
RISING FORCES

Entering 2021, the Falcons knew they were set in the
circle, with the return of Alexsa Hurd, who went 21-2
with an 0.55 ERA and hit .528 with 10 homers, 46 runs, 56
RBI in 2019.

The rest was a bit of a mystery.
Field returned four letterwinners this season, with

just two players back in the same spot they occupied in
2019, with Haley Hopkins at the hot corner and Hurd on
the mound.

So far, a newly constructed lineup has come together
remarkably well. Entering Tuesday’s game, Hopkins
(.404), Hurd (.556), Mallie Ruscitti (.488) and Megan

Schmidt (.400) all clocked in over the .400 mark and Oli-
via DeVries (.326) and Delaney Richmond (.333) gave the
Falcons a grand total of six hitters over .300.

“I feel like everybody has stepped up this year and just
taken on their role,” Hurd said. “They’ve all just worked
super hard.”

Much has changed, of course, since the Falcons last
took the fi�eld, in a 2019 regional semifi�nal at Firestone
Stadium. That day, a loaded 28-win squad nearly made
the elite eight. 

With the bulk of their roster set to return in 2020, they
had similarly high hopes for a campaign that was ulti-
mately canceled by COVID-19.
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See FIELD, Page 4B

Field fl�ourishes behind newly constructed lineup
Jonah Rosenblum
Ravenna Record-Courier | USA TODAY NETWORK

“They’re putting the ball in
play and I think hopefully
we’re growing and getting
a little bit better each day
and learning. Alexsa and
Hopkins are really great
leaders and the kids I think
look up to them and admire
them and learn from them.
So, I think to see
everybody put the ball in
play and get a hit, it just
hopefully means they’re
getting better and we’re
growing.”

Beth Dyer 
Field softball coach
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SPORTS

The OHSAA Board of Directors on
Thursday approved a new expanded
playoff� format for the 2021 football sea-
son, one which is even larger than had
been previously approved.

The newest expansion will open the
door to 16 teams per region to qualify for
the playoff�s across all seven divisions.
That means 64 teams per division will
qualify for the postseason, and 448
teams total will make the playoff�s across
the state.

“Last fall we received overwhelmingly
positive feedback when we allowed every
team to enter the football playoff�s due to
the shortened season because of CO-
VID-19,” OHSAA Executive Director Doug
Ute said in a statement. “We know there

are some who want to keep the football
postseason to a smaller number of
schools, but the postseason tournament
gives such a positive experience for our
student-athletes, the schools and their
communities that we felt strongly about
giving that opportunity to more schools
to make the playoff�s. And football re-
mains the only OHSAA sport in which
not every team automatically qualifi�es
for the postseason.”

In Division I, which has just 72
schools, only eight schools — two per re-
gion — won’t qualify for the playoff�s. In
the other other six divisions, the number
of schools per division ranges from a low
of 104 to a high of 112, making the percent-
age of teams qualifying for the playoff�s
between 57 and 61.5%.

OHSAA expands football playoff�s again

Hoban running back Victor Dawson celebrates with the student section after the
2020 Division II state championship game in Massillon. AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

From Staff Reports
Record-Courier | USA TODAY NETWORK

See OHSAA, Page 5B

Charlie Huggins, who established a
legacy of high school boys basketball
coaching success in Ohio, has died at
age 87. 

The father of West Virginia Univer-
sity basketball coach Bob Huggins,
Charlie Huggins died Tuesday in Tru-
man House in New Philadelphia.

Huggins' teams won three small-
school (Class A as it was known then)
state championships — one at Strasburg
in 1967 and two at the former Indian Val-
ley South in 1972 and 1976.

He compiled an overall coaching rec-
ord of 398-74 at Stone Creek, Strasburg,
Conotton Valley, Indian Valley South
and Hiland. His overall winning per-
centage as a head coach — .843 — is No. 1
all-time in the state, according to the
Ohio High School Basketball Coaches
Association.

In addition to his state titles, he won
seven regional, 10 district, 15 sectional
and eight league championships during
his 20 years of coaching. 

His 1972 Indian Valley South team

featured his son Bob as its senior star,
and it went 26-0 en route to its champi-
onship.

Charlie Huggins was inducted into
the Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame in 2016.

Bob Huggins initially didn't want to
follow in his father's footsteps upon
graduating from West Virginia. His play-

ing days ended after he was cut by the
Philadelphia 76ers in 1977. West Virginia
coach Joedy Gardner off�ered him a grad-
uate assistant position, enabling him to
fi�nish his master’s degree in health ad-
ministration.

