
SHAWNEE TOWNSHIP — 
Dedication.

Shawnee’s Myles Aldrich is 
the embodiment of that word in 
more ways than one.

Before the final game last 
season, Aldrich’s father passed 
away due to pancreatic cancer, 
so the senior dedicated this sea-
son to his dad. It paid off with a 
standout year for the Indians at 
linebacker.

During the regular season, 
Aldrich recorded 120 tackles, 
five sacks and 10 tackles for 
loss and had an interception for 
a touchdown. His performance 
on the field earned him the 
Western Buckeye League Defen-
sive Back of the Year honor, 
Division III All-Northwest Dis-
trict co-defensive player of the 
year and the 2021 Lima News 
Dream Team defensive player of 
the year.

“He actually passed away 
before our last game last year, 
so it made my goal this year to 
win defensive player of the year 
in our league,” Aldrich said. 
“So I wrote his birthday on my 
helmet every game, and I just 
play harder when I play for two 
people.”

Aldrich admitted his father 
was not a big sports guy grow-
ing up but said he definitely 
taught him some life lessons 
such as work hard and listen to 
authority figures.

“His lessons really stuck 
with me, and I am just glad he 
can still be a part of my life,” 
Aldrich said.

Shawnee coach Jerry Cooper 
said the thing that set him apart 
this year was his “I am going to 
go after it mentality.”

“From the very first day of 
practice to the last down of the 
last game, he was just letting it 
all hang out,” Cooper said. “He 
played with great intensity and 
great enthusiasm and just play-
ing so hard. Then you couple 
that with all the work he did in 
the offseason to get ready to 
play.”

Cooper added that Aldrich 
ran track last spring to try to 
improve his speed . He partici-
pated in high jump to work on 
his explosiveness. He also was 
a frequent visitor to the weight 
room, so when he came in to 
preseason in July, Aldrich had 
added 20 pounds to his frame 
and was faster and more explo-
sive. The Shawnee coach said 

that culminated in his banner 
year.

“Myles has probably changed 
more from his freshman year to 
his senior year than any player 
I have ever coached, and I have 
been coaching a long time,” 
Cooper said. “He was kind of 
short, slightly overweight fresh-
man, and as a sophomore he 
grew out of that middle school 
body. Then he started getting 
muscular in between there, 
and he just contoured his body 
because of how he worked out.”

But the mental discipline is 
what Cooper said stood out for 
him.

“He just said, ‘I am going to 
go as hard as I can,’ and the 
players on the team realized it, 
that you did not want to mess 
with Myles on the practice field 
because he was going to go 
hard,” Cooper said. “If you got 
in his way, you are liable to get 
hurt out there because that is 
the kind of mentality out there. 
He was just going hard all the 
time.”

Aldrich said he felt he could 
be one of the best this year in 
the team’s scrimmages.

“In one of our scrimmages I 
had a big game on offense and 
defense, so I was like, ‘Maybe 
I can help our team win.’ And 
then after the first game (a 
20-13 win over Lima Central 
Catholic), they were giving me 
praise, so I said, ‘Maybe I got 
something going.’”

Aldrich added that his  
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Goulet displayed confidence, versatility

Schafer 
enjoyed 
fresh 
challenge
By Jose Nogueras
jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

COLUMBUS GROVE – 
How do you replace “the 
class?”

That was the question 
Columbus Grove coach 

Andy Schafer 
heard a lot 
prior to the 
football sea-
son. In 2020, 
the Bulldogs, 
led by a host 
of talented 
seniors such 
as Blake 

Reynolds and Gabe Clem-
ent to name just a couple, 
were coming off a North-
west Conference title and a 
deep run in the playoffs.

But Schafer answered 
that question with an unde-
feated 10-0 regular season, 
another NWC title (the 
school’s fourth in a row) 
and another deep run in the 
playoffs. It earned him the 
2021 Lima News Dream 
Team Coach of the Year 
honors.

“We knew we had a 
pretty good nucleus of kids 
coming back,” Schafer said. 
“It was a shortened season 
last season, but with us hav-
ing the success we had, it 
ended up being a fairly long 
season. When that happens 
you have a lot of injuries, 
so you have kids that get 
to play when you are not 
expecting them to play.

“So that being said, we 
had a lot more experience 
back on the field than what 
people gave us credit for. I 
kind of knew that is what 
people were going to say 
is ‘how are you going to 
replace all these guys,’ but 
in the back of my mind I 
thought we had a pretty 
good supporting cast. We 
just didn’t have the kids 
that you normally hear 
because they are more 
blockers and tacklers than 
guys who stretch the field 
vertically.”

What Schafer also had 
was a senior class who had 
lived in the shadows of 
those guys, so this year’s 
group came in with some-
thing to prove. They did so 
by making school history 
with a fourth-straight NWC 
title.

Like all good coaches, 
Schafer was not afraid to 
make adjustments to his 
team despite past success. 
One of the major changes 
came on defense. After run-
ning the 3-4 last season, 
Schafer opted for the 4-3, 
and it paid off with the Bull-
dogs having one of the best 
defenses in school history.

During the regular sea-
son, Columbus Grove gave 
up an average of 8 points 
a contest. In seven of the 
Bulldogs’ games, they held 
the opponent to single dig-
its. The most points scored 
on them this year was 21 
points against Leipsic.

