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NASCAR | THORSPORT RACING

ThorSport will build around Rhodes, Crafton in 2022
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Ben Rhodes celebrates his NASCAR Truck Series championship 
in Phoenix in early November. Rhodes’ series title was the 
fourth in nine years for ThorSport Racing.

By BRIAN KOLLARS 
bkollars@sanduskyregister.com

PERKINS TWP.

B e n  R h o d e s ’  To y o t a 
Tundra is  sitt ing in the 
lobby at ThorSport Racing 
o n  C a m p b e l l  Av e n u e , 
a tr ibute to a season of 
championships.

Back in the shop, the 
NASCAR Truck Series team 
is looking ahead to 2022.

ThorSport is celebrating 
R h o d e s ’  d r i v e r ’ s 
c ha m p i o n s h i p  a n d  t h e 
owners championship that 
went to Duke and Rhonda 

Thorson while also planning 
ahead.

The 2022 season opener is 
February 18 at Daytona and 
there’s a new Toyota Tundra 
TRD Pro truck to work. It’s a 

changeover that ThorSport 
general  manager David 
Pepper is taking as a good 
omen.

“ We’ re  g e t t i n g  re a l l y 
good at changing our fleet 

of trucks over,” Pepper said 
this week. “We’ve done it 
three of the last five years, 
two of which we won the 
championship. This being 
the third one, you hope we’d 
win it again.

“When we have a lot of 
work to do, we seem to do 
really good. When we don’t 
change body styles we don’t 
win the championship.”

ThorSport won big in 
2021. Rhodes, just 24, won 
the first two races of the 
season and finished ahead 

Celebrate with ThorSport Racing
n WHAT: ThorSport Racing parade and open house
n WHEN: Wednesday, Dec. 15
n PARADE DETAILS: The parade, featuring ThorSport drivers, 
trucks and trophies, starts at 11:30 a.m. at ThorSport. The 
parade route: south on Campbell, east on Strub, north on 
Columbus, west on Perkins.
n OPEN HOUSE: The open house begins at 4:30 p.m. Fans 
can mingle with drivers and check out trucks and race cars.

n See THORSPORT, Page B5

BOYS BASKETBALL
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Bellevue’s Tyler Ray eyes the hoop as Perkins’ Sam Oddo defends during a game at Perkins High School on Friday. 
Ray led the Redmen with 14 points.
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Huron’s Dylan Hohler (5), shown during player introductions, led the 
Tigers with 28 points and 10 rebounds Friday night.

Hohler leads Huron past Margaretta
By BRIAN KOLLARS 
bkollars@sanduskyregister.com

HURON

Huron finally gave up its lead late in Friday's 
showdown with Margaretta, but the Polar Bears' 
advantage lasted only 11 seconds.

After Jake Leibacher's three-point play gave 
Margaretta a one-point lead in an intense battle 
of SBC Bay Division favorites, the Tigers finished 
the game with a 15-2 run to win 61-50.

Dylan Hohler led the way. His putback on a 
missed free throw gave Huron a 49-48 lead, then 
he made eight straight free throws in the last 
minute.

Hohler, a 6-foot-4 junior, finished with 28 
points and 10 rebounds.

 "It was pretty packed tonight. We had to 
give them a show," Hohler said. "It gave us 
momentum for the rest of the season."

Margaretta star senior Jake Leibacher heated 
up after halftime and finished with 23 points (19 
in the second half). But Hohler's supporting cast 
matched Leibacher's to help Huron improve to 
3-0, 2-0 in the Bay.

"Dylan carried us," Huron coach Bobby James 
said. "One of the biggest games he's played and 

n See TIGERS, Page B4

Sandusky’s pressure 
too much for Sailors
 By DAN ANGELO
Tandem Media Network

VERMILION

S a n d u s k y  c a m e  o u t 
aggressive and it paid divi-
dends.

The Blue Streaks forced 
Vermilion into 25 turnovers 
and just 12-of-30 shooting 
Friday night, rolling to a 
61-29 Sandusky Bay Confer-
ence Lake Division victory.

“ We  w a n t  t o  g e t  u p 
and down full court,” said 
Sandusky coach DeMar 
Moore. “We want to put a 
lot of pressure on teams. We 
want to take the ball out for 
the best ballhandler’s hands 
and force other guys to make 
plays.

“I think we did a really 
good job of that tonight with 
the pressure that we caused.”