Legendary coach Charlie Huggins dies at 87

West Virginia head coach Bob Huggins talks with father Charlie Huggins before
their game against the Texas in 2018. BEN QUEEN/USA TODAY SPORTS

See HUGGINS, Page 5B

From staff and wire reports

Cavaliers assistant coach Greg Buck-
ner could only take a few steps into the
locker room after a 121-105 win over the
Chicago Bulls on Wednesday night.

He didn’t get far before he was tack-
led by rookie Lamar Stevens and quick-
ly swarmed by the rest of the team so
that they could douse him with a cele-
bratory waterfall.

Buckner picked up his fi�rst career
head-coaching win fi�lling in for coach
J.B. Bickerstaff�, who was away from the
team due to personal reasons. It was an
unexpected way for Buckner to make
his head-coaching debut, but it couldn’t
have gone much better — his biggest
complaint afterwards was the temper-
ature of the water the players dumped
on him.

Cavs up their
competitiveness
in win over Bulls

See CAVS, Page 3B

Ashley Bastock
Akron Beacon Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK



The NFL is exploring changes to the
annual NFL scouting combine to im-
prove the professional and medical ex-
perience for draft prospects, a person
familiar with those discussions told The
Associated Press on Wednesday.

The combine in Indianapolis was
canceled this year because of the coro-
navirus pandemic, so prospects dis-
played their talents for scouts, coaches
and general managers at their college
pro days instead. 

Teams interviewed players virtually
and most medical and psychological
testing was done by video. About 150
draft prospects did in-person medical
evaluations in Indianapolis earlier this
month.

The league is seeking input from
players who attended the combine pre-
viously and rookies who went through
this year’s version. Teams and their
medical staff�s also will provide their as-
sessment.

The person, who spoke to the AP on
condition of anonymity because the
conversations are ongoing, said the
league is evaluating all aspects of the
combine, including the player experi-
ence. 

Calling players by their name instead
of a number, limiting the number of
medical personnel who examine guys
and ensuring prospects aren’t asked hu-
miliating questions are a point of em-
phasis.

In 2010, then-Miami Dolphins gener-
al manager Jeff� Ireland apologized to
Dallas Cowboys fi�rst-round draft pick
Dez Bryant for asking during a pre-draft
visit whether his mother was a prosti-
tute.

In 2016, then-Atlanta Falcons coach
Dan Quinn apologized to Eli Apple be-
cause one of his coaches asked the cor-
nerback his sexual preference. 

In 2018, former LSU running back
Derrius Guice said one team at the com-
bine asked about his sexuality and an-
other inquired if his mother was a pros-
titute.

Former NFL tight end Benjamin Wat-
son, who played 16 seasons between
2004-20, compared the interview proc-
ess to an interrogation.

“I can remember sitting in a dark
room with a huge spotlight,” Watson
told the AP. “There’s a seat there like
you’re being interrogated for a crime
and all the front offi�ce staff� is in the back
in the shadows and you can’t see them.
The guy grabbed my wrist and he’s like:
‘I can feel your pulse, so I know if you’re
lying to me. Have you ever smoked mar-
ijuana?’ I said: ‘No.’ I really hadn’t. I’ve
never smoked. He said: ‘I think you’re
lying. I can feel your pulse. Are you lying
to us?’ I said: ‘No, I’m not.’ 

“So for a minute, I thought I actually
did smoke marijuana and maybe I need
to confess to a crime that I didn’t com-
mit. But these sorts of tactics that are

happening at the combine and that are
not being monitored defi�nitely need to
be done away with.”

New Eagles coach Nick Sirianni had a
playful way to test the competitiveness
of draft prospects. 

He played rock, paper, scissors virtu-
ally with a couple guys and one of his as-
sistant coaches played Jeopardy with
them. 

“When you compete with somebody
that’s competitive, they’re going to go at
you no matter what game you’re play-
ing,” Sirianni said. 

Sirianni appreciated the virtual in-
terview process.

“At the combine, you’re limited to

how many times you can talk to them,
how long you can talk to them for,” he
said. “We were able to get meaningful
conversations not under a time limit. It
was just great work by the scouts and by
the assistant coaches to get that work
done on the players and really get to
know the players. In a lot of aspects, I
think we got way more out of those
meetings than we do out of Indy.” 

Count Miami Dolphins quarterback
Jacoby Brissett among those who prefer
pro days over the combine.

“I’m not a fan of the combine,” he
said. “I think it’s very unnecessary.
You’re going to do the same thing on pro
day.”

Source: NFL exploring changes to combine
Rob Maaddi
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Oklahoma running back Rhamondre Stevenson participates in the school’s Pro Day football workout for NFL scouts in
Norman, Okla., on March 12. AP
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NFL owners on Wednesday ap-
proved eliminating overtime in presea-
son games and expanded selection of
jersey numbers for receivers, running
backs and defensive backs.

