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Deer tag soup not so bitter after gun week
The ODNR Division of 

Wildlife reported that there 
were 70,413 deer checked in 
during the week-long gun 
season that was open from 
November 29 to December 4.

This represented an 8% 
increase from the three-year 
statewide average. Most of our 
local counties except Lucas 
103 (128), saw harvests higher 
than the three-year average (in 
parentheses), including Erie 
327 (261), Huron 1,166 (1,008), 
Lorain 783 (646), Ottawa 173 
(141), Sandusky 305 (278) and 
Wood 340 (339).

The breakdown of the kill 
included 25,263 antlered 
bucks, 36,096 antlerless does, 
8,021 button bucks and 1,033 
deer with antlers less than 3 
inches long or already shed or 
broken off.

Last Monday, Wednesday 
and Saturday, I went to the 
Licking County farm that I have 
hunted for the past 30 years.

With a 2½-hour drive, 
my strategy was to hunt the 
afternoon feeding periods, 

rather than leave home by 4 
a.m. to get into my blind before 
sunrise.

On Monday, when the first 
doe was sighted at 4:13 p.m., 
I chose to add some hunting 
pictures to my collection rather 
than end my season with a 
shot. Next to show up was a 
“fork horn” buck, then a small 
6-point buck before another 
pair of antlerless deer joined 
them.

However, I had been 
warned that there was snowfall 
expected in northwest Ohio 
that evening, so I decided not 
to shoot anything after 4:30 
p.m.

After the shot, I would still 
have to track the deer, field 
dress it, load it onto my ATV, 
take down my ground blind 
and load everything into my 
van with a snowstorm and 
potentially hazardous driving 
conditions looming.

On Wednesday, I saw 20 
deer along the way, reminding 
me of when my day wondered 
aloud how many deer were 

driving past on our way to the 
Jackson County farm where we 
hunted then.

The last four deer forced me 
to stop and let them clear off 
the road about 0.4 miles from 
the driveway of the farm that I 
was hunting.

I settled into my blind by 10 
a.m. but needed to wait until 
4 p.m. to see the first deer in 
the woods. Even through my 
binoculars and gun scope 
it was difficult to tell, but it 
looked to me like a button 
buck.

With no protruding “nubs” 
visible, it made determining 
that it was not a doe difficult 
while it milled around for 
nearly 15 minutes at 45 yards. 
I took several pictures that 
would later confirm that it 
was a button buck, but with 
shriveled nubs.

Due to strong winds 
predicted for Thursday that 
might have reduced deer 
activity and posed a high risk 
of falling limbs, and with other 
obligations scheduled for 

Friday, I returned Saturday for 
my final hunt of the week.

Although I planned to try to 
hunt all day Saturday, heavy 
fog blanketed the region until 
after 6 a.m. and forced me to 
wait. On my way to the woods 
through the pasture at 10 a.m., 
a medium-sized buck and doe 
trotted ahead of my ATV. They 
were fun to see, but irrelevant 
from a hunting standpoint.

While in my blind, I watched 
several overactive fox squirrels 
for hours and a hawk intent of 
having one of them for dinner. 
A group of five deer arrived at 
3:45 p.m. and approached to 
within 30 yards.

Unfortunately, their location 
required me to sharply twist to 
the right -- a more difficult shot 
for a right-handed shooter. By 
the time I was able to get the 
gun almost steady enough to 
aim, the “boss” doe stomped 
her feet -- a sign that she 
caught my scent.

Even while knowing that 
their departure was imminent, 
I was not willing to risk a 

rushed shot that might result 
in a less humane kill. Their 
post-haste exit marked my last 
chance to hang a tag on a deer 
that day.

As I took down my ground 
blind, four deer were coming 
across the pasture between 
the woods and several 
fancy houses that have 
been constructed on the 
neighboring property.

Obviously, shooting in that 
direction never crossed my 
mind.

Even though I had 
opportunities to shoot a deer 
during each of my days out, I 
elected not to pull the trigger 
for assorted reasons. Eating tag 
soup is not as bad knowing that 
it was my menu choice.

Another weekend of gun 
season is scheduled for 
December 18-19, muzzleloader 
season runs from January 8-11 
and archery season is open 
until February 6.
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Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh is AP 
coach of the year, Fickell 2nd

Michigan’s Jim Harbaugh is The Associated Press 
college football coach of the year after leading the 
Wolverines to their first Big Ten title in 17 years and 
a berth in the College Football Playoff.