The Streaks (2-2, 2-0) 

also found that living in the 
paint has its benefits, hitting 
25-of-39 shots from inside 
the arc.

“Against  Bellevue,  we 
shot 20-some 3s and made 
maybe four, so one of the 
focuses this week was to get 
the ball into paint, attack 
the basket, be aggressive,” 
Moore said. “We wanted 
to let our defense turn into 
offense and I thought we did 
a good job of that.”

Malaky Johnson scored 
11 off the bench to lead 
Sandusky in scoring, while 
DeMar Moore Jr. finished 
with 10. Also off the bench, 
Darrion Durham finished 
with eight points and led 
Sandusky with a game-high 
nine rebounds.

“I just box out and crash 

n See STREAKS, Page B4

Bellevue holds on
By BILLY HEYEN
bheyen@tandemnetwork.com

PERKINS TWP.

In Ed Rich’s seven years 
as Bellevue’s head coach, he 
had never won at Perkins.

That is, until Friday night.
“It’s huge,” Rich said. “... 

That kind of stuff irks me, 
so it was nice to get that 
monkey off my back.”

Bellevue (1-2, 1-1 SBC 
Lake) hung on to win 47-46 
at Perkins (0-2, 0-1). Tyler 
Ray led the Redmen with 14 
points, and his backcourt 
mate Deegan Horn added 
eight points.

Bellevue recently lost its 
league opener to Sandusky 
by a single point, but its 
fortunes flipped at Perkins.

“It’s the Lake Division,” 
Rich said. “We lose by one 
to Sandusky, we win by one 
tonight. Those are those 
things, tough first three 
games but we’ll take this 
win.”

Bellevue controlled most 
of the first half thanks to 
its guard play. The starting 
backcourt of Ray and Horn 
helped dictate the tempo 
w ith  the  bal l  and us e d 
defensive pressure to throw 
Perkins’ offense off its game.

The duo has rarely sat this 
year. Bellevue has a stable of 
wings and bigs to rotate into 
the game, but the three-year 
starters Horn and Ray get 
heavy minutes. Ray actually 
didn’t leave either of the 
Redmen’s first two games 
at all before sitting a bit at 
Perkins.

“We are gonna ride them, 
for sure,” Rich said.

Ray made the Pirates pay 
when they left him open. He 
hit early on from the right 
wing for 3, then flashed to 
the left corner for another 
triple before heading back to 
the right wing for a trifecta of 
3-pointers in the first half.

n See REDMEN, Page B4

Redmen eke out 47-46 league win at Perkins

Clyde 
edges 
Norwalk 
in OT
By MARK HAZELWOOD
Tandem Media Network

CLYDE

An early battle of attrition.
Both visiting Norwalk and 

Clyde had a half-dozen chances 
to put away Friday’s SBC Lake 
Division game.

It took an extra four minutes 
of overtime for either team to 
crack 40 points. Ultimately, 
despite its top two scorers 
fouling out, it was the Fliers 
getting one more stop in a 42-40 
win over the Truckers.

“It’s honestly great that we 
played them here instead of 
over there with the bigger 
court,” Clyde’s Kaiden Olson 
s a i d .  “ It  h e l p e d  w i t h  t h e 
defensive intensity. I think 
our home court and defensive 
pressure is why we came out on 
top.”

It didn’t look like the Fliers 
were going to need overtime. 
After two free throws by Brady 
Wilson with 2:32 left in the 
fourth quarter, Clyde held a 
35-29 lead.

B u t  N o r w a l k ’ s  C a l e b 
Sommers made two free throws 
with 2:15 left,  then after a 
turnover by the Fliers, Sommers 
drilled a 3-pointer with 1:21 left 
to bring his team within 35-34.

Wilson answered with two 
foul shots with 1:05 left, but 
Nor walk’s  Daniel  Traczek 
scored on a layup with 51 
s e c o n d s  l e f t  t o  k e e p  i t  a 
one-point deficit at 37-36. After 
Clyde missed the front end of a 
one-and-one foul shot with 13.3 
seconds left, Norwalk guard 
Ashton Coe was fouled taking a 
shot with 4.1 seconds left.

He missed the first attempt, 
but sank the second to tie the 
score. Clyde’s last-ditch attempt 
with no timeouts was off the 
mark, forcing overtime.

In overtime, Ian Minor drilled 
a 3-pointer to give the Truckers 

n See FLIERS, Page B4