The league also will allow on-fi�eld
offi�cials to get certain “objective infor-
mation” from the replay offi�cial and
designated members of the offi�ciating
department “when clear and obvious
video evidence is present.” 

“I know in my opinion what subjec-
tive looks like,” said Rich McKay, presi-
dent of the Atlanta Falcons and long-
time chairman of the powerful compe-
tition committee. “And if you get to sub-
jective things in that booth, what is the
standard? Do we re-offi�ciate the play? 

“In this case, it’s objective (informa-
tion), there is a way they could assist.
We have the technology, really good
technology now. Let’s use that technol-
ogy and try to improve. I do get nervous
when it goes beyond that.”

During a virtual meeting, the 32
owners also tabled a proposal by the
Philadelphia Eagles that a team be giv-
en two chances per game to retain pos-
session after a score by converting a
fourth-and-15 play from its 25-yard
line. Some owners, general managers
and coaches consider that too gim-
micky, though they are eager to fi�nd a
solution to the near-disappearance of
the onside kick.

Troy Vincent, a former player who
oversees league football operations,
senses value in something close to the
Eagles’ suggestion.

“I do believe there is some merit,
maybe not the fourth-and-15, but the
fans want to see the stars with the ball
in their hands,” Vincent said. “I think
there is something there with that op-
tion for the club to be able to get back
into the game when down two scores …
that could be something I see happen-
ing in the future. That is good for the
player and it is also good for those
watching the game.”

Owners did approve establishing a
maximum number of players in the set-

up zone (between 10 and 25 yards from
the kickoff�) in hopes of enhancing on-
side kick opportunities. Defending
teams will be limited to nine players in
that zone.

“Special teams (committee) suggest-
ed a maximum number of people in the
setup zone, and for one year only we’ll
try that and see what that does to the
onside kick numbers,” McKay said.

Also approved were ensuring en-
forcement of all accepted penalties
committed by either team during suc-
cessive extra-point attempts, and add-
ing a loss of down for a second forward
pass thrown from behind the line of
scrimmage, and for a pass thrown after
the ball returns behind the line.

McKay said a point of emphasis this
year will be cracking down on taunting
on the fi�eld. The league found too many
potential incidents in 2020. 

Increasing available numbers was a
matter of necessity, Vincent and Mc-
Kay explained. With 16 practice players,
some of whom can be active on game
day, plus retired numbers, teams found
themselves in need of more options.

“Frankly, the players themselves like
having the options,” Vincent said. “I
know it is not what we are accustomed
to seeing, someone on the line wearing
a single digit, but I think it is fun.”

The league announced that its 2021
schedule, the fi�rst with a 17-game reg-
ular season, will be released May 12.

NFL eliminates OTs 
for preseason games
Barry Wilner 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Falcons President Rich McKay, seen in
2019, is the chairman of the NFL’s
competition committee.
KIRBY LEE/USA TODAY SPORTS
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“I got the game ball,” Buckner said. “I
got an ice bath and everything else. I got
a new set of clothes. ... I felt like I went to
the lake and jumped in in the winter.
They dumped me with nothing but ice-
cold water that I think they use for their
foot baths. So my clothes are ruined.”

Buckner said prior to the game that
he wasn’t nervous for the game, and in
terms of a coaching debut, it was rela-
tively low-stakes in the sense that Bick-
erstaff� is expected to return Friday when
the Cavs take on the Charlotte Hornets,
and this is still very much his team.

But where there was pressure was in
the way the Cavs would decide to come
out against a team they remain close to
in the conference standings, and that
had just beaten them 106-96 on Satur-
day. 

This time around, the Cavs showed
fi�re early and jumped out to a 34-12 lead
in the fi�rst quarter, closing out the fi�rst 12
minutes on a 25-4 run. The 12 points
Cavs allowed were the fewest scored by
an opponent in any quarter this season.

“Lucky for me, we played Chicago a
couple games ago and it left a nasty taste
in their mouths,” Buckner said. “They all
came in and said, ‘We got you today
coach, we’re not going to allow them to
come on our court and take care of busi-
ness.’ And that’s what they did, especial-
ly defensively in that fi�rst quarter. It may
have been the best defense we played all
year for an entire quarter.

“It kind of got lax a little bit in the sec-
ond and third and especially the begin-
ning of the fourth, but for the most part,
they did what we asked and executed
the game plan.” 

The Cavs had been in a three-game
rut prior to Wednesday, and after the
loss to the Bulls on Saturday and a 109-
105 loss to the Pistons on Monday, the
players and Bickerstaff� were searching
for answers on how to translate talk to
execution.

The Bulls loss especially stung con-
sidering that game temporarily vaulted
the Bulls into the No. 10 spot in the East-
ern Conference standings, crucial for the
NBA’s postseason play-in tournament
for seeds 7-10. 

