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Capt. Eric Hirzel with a 15.4-pound walleye he caught on 
Thanksgiving Day in 2012.

November walleye catches can bring fame, fortune
While still being practiced by 

smaller numbers, the former 
local Thanksgiving morning 
tradition of rabbit and pheasant 
hunting is almost absent in 
younger generations of active 
sportsmen. Instead, thousands 
of anglers have hundreds of 
thousands of reasons to still 
be fishing for walleyes on Lake 
Erie.

The trailers filling the public 
boat launch parking lots from 
Catawba to Cleveland provide 
solid evidence of the strong 
attraction trophy walleyes have 
this time of year.

Lake Erie, from the Islands 
to Cleveland, hosts the most 
numbers of walleyes this time 
of the year, presently estimated 
to be around 95 million 
catchable fish (age 2 years and 
over).

Approaching deadlines of 
two lucrative fishing derbies 
cannot be denied as the driving 

force compelling anglers 
to still be fishing when air 
temperatures are often below 
freezing.

The Walleye Fall Brawl that 
was started 11 years ago was 
moved from Erie Outfitters to 
Cabela’s in Avon. It is offering 
more than $405,000 in prizes, 
including fully rigged fishing 
boats for first ($125,000) and 
second places ($115,000) and 
cash to the third ($65,000) 
through fifth place ($45,000).

A new derby, called the 
Walleye Slam has a $150,000 
boat as the prize for first place 
and cash winnings from 
$50,000 for second place down 
to $5,000 for 10th. That tourney 
is based at Erie Outfitters in 
Sheffield Lake.

Many anglers entered both 
derbies, with recent reports 
showing 10,574 registered in 
the Walleye Fall Brawl and 
7,355 in the Walleye Slam. The 

winners are determined by the 
heaviest weight of the walleyes 
entered in the respective 
contests.

While most of the biggest 
fish are being caught offshore 
during the day and night, some 
of the leading entries have 
come from shore fishermen, 
casting lures at night off local 
piers.

Gizzard shad that are 
floundering from cold water 
shock collect in dense schools 
in the Sandusky Sub-Basin, 
making Huron the epicenter 
of the action. Walleyes can 
efficiently gorge on this most 
abundant forage fish that is 
responsible for the fast growth 
rates seen in Lake Erie.

Obviously, the specific 
locations and lure choices and 
colors are being kept secret to 
reduce competition for prized 
spots, but trolled Reef Runners, 
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GREAT OUTDOORS

D-IV REGIONAL FINAL | PORT CLINTON 49, VAN WERT 21

FOOTBALL | OHIO STATE

Buckeyes 
face upstart 
Spartans
By The Associated Press

COLUMBUS

When Mel Tucker took the coaching job at 
Michigan State, he promised his players they 
would play for championships.

The second-year coach has the Spartans 
knocking at the door already.

" I  m e a n t  t h a t , "  Tu c k e r  s a i d  o f  h i s 
pronouncement in February 2020 when he 
r e p l a c e d  t h e 
r e t i r i n g  M a r k 
Dantonio. "We're 
in November, and 
we're in the hunt."

T h e  h u n t  i s 
about to get a good 
deal more rugged 
for surprising No. 7 
Michigan State (9-1, 6-1 Big Ten). The Spartans 
are a big underdog against No. 4 Ohio State 
(9-1, 7-0) on Saturday in Columbus, where 
100,000 fans in Ohio Stadium will make the 
visitors' expedition even more difficult.

"Certainly turned that roster, quickly, over 
to a championship-level roster," Ohio State 
coach Ryan Day said of his Michigan State 
counterpart.

This game is huge. The winner stays in 
the race for the Big Ten East and the College 
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Next Game
n WHO: Ohio State  
vs. Michigan State
n WHEN: Noon Saturday
n TV: FOX

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Redskins roll
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ABOVE: Port Clinton running back Garrett Cornell breaks away from Van Wert’s Aidan Pratt (15) and follows his big offensive line 
during Friday’s Division IV regional final at Donnell Stadium in Findlay. Cornell carried 30 times for 206 yards and two touchdowns. 
BELOW: Port Clinton’s Josh Hurst tries to elude the tackle of Van Wert’s Aidan Pratt.

Bellevue, 
Vermilion 
win openers

Port Clinton advances to state semifinal by 
knocking out defending champ Van Wert 

From staff reports
MILAN TWP. 

It looked like the same old Bellevue.
The Lady Red dominated from the opening 

tip Friday night, running away with a 60-22 
victory over Edison on the first night of the 
h i g h  s c h o o l 
girls basketball 
season.

" W e  c a m e 
o u t  a n d  d i d 
w h a t  w e 
wanted to do 
defensively," 
B e l l e v u e 
c o a c h  K o r y 
Santoro said. 
"We got in the 
passing lanes 
a n d  c a u s e d 
turnovers."

B e l l e v u e 
senior  guard 
E m m a 
B o l l i n g e r 
s c o r e d  1 9 
points in the 
f i r s t  q u a r t e r 
and f inished 
with 26 to lead 
the Lady Red.

"She shot the ball really well and played 
good defense," Santoro said. "She's a first-team 
all-league player and that's what we expect her 
to do."
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Bellevue’s Emma Bollinger 
scored 26 points Friday night 
to lead the Lady Red.

By BILLY HEYEN
bheyen@tandemnetwork.com

FINDLAY

P o r t  C l i n t o n  w a s n ’ t 
supposed to be here. 

This was a team picked to 
finish fourth in its own division 
in a preseason poll, a program 
that had never made it to 
this stage or won this many 
games in a season dating to 
its inception in 1925, a group 
lacking depth on its roster.

“The doubt, we love that, 
we thrive off of that,” PC senior 
receiver Tyler Webb said. 
“They can keep doubting us.”

There were a number of 
steps on this journey, then, 
that Port Clinton was never 
supposed to reach: outright 
conference champion, playoff 
winner, then playoff winner 
twice more, before meeting 
Van Wert in a regional final 
with a spot in the state final 
four on the line. 

But Port Clinton was there 
at each of those checkpoints, 
and on Friday night they were 
here, in Findlay, playing in the 
biggest game in the history of 
PC’s football program. 

And the Redskins certainly 
showed up.

“Nobody would’ve thought 
little Port Clinton would be 
here right now,” PC’s Cashes 
Jackson said. “We’re here.”

P o r t  C l i n t o n ’s  s e a s o n 
will continue on to a state 
semifinal after a 49-21 win 
over defending Division IV 
state champion Van Wert 
(12-2) at Donnell Stadium.

The Redskins (13-1) forced 
t h re e  t u r n ov e r s,  Ga r re t t 
Cornell  ran for 206 yards 
and two scores, Cam Gillum 
rushed for three touchdowns, 
Josh Hurst caught a pair of TDs 
and Port Clinton secured its 
first-ever regional football title.

PC will take on Youngstown 
Ursuline, a 64-35 winner over 
Beloit West Branch on Friday 
night, in a state semifinal at a 
site to be announced.

“I’ve never been in this 
situation before,” Port Clinton 
coach Beau Carmon said. 
“None of us have. Just joy, 
pride, things that you would 
expect from this football team. 
These kids deserve it, and I’m 
just so happy for them.”

Earlier this week, Carmon 

said PC had “nothing to lose,” 
and that mindset showed from 
the opening coin toss, when 
the Redskins won and elected 
to receive to start the game.

Port Clinton couldn’t cash 
in on its opening drive, but 
Webb forced and recovered a 
fumble on Van Wert’s second 
play to get the ball right back. 
After Gillum threw to Adam 
Thorbahn for a first down, 
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