Harbaugh is the first Michigan coach to win the 
AP Coach of the Year Award presented by Regions 
Bank, and the first from the Big Ten since Penn 
State’s Joe Paterno in 2005.

“It’s a tremendous reflection on the entire staff, 
players,” Harbaugh told the AP. “Everybody shares 
in it. A rising tide lifts all ships.”

He received 22 of 53 first-place votes and 103 
points from a panel of AP Top 25 voters to finish 
ahead of Cincinnati’s Luke Fickell, who had 16 first-
place votes and 88 points.

Baylor’s Dave Aranda was third and Michigan 
State’s Mel Tucker was fourth. Kirby Smart was 
fifth with a first-place vote and Utah State’s Blake 
Anderson was sixth, receiving three first-place 
votes.

Alabama’s Nick Saban and Wake Forest’s Dave 
Clawson also received first-place votes.

INDIANAPOLIS

Al Unser, a four-time winner  
of Indianapolis 500, dies at 82

Al Unser, one of only four drivers to win the 
Indianapolis 500 a record four times, died 
Thursday following a long illness. He was 82.

Unser died at his home in Chama, New Mexico, 
with his wife, Susan, by his side, Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway said early Friday. He had been 
battling cancer for 17 years.

“My heart is so saddened. My father passed 
away last night,” son Al Unser Jr., himself a two-
time Indy 500 winner,  posted on social media. 
“He was a Great man and even a Greater Father. 
Rest In Peace Dad!”

Unser is the third member of one of America’s 
most famed racing families to die in 2021.

Known as “Big Al” once his own son made a 
name for himself in racing, Unser is part of an 
elite club of four-time winners of “The Greatest 
Spectacle in Racing.” Unser won the Indy 500 
in 1970, 1971, 1978 and 1987, and is the only 
driver in history to have both a sibling and a child 
also win one of the biggest races in the world.

INDIANAPOLIS

NCAA puts Auburn on 4 years 
probation, suspends Pearl

The NCAA has placed the Auburn men’s 
basketball program on four years probation for 
unethical conduct involving former associate head 
coach Chuck Person and imposed a two-game 
suspension on coach Bruce Pearl for failing to 
monitor his assistant and adequately promote 
compliance.

An NCAA Committee on Infractions panel issued 
its findings Friday. The NCAA, however, mostly 
accepted Auburn’s self-imposed penalties in the 
case dating back to September 2017, when FBI 
agents arrested Person as part of a wide-ranging 
investigation into corruption in college basketball.

Pearl will be suspended the next two games 
for the 18th-ranked Tigers, Saturday against 
Nebraska in Atlanta and next Tuesday against 
North Alabama.

ATLANTA

Pro Bowler, Super Bowl champ 
Demaryius Thomas dies at 33

Demaryius Thomas overcame a troubled 
childhood. He managed to shine as a receiver 
in Georgia Tech’s run-oriented offense. By the 
time his NFL career was over, he had earned five 
straight Pro Bowl honors and a Super Bowl ring 
with the Denver Broncos.

The football world mourned Friday for Thomas, 
who died in his suburban Atlanta home at the 
age of 33 — less than six months after officially 
announcing his retirement from the NFL.

Thomas was found dead Thursday night, said 
Officer Tim Lupo, public information officer for the 
police department in Roswell.

“Preliminary information is that his death 
stems from a medical issue,” Lupo said Friday.

INDIANAPOLIS

Fake slides now against rules 
after Pickett’s trick vs. Wake

The fake slide Pittsburgh quarterback Kenny 
Pickett used to help clear his path for a long 
touchdown run in the Atlantic Coast Conference 
championship game is against the rules in 
college football — effective immediately.

National coordinator of officials Steve Shaw has 
instructed all officials to blow a play dead at the 
spot where a ball carrier fakes a slide to cause 
defenders to back off from making a tackle.