After Wednesday’s game, the Bulls
(24-34) are now in the No. 12 spot in the
East. The Cavs (21-37) are No. 13 and
have 14 games remaining.

Collin Sexton, who had a game-high
30 points on 11-of-17 shooting, with sev-
en assists and three rebounds, said that
in the last couple of days there were no
team or players-only meetings, since
talking about what they needed to do in
recent days hadn’t been an issue like ex-
ecution was. So it was a relief to see the
group go out and build a 33-point lead,
shoot .511 from the fi�eld (45-of-88), as-
sist on 27 of their made shots, and ulti-
mately, never trail.

“Just shows that we can do it for a full
48 minutes,” Sexton said. “I have confi�-
dence in myself and my teammates that
we can. We just have to go do it. We have
to, like I said, back it up. That’s it. Gotta
back it up. Can’t just talk a good game
without backing it up. Gotta be able to
talk the talk and walk the walk.”

Garland reaches 200 3-pointers

Darius Garland hit a career milestone
on Wednesday night, making his 200th
career 3-pointer with 3:56 to go in the
game. But he also hit the milestone in
record-breaking fashion, doing so in 107
games, faster than anyone else in fran-
chise history. Kyrie Irving held the previ-
ous best mark having done so in 121
games.

Buckner said after the game he was
surprised at the speed with which Gar-
land reached the milestone, considering
it seems like the coaching staff� is always
telling him to shoot more 3s.

It’s an irony Garland acknowledged
as well.

“I put in the work every day. It’s just a
matter of me just shooting the ball when
I’m open. Like I said, I put in the work all
the time. And just having that confi�-
dence in myself that I can do it and make
these shots.” 

Cavs
Continued from Page 1B

Cavaliers guard Darius Garland (10)
made the 200th 3-pointer of his
career and became the fastest to the
mark in franchise history during a
121-105 win over the Chicago Bulls on
Wednesday night. TONY DEJAK/AP

The guilty verdict of former Minne-
apolis police offi�cer Derek Chauvin's trial
in the killing of George Floyd elicited a
one-word response from LeBron James
on Twitter: 

"ACCOUNTABILITY." 
James took to the app again Wednes-

day to explain why he deleted a tweet re-
garding the fatal police shooting of 16-
year-old Black girl Ma'Khia Bryant on
Tuesday in his home state of Ohio. 

The Los Angeles Lakers star had
tweeted "YOU'RE NEXT #ACCOUNT-
ABILITY" with an hourglass emoji, ac-
companied by a photo of a police offi�cer.
According to ESPN, the photo was of Co-
lumbus police offi�cer Nicholas Reardon,
who was identifi�ed Wednesday as the
offi�cer who fi�red the shots that killed
Bryant while responding to a call. 

James later removed the original post.
"ANGER [doesn't do] any of us any

good and that includes myself! Gather-
ing all the facts and educating does

though!" James tweeted. "My anger still
is here for what happened that lil girl. My
sympathy for her family and may justice
prevail!

"I’m so damn tired of seeing Black
people killed by police. I took the tweet
down because its being used to create
more hate -This isn’t about one offi�cer.
it’s about the entire system and they al-
ways use our words to create more rac-
ism. I am so desperate for more AC-
COUNTABILITY."

Body camera footage released by po-
lice apparently shows the teenager hold-
ing a knife. In one of two 911 calls played
at a news conference Wednesday,
screaming could be heard as a caller re-
ported a girl trying to stab the individual
before the call disconnected. 

Offi�cers responded to the scene and
reported the shooting at 4:45 p.m. —
roughly 20 minutes before a jury handed
down its verdict toward Chauvin, the ex-
Minneapolis police offi�cer who was
found guilty of murder and manslaugh-
ter charges. 

Reardon has been placed on leave. 

LeBron James recently called Devin Booker the most disrespected player in the
NBA. MARK J. REBILAS/USA TODAY SPORTS

LeBron explains why he
deleted tweet about shooting
Chris Bumbaca
USA TODAY | USA TODAY NETWORK
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“It was bittersweet taking the fi�eld
this year,” Falcons coach Beth Dyer said.
“Happy to play, but you certainly miss
that group, just wish that they had had
the chance to play, but this group works
very hard, they’re very eager to learn and
I think they want to do well, they want to
perform and hopefully carry on that tra-
dition of being competitive.”

Hurd said tradition mingled with
mystery entering her senior season.

“It was exciting and nerve-wracking
just to see how we would be this year and
how we would overcome the pressure,”
Hurd said. “We didn’t play last year, but
Field has always been known as a good
program, so just to overcome that pres-
sure of not playing last year, it was defi�-
nitely exciting and it still is very exciting
and fun.”

Hopkins is the perfect example of a
player who has taken her game to the
next level. Field’s lone returning infi�elder
aside from Hurd, Hopkins is hitting .404
after batting .292 back in 2019. The Fal-
cons third baseman also has a team-
leading 11 doubles.

“Every time, there’s runners on, I just
think I have to score it, I have to hit them
in,” Hopkins said. “I don’t have pressure
anymore being fourth batter because I
know I can get them in. I just have that
confi�dence that I’ve always had. I just
feel like I can get them in.” 

Hopkins has been equally strong han-
dling the hot corner. In a conference
game against Springfi�eld last week,
Hopkins handled two bunts up the third-
base line perfectly and came off� the line
to suavely handle a grounder headed for
the hole between shortstop and third
base.

“I feel like I have to take a little bit
more charge especially with our short-
stop being new there,” Hopkins said.
“Especially with bunting this year with
Alexsa, everyone’s going to try to bunt
because sometimes people can’t really
hit off� her, so that’s what they resort to
and I just have to get every single one be-
cause every run matters in the league.”

Ruscitti has also made a remarkable
rise. Back in 2019, Ruscitti was batting
toward the bottom of the Falcons’ order.
In 2021, she’s leading off�, and against the
Spartans, scorched one liner after an-
other up the middle. She’s currently sec-
ond on the team with nine doubles. 

“Mallie puts the ball in play,” Dyer

said. “She’s very consistent at putting
the ball in play and she’s come a long way
since her freshman year.”

Olivia DeVries has made an equally
remarkable rise.

Back in 2019, she didn’t even letter. In
2021, she is in the heart of the order, with

a team-leading three homers, including
an opposite-fi�eld blast against Spring-
fi�eld that left Dyer impressed.

“She hit it and she hit it hard and far,”
Dyer said. “She put the ball in play. She is
such a strong girl and she’s very deter-
mined and very focused up there.”

Schmidt has also shown plenty of ex-
tra-base power, as 12 of her 20 hits thus
far have gone for extra bases, including
fi�ve doubles, a triple and two homers.

Together, players like DeVries, Hop-
kins, Ruscitti and Schmidt have helped
answer a pivotal question entering the
season: How well would everyone aside
from Hurd hit?

Quite well, it turns out.
“They’re putting the ball in play and I

think hopefully we’re growing and get-
ting a little bit better each day and learn-
ing,” Dyer said. “Alexsa and Hopkins are
really great leaders and the kids I think
look up to them and admire them and
learn from them. So, I think to see every-
body put the ball in play and get a hit, it
just hopefully means they’re getting bet-
ter and we’re growing.”

All of which means Hurd doesn’t have
to worry about doing it all herself.

“It’s defi�nitely a huge relief,” Hurd
said. “It changes the whole game be-
cause I just feel more relaxed going out
there pitching because I just know that
we’re able to score the runs when we
have to.”

Field
Continued from Page 1B

Field's Olivia DeVries delivers a fi�rst-inning homer against Springfi�eld in Metro
Athletic Conference action. NICHOLAS MCLAUGHLIN, SPECIAL FOR THE RECORD-COURIER

Field catcher Olivia DeVries watches
her hit sail over the outfi�eld fence
against Springfi�eld. NICK MCLAUGHLIN,

SPECIAL FOR THE RECORD-COURIER

NEW YORK – Willie Mays has won
the inaugural Lifetime Achievement
Award presented by Baseball Digest.

The Hall of Fame center fi�elder was
honored Thursday with a new accolade
to be given annually recognizing a liv-
ing individual who has made “signifi�-
cant contributions to the national
game.”

Mays, who turns 90 on May 6, was
chosen over fi�ve other fi�nalists in voting
by a panel of longtime baseball writers,
broadcasters, historians and execu-
tives. 

The Say Hey Kid appears on the cov-
er of Baseball Digest for the fourth time.

“I never worried about personal
awards. I worried about winning,” Mays
said in a news release. “But to be hon-
ored with this Lifetime Achievement
Award, that’s a great honor, especially
with all the other great names (consid-
ered). All deserving. It’s a sports award,
it’s a baseball award, but it’s much
more. It’s about all the things you do.
For me, it’s about helping kids and
making sure they’re taken care of be-
cause so many people took care of me
in my life.”

Mays made 24 All-Star teams and
won two NL MVP awards and 12 Gold
Gloves during his dazzling career from
1951-73. He moved with the Giants from
New York to San Francisco, then fi�n-
ished up with two seasons back in the
Big Apple playing for the Mets. He
ranks sixth on the career chart with 660
home runs.

Also selected as fi�nalists were Hank
Aaron, Roland Hemond, Rachel Robin-
son, Vin Scully and Joe Torre. 