“As far as the fake slide play from the ACC 
Championship Game, there is concern that QBs 
could be rehearsing their ‘fake slide’ for their 
post season game,” Shaw wrote in an email to 
The Associated Press on Friday. 
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SATURDAY
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN)

11:30 a.m. ESPN2 — Holiday Hoopsgiving: 
Nebraska vs. Auburn

12 p.m. BTN — Wisconsin at Ohio St.
12 p.m. ESPNU — La-Lafayette at La Tech
12 p.m. FOX — Syracuse at Georgetown
12 p.m. FS1 — BYU vs. Creighton
1:30 p.m. ESPN2 — Arkansas at Oklahoma
2 p.m. ACCN — Holiday Hoopsgiving:  

Drake vs. Clemson
2 p.m. BTN — Penn St. at Michigan St.
2 p.m. ESPNU — Miss. St. vs. Colorado St. 
2 p.m. FS1 — Cent. Connecticut at Providence
2:30 p.m. FOX — UCLA at Marquette
3:15 p.m. ESPN — Missouri at Kansas
4 p.m. ESPN2 — St. Bonaventure vs. UConn
4 p.m. FS1 — E. Illinois at Butler
4:30 p.m. SECN — UNC-Greensboro at Tenn.
5 p.m. FOX — Arizona at Illinois
5 p.m. NBCSN — Bos. College at Saint Louis
5:15 p.m. ESPN — Kentucky at Notre Dame
6 p.m. ESPN2 — LSU vs. Georgia Tech
6:30 p.m. FS1 — Minnesota at Michigan
6:30 p.m. SECN — TCU vs. Texas A&M
8 p.m. ACCN — Elon at North Carolina
8:30 p.m. FS1 — Cincinnati at Xavier
8:30 p.m. SECN — W. Kentucky vs. Miss.
10 p.m. ESPN2 — Houston at Alabama

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN)
1 p.m. ABC — UCLA vs. UConn, Newark, N.J.
4 p.m. ACCN — N. Hampshire at Bos. College
6 p.m. ACCN — Clemson at Syracuse

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
12 p.m. ESPN — FCS Playoff:  

East Tennessee St. at N. Dakota St.
3 p.m. CBS — Army vs. Navy, 
8 p.m. ESPN — Heisman Trophy Ceremony

COLLEGE HOCKEY 
4:30 p.m. BTN — Minn. Duluth at Minnesota
7 p.m. NBCSN — Michigan St. at Notre Dame
8 p.m. BTN — Michigan at Ohio St.

COLLEGE VOLLEYBALL 
4 p.m. ESPNU — Purdue at Pittsburgh
6 p.m. ESPNU — Georgia Tech at Louisville
8 p.m. ESPNU — Minnesota at Wisconsin
10 p.m. ESPNU — Nebraska at Texas

GOLF
3 p.m. NBC — PGA Tour: The QBE Shootout

NBA 
8:30 p.m. ABC — Golden St. at Philadelphia

NHL 
7 p.m. NHLN — Chicago at Toronto

SOCCER 
9:55 a.m. NBCSN — Southampton at Arsenal
10 a.m. USA — Aston Villa at Liverpool
12:30 p.m. NBC — Man. United at Norwich C.
3 p.m. ABC — MLS Cup:  

NY City FC at Portland, Championship
CFL 

6 p.m. ESPN2 — Grey Cup:  
Winnipeg at Hamilton

SUNDAY
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN)

12 p.m. BTN — Merrimack at Indiana

12 p.m. ESPN2 — Florida St. vs. S. Carolina
12 p.m. FS1 — Colgate at St. John’s
2 p.m. BTN — Purdue vs. NC State
2 p.m. ESPN2 — Virginia Tech at Dayton
3 p.m. ABC — Villanova at Baylor
4 p.m. ESPN2 — Kent St. at West Virginia
4 p.m. ESPNU — NJIT at Northwestern
4:30 p.m. BTN — Florida vs. Maryland
7 p.m. ACCN — Monmouth at Pittsburgh
7 p.m. PAC-12N — Oregon at Stanford
7:30 p.m. FS1 — Rutgers at Seton Hall

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN)
1 p.m. ESPN — Kentucky at Louisville
1 p.m. SECN — Florida St. at Florida
3 p.m. ESPN — Maryland at South Carolina
3 p.m. SECN — New Orleans at Auburn
5 p.m. SECN — Little Rock at Arkansas
7 p.m. BTN — Indiana at Ohio St.