Willie Mays has won the inaugural
Lifetime Achievement Award
presented by Baseball Digest. The Hall
of Fame center fi�elder was honored
Thursday. BEN MARGOT/AP

Mays earns lifetime
achievement award
Mike Fitzpatrick ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Now that the police are being retrained to be nice, 
polite, patient, etc. while the criminal is being bel-
ligerent, mean and sassy. When is the criminal go-
ing to change and be nice?

I read Ohio is sixth in the country in indictments 
in the Capitol Riot insurrection and a bus to Wash-
ington to “Stop the Steal” was organized by an 
Ohio State Board of Education member. The fact 

that so many Ohioans 
supported a POTUS 
who refused to accept 
defeat and then went 
to the Capitol,  as-
saulting police, threat-
ening congressmen 
and the vice president 
and heavily damaging 
the U.S. Capitol is a 
disgrace to law abid-
ing Ohioans.

As a taxpayer it really rubs me the wrong way 
that our government is using our tax money and 
our agencies to help people illegally entering our 
country. The crisis is not only at the border, it is in 
the bowels of our government.

The recent surge in people coming across the bor-
der from Mexico isn’t made up of “illegals.” The 
majority of people are seeking asylum, which is 
perfectly legal in the United States.

I believe that in a split-second decision between 
life and death, even if my own child was involved, 
the police have to act when the person gets offen-
sive and make mistakes. The focus these days is on 
race, the fact that most of these people were felons, 
with little respect for the law, is racially pushed 
aside.

An AR-15 isn’t the same as a hammer. This “tool” 
analogy is absurd. No civilized country idolizes 
weapons.

I had a good laugh reading Sound Off. Someone 
wrote/called in saying that people who still have 
Trump signs up that they have Sore Loser Syn-
drome and Donald Trump Disease. That is an aw-
ful disease to have because I know people who still 
have Sore Loser Disease because Hillary lost in 
2016. Get over it, life goes on.

All voters in Ohio already must show an ID. The 
push for photo IDs is an effort to disenfranchise 
poorer people, many of whom just happen to be 
Democrats. Stop it already.

SOUND OFF!

4-
23

Please e-mail SOUND OFF!: 

rpso@recordpub.com.

Please keep your comments 
brief and civil or we’ll 
have to edit or not publish. 
No comments, positive 
or negative, about local 
candidates running for office 
will be accepted.

PHONE: (330) 298-1138
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NCAA tweaks
college football OT

INDIANAPOLIS –
College football teams
will have to go for 2 after
touchdowns starting
with the second over-
time possession, and
beginning in the third
round each team will get
one play to score from
the 3-yard line. The
NCAA playing rules
oversight panel on
Thursday approved a
proposal made last
month by the playing
rules committee to
tweak the overtime for-
mat. 

The overtime recom-
mendation was based
on player safety and in-
tended to reduce the
number of plays it takes
for a winner to be deter-
mined. National coordi-
nator of offi�cials Steve
Shaw said in March
overtime games add an
average of 16.4 plays to a
contest. The new rule
will have teams run al-
ternating 2-point plays
in the third overtime in-
stead of starting anoth-
er drive at the oppo-
nent’s 25-yard line. The
2-point shootout cur-
rently starts in the fi�fth
overtime. Teams could
still choose whether to
kick the point after
touchdown or run a 2-
point conversion play in
the fi�rst overtime. The
playing rules panel also
approved recommenda-
tions to permanently
extend the sideline
team area to the 20-yard
lines from the 25-yard
lines. The NCAA said
the panel also support-
ed a proposal to allow
schools and confer-
ences to request a post-
game video review of in-
stances where a team is
suspected of feigning
injuries to slow its op-
ponent. 

IN BRIEF

(All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to change and/or

blackouts
Friday, April 23

COLLEGE BASEBALL
3 p.m.

ACCN — Pittsburgh at Louisville
5 p.m.

BTN — Nebraska at Michigan St.
8 p.m.

BTN — Maryland at Iowa
ESPNU — Texas at Oklahoma St.
SECN — Mississippi St. at Vanderbilt

COLLEGE FIELD HOCKEY
1 p.m.

ACCN — Wake Forest at North Carolina
COLLEGE SOFTBALL

6 p.m.
ESPNU — Northwestern at Michigan

10 p.m.
PAC-12N — Washington at UCLA

COLLEGE TENNIS (MEN’S)
12:30 p.m.

SECN — Southeastern Tournament:
TBD, Championship, Fayetteville, Ark.

COLLEGE TENNIS (WOMEN’S)
10 a.m.

SECN — Southeastern Tournament:
TBD, Championship, Tuscaloosa, Ala.

GOLF
9 a.m.

GOLF — EPGA Tour: The Gran Canaria
Lopesan Open, Second Round,
Meloneras Golf Academy, Gran Canaria,
Spain

3:30 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The Zurich Classic Of

New Orleans, Second Round, TPC
Louisiana, Avondale, La.

6:30 p.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Hugel-Air

Premia LA Open, Third Round, Wilshire
County Club, Los Angeles

HIGH SCHOOL LACROSSE (BOY’S)
2:30 p.m.

ESPNU — Brunswick (Conn.) vs.
Haverford (Pa.)

4:30 p.m.
ESPNU — Lawrenceville (N.J.) vs.

Malvern Prep (Pa.)
HORSE RACING

1 p.m.
FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at the

Races
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

9 p.m.
ESPN2 — PFL 1: Anthony Pettis vs. Clay

Collard (Lightweights), Atlantic City,
N.J.

MLB BASEBALL
2 p.m.

MLBN — Milwaukee at Chicago Cubs
10 p.m.

MLBN — San Diego at LA Dodgers OR
Miami at San Francisco

NBA BASKETBALL
7:45 p.m.

ESPN — Boston at Brooklyn
10:05 p.m.

ESPN — Denver at Golden State
NHL HOCKEY

7 p.m.
NHLN — Philadelphia at NY Rangers

10 p.m.
NHLN — Minnesota at Los Angeles

RODEO
10 p.m.

CBSSN — PBR: The Nampa Invitational,
Round 1, Nampa, Idaho

SOCCER (MEN’S)
2:55 p.m.

NBCSN — Premier League: Everton at
Arsenal

7:30 p.m.
FS1 — Orlando City SC at Sporting KC

10 p.m.
FS1 — Liga MX: Necaxa at Tijuana

TENNIS
6 a.m.

TENNIS — Barcelona-ATP,
Belgrade-ATP, Stuttgart-WTA &
Istanbul-WTA Quarterfinals

ON THE AIR

CALENDAR
THURSDAY
BASEBALL 
Independence at Mogadore, 5 p.m. 
Jackson-Milton at Waterloo, 5 p.m. 
Garfield at Lake Center Christian, 5 p.m. 
SOFTBALL 
Kent Roosevelt vs. St. Vincent-St. Mary,
5 p.m. (Firestone Stadium) 
Kenmore-Garfield at Streetsboro, 5 p.m. 
Mogadore at Rootstown, 5 p.m. 
Crestwood at Lutheran West, 5 p.m. 
Jackson-Milton at Waterloo, 5 p.m. 
Southeast at Garfield, 5:30 p.m. 
BOYS TENNIS 
Kent Roosevelt at Aurora, 4 p.m. 
Cloverleaf at Ravenna, 4 p.m. 
Field at Norton, 4 p.m. 
TRACK & FIELD 
Lake Center Christian at Mogadore, 4:30
p.m. 
VOLLEYBALL 
Kent Roosevelt at Brunswick, 7 p.m. 

Jackson-Milton at Waterloo, 5 p.m. 
Cuyahoga Heights at Garfield, 5 p.m. 
Mathews at Windham, 4:30 p.m. 
BOYS TENNIS 
Warren Harding at Ravenna, 4:15 p.m. 
TRACK & FIELD 
Rootstown at East Palestine Relays, 4:30
p.m. 
SATURDAY
BASEBALL
Kent Roosevelt at Lake, 1 p.m. 
Field at Manchester, noon 
Waterloo at East Canton, 11 a.m. 
Garfield at Springfield Local, noon 
SOFTBALL 
Western Reserve Academy at
Streetsboro (DH), 11 a.m. 
Field vs. Chardon, 11 a.m., vs. West
Branch, 3 p.m. (Canfield McCune Park) 
Mogadore at Tallmadge (DH), 9 a.m. 
Waterloo at East Canton, 11 a.m. 
TRACK & FIELD 
Crestwood, Garfield at Poland
Invitational, 9 a.m. 

FRIDAY
BASEBALL 
Warren Harding at Kent Roosevelt, 5
p.m. 
Streetsboro at Orange, 5 p.m. 
Mogadore at Warren JFK, 5 p.m. 
Crestwood at Villa Angela-St. Joseph,
4:30 p.m. (Euclid H.S.) 
Waterloo at Jackson-Milton, 5 p.m. 
Aurora at Notre Dame-Cathedral Latin,
4:30 p.m. 
Rootstown at Southeast, 5 p.m. 
Garfield at Woodridge, 5 p.m. 
Mathews at Windham, 4:30 p.m. 
BOYS LACROSSE 
Wooster at Kent Roosevelt, 7 p.m. 
GIRLS LACROSSE 
Kent Roosevelt at West Geauga, 7 p.m. 
SOFTBALL
Aurora at Kent Roosevelt, 4:30 p.m. 
Southeast at Ravenna, 5 p.m. 
Field vs. Hubbard, 5 p.m. (Canfield
McCune Park) 
Independence at Crestwood, 5 p.m. 