COLLEGE SOCCER (MEN)
2 p.m. ESPNU — NCAA College Cup: 

Championship
COLLEGE WRESTLING

6 p.m. ESPNU — Oklahoma St. at Oklahoma
GOLF

2 p.m. NBC — PGA Tour: The QBE Shootout
NFL 

1 p.m. CBS — Baltimore at Cleveland
4:05 p.m. FOX — Detroit at Denver
4:25 p.m. CBS — San Francisco at Cincinnati
8:20 p.m. NBC — Chicago at Green Bay

SOCCER 
8:55 a.m. NBCSN — West Ham U. at Burnley
11:25 a.m. NBCSN — Everton at Crystal 

Palace

of three other finalists at the last race in 
Phoenix to claim the series championship.

The Thorsons, who have overseen the 
longest-tenured Truck Series team, which 
they launched in 1996, won their first 
owners title on the strength of the finishes of 
all their trucks.

“We’ve had a great year,” Pepper said. 
“In 26 years of trying for Duke and Rhonda, 
we finally won that elusive owner’s 
championship. In a lot of ways for the team 
guys, it’s great to win a driver’s title, but we 
want to be the best team.”

Rhodes clicked with crew chief Rich 
Lushes to deliver ThorSport’s fourth driver 
title in nine years. (Matt Crafton has won 
three times, in 2013, 2014 and 2019).

“We had a lot of confidence in Rich and 
Ben,” Pepper said. “We’ve had several 
different crew chief combinations with 
him. They’ve always been good but not 
phenomenal. For whatever reason, right 
out of the box, Rich and Ben communicated 
really well.”

Rhodes will be back as as full-time driver 
in his No. 99 Tundra. Crafton also will return 
in his No. 88.

ThorSport’s other three drivers — Johnny 
Sauter, Christian Eckes and Ty Majeski — 
are waiting for their marching orders.

Pepper’s team is still working on sponsor 
deals and matching up crew chiefs.

“The pieces of the puzzle are coming 
together slowly,” he said. “We’re building 
the edges right now and will fill in the center 
later. We’re working around the particulars 
on the other three.

“The upside is a lot of people are 
interested in being partners with ThorSport 
Racing. We just gotta figure out how they all 
fit in the mix.”

Grant Enfinger, who drove for ThorSport 
for five years and delivered a regular-season 
championship in 2019, has moved on to 
Petty GMS Motorsports.

Enfinger drove part-time for ThorSport 
last year due to a lack of sponsorship.

“We had a great run with him,” Pepper 
sa i d .  “ He  wa nt e d  t o  pu r su e  o t h e r 
opportunities with one of our competitors. 
They made an offer that he couldn’t refuse. 
He leaves on fantastic terms.

“He delivered five wins to us and a 
regular-season championship. Grant’s 
always gonna be in our family. If we can’t 
win we’ll root for him.”

The five drivers who will run in 2022 are 
a mix of young and old. Crafton (45) and 
Sauter (43) are the veterans. Majeski, 27, has 
had success in several series, including late 
models.

Eckes turned 21 last month. He raced 
part-time for ThorSport this season and led 
a historic 1-2-3-4 ThorSport finish as Las 
Vegas.

“It ’s the best driver lineup we’ve 
assembled,” Pepper said. “I feel like our 
trucks are as good as anything out there, if 

not better. Our lineup is tremendous.
“Our core group, we probably have 20 

guys who have been here a decade or more.”
That made the driver-owner sweep much 

sweeter to many at ThorSport.
R h o d e s  c l i n c h e d  h i s  p l a y o f f 

championship with a third-place finish at 
Phoenix. The Thorsons won the owners 
title because their team performed the 
best, top to bottom. Better than Kyle Busch 
Motorsports.

“You gotta beat the best to be the best,” 
Pepper said. “We’ve come up short to (KBM) 
about four times. It was a tremendous 
feeling. Duke and Rhonda won’t say ‘we 
want to win this’ but they’re competitive 
people and they give us everything we need.

“I think there’s a real sense of pride when 
they can look at the team they’ve assembled 
here and finally be able to say we had the 
best team. To deliver that trophy to him, 
there aren’t words to describe how good 
that makes me feel.”
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Provided photos

ThorSport’s Matt Crafton (88) and Ben Rhodes (99) have claimed two of the last three NASCAR Truck Series driver championships.

Ben Rhodes celebrates his Truck Series title in his Toyota Tundra.