HIGH SCHOOL SCOREBOARD

Last summer, the OHSAA an-
nounced it was going to expand to 12
teams per region, up from the previous
number of eight which had been in
place since 1999. That would have given
fi�rst-round byes to the top four seeds in
each region.

Now, every team will play in the
opening round. This year’s fi�rst round is
Oct. 29 for Division I, II, III and IV
schools and Oct. 30 for Division V, VI
and VII schools.

The expansion will add one week to
the playoff� schedule compared to in
2019, the last year in which there was a
limit on football playoff� qualifi�ers. Last
fall, every team that wanted to partici-
pate was allowed to due to COVID-19.

Teams that reach the state champi-
onship game would, barring an open
date during their regular-season sched-
ule, play 16 games.

The teams will be seeded as usual
based upon the Harbin computer rank-
ings, which have been used every year
since the playoff�s began in 1972 except
last year. The No. 1 seed will play No. 16,
No. 2 against No. 15 and so on.

The fi�rst and second rounds of the
playoff�s will be held at the home sites of
the higher seeds. Neutral sites will be-
gin in the regional-semifi�nal round and
continue through the remainder of the
playoff�s.

The site of the state championship
games has not yet been determined, but

the format will include one game Thurs-
day, Dec. 2, and two games each on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 3-5.

During the fi�rst fi�ve rounds of the
playoff�s, Division I, II, III and IV schools
will play on Friday nights, while Divi-
sion V, VI and VII schools will play on
Saturday nights.

In January the Board approved the
general football regulations, which per-
mit schools to fulfi�ll two of the required
fi�ve acclimatization days in July in ad-
vance of offi�cial practice beginning on
Sunday, Aug. 1. Two scrimmages are
permitted between Aug. 6-14, with ei-
ther or both scrimmages permitted to be
jamboree games.

The fi�rst Friday of the regular season
is Aug. 20, and the regular season will
conclude on Saturday, Oct. 23.

Also, the OHSAA is exploring adding
a strength of schedule component to
the Harbin computer ratings, which are
used to determine the playoff� qualifi�ers.
A strength of schedule component
could be added in 2022.

This will be the fi�fth major change to
the playoff� system since it began with
one team per region in each division in
1972. Expansion fi�rst came in 1980 when
the OHSAA changed to fi�ve divisions
with eight teams each (40 total qualifi�-
ers). A sixth division was added in 1994
(96 total qualifi�ers) and the number of
qualifi�ers was increased to eight
schools per region in 1999 (192 total
qualifi�ers). A seventh division was add-
ed in 2013 to bring the number of quali-
fi�ers to 224.

OHSAA
Continued from Page 1B

At one time or another the
younger Huggins mulled becom-
ing a doctor or an attorney. But
basketball stuck. He spent two
years as an assistant under Eldon
Miller at Ohio State, then became
a head coach at age 27 at Walsh
College in 1980.

“I think, to a large degree, my
dad said ‘you don’t want to do
that,’” Bob Huggins said in De-
cember 2016 shortly before earn-
ing his 800th career coaching
win. “I never have listened much

to my dad, obviously.”
Charlie Huggins added that he

tried to explain to his son that
coaching "would be a lot of work
and not much money.”

Bob Huggins earned his 900th
win last month in the NCAA
Tournament.

Born Sept. 1, 1933, in Morgan-
town, West Virginia, Charlie
Huggins was an excellent basket-
ball player at Morgantown High.
He earned a scholarship to West
Virginia University before play-
ing three years of basketball and
graduating from Alderson-
Broaddus College in 1952, He
earned a master's degree at WVU
in 1962.

Charlie Huggins told the
Times-Reporter in 2015 he landed
in Tuscarawas County in the
1950s for a very simple reason: “I
needed a job.” 

So he accepted a teaching and
coaching position at Midvale
High School that paid $2,900 a
year and launched his career as
his family would grow to include
seven children.

“It’s been home and I enjoy it
here,” he said in 2015 about living
and working in Tuscarawas
County. “People still care here
and have values, and support
their young people.” 

For 20 years he taught an adult
Sunday school, and fi�ve decades

ago founded a Christian-based
basketball camp — Eastern Ohio
Basketball Camp at Sherrodsville
— now run by his son, Larry.

Charlie Huggins said he
learned the lessons of hard work
and dedication from his father,
and he passed those lessons
down to his sons and all those
who played for him. 

Charlie Huggins' wife, Norma,
died of colon cancer in 2003. Bob
Huggins created an endowment
fund at the WVU Cancer Institute
in honor of his late mother.

Besides Bob and Larry Hug-
gins, Charlie Huggins also is sur-
vived by fi�ve other children and
several grandchildren.

Huggins
Continued from Page 1B