“On defense it always 
starts with trust,” Schafer  
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WAPAKONETA – Wapakoneta 
coach Travis Moyer pretty much 
sums up Braeden Goulet’s value 
to the Redskins this season by 
stating, “We don’t win the WBL 
without him.”

The Redskin signal-caller, 
who also played defensive back, 
was the guiding force on offense 
that helped Wapakoneta to a 9-2 
overall year, a share of the league 
title and a berth in the playoffs.

Goulet rushed for 1,098 yards 
during the regular season with 
16 touchdowns and passed for 
six touchdowns and 862 yards en 
route to being named Western 
Buckeye League co-offensive 

back of the year and the 2021 
Lima News Dream Team offen-
sive player of the year.

After a season that was beset 
by injuries in 2020, Goulet came 
into this year ready to be the 
Redskins’ quarterback and put 
last year behind him.

“My approach this year was 
come to practice and work as 
hard as you can and listen to 
the coaches and be excited for 
the season and come win some 
games,” Goulet said. “I had to be 
the leader and lead everyone in 
the right direction.”

2021 LIMA NEWS DREAM TEAM DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Richard Parrish | The Lima News
Shawnee’s Myles Aldrich, shown here tackling Wapakoneta’s Braeden Goulet, dedicated this season to his father and wore 
his dad’s birthday on his helmet this year.

2021 LIMA NEWS 
DREAM TEAM 
COACH OF THE 
YEAR

Schafer

2021 LIMA NEWS DREAM TEAM OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Amanda Wilson | The Lima News
Wapakoneta’s Braeden Goulet (10), shown here against St. Marys, was 
effective as a runner and passer for the Redskins this season.
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UPCOMING GAMES

COlUMbUS  
blUE jACkEtS

SAtURDAY
Michigan

Noon (FOX, 
1150 AM,  
99.7 FM)

FRIDAY
Vancouver

7 p.m. (BSO)

SAtURDAY
at St. Louis

8 p.m. (BSO)

NOV. 30
at Nashville

8 p.m. (BSO)

SUNDAY
at Baltimore

8:20 p.m. 
(NBC, 93.1 

FM)

DEC. 12
Baltimore

1 p.m. (CBS, 
93.1 FM)

DEC. 18
Las Vegas

1 p.m. (NFL, 
93.1 FM)

SUNDAY
Pittsburgh

1 p.m. (CBS, 
1150 AM)

DEC. 5
L.A. Chargers
1 p.m. (CBS, 

1150 AM)

DEC. 12
San Francisco
1 p.m. (CBS, 

1150 AM)

ClEVElAND 
bROWNS

OhIO StAtE 
FOOtbAll

CINCINNAtI 
bENGAlS

ClEVElAND 
CAVAlIERS

NOV. 30
Duke

9 p.m.
9:30 p.m. 

(ESPN)

DEC. 5
at Penn St.
7:30 p.m. 

(BTN)

DEC. 8
Townson

tODAY
Phoenix

7 p.m. (BSO)

SAtURDAY
Orlando

8 p.m. (BSO)

MONDAY
at Dallas
8:30 p.m. 

(BSO)

OhIO StAtE 
bASkEtbAll

ON thE AIR
tIME EVENt  tV/RADIO

COllEGE bASkEtbAll (MEN’S)
Noon  Battle 4 Atlantis semifinals  ESPN
Noon  Dayton vs. Miami  ESPN2
2:30 p.m.  North Texas vs. Kansas  ESPN
2:30 p.m.  Battle 4 Atlantis, consolation 
 semifinals  ESPN2
5 p.m.  Battle 4 Atlantis, semifinals  ESPN
5 p.m.  Alabama vs. Iona  ESPN2
7 p.m.  UAB vs. New Mexico  FS1
7:30 p.m.  Battle 4 Atlantis, consolation 
 semifinal  ESPN2
7:30 p.m.  Belmont vs. Drake  ESPNU
9:30 p.m.  Louisville vs. Mississippi State  CBSSN
9:30 p.m.  Southern Cal. vs. Saint Joseph’s  ESPN2
9:30 p.m.  San Francisco vs. Townson  FS1
11:30 p.m.  Georgetown vs. San Diego St.  ESPN2

COllEGE FOOtbAll
3:30 p.m.  Fresno St. at San Jose St.  FS1
7:30 p.m.  Mississippi at Mississippi St.  ESPN

GOlF
5 a.m.  EPGA: The Joburg Open  GOLF
2:30 p.m.  LEPPGA: The Spain Open  GOLF
1 a.m. (Fri.) Asian Tour: Blue Canyon Phuket 
 Championship GOLF
5 a.m. (Fri.) EPGA Tour: Joburg Open GOLF

hORSE RACING
11:30 a.m. NYRA: America’s Day at the Races FS1

NFl
12:30 p.m.  Chicago at Detroit  FOX, 93.1 FM
4:30 p.m.  Las Vegas at Dallas  CBS, 93.1 FM
8:20 p.m.  Buffalo at New Orleans  NBC, 93.1 FM

MEN’S SOCCER
3 a.m.  UEFA Champions League: 
 TBA (Taped) CBSSN
4:30 p.m.  Portlant at Colorado  FOX
10 p.m.  Tigres UANL at Santos Laguna  FS2
Midnight  UEFA Champions League  CBSSN
2 a.m. (Fri.) UEFA Champions League  CBSSN
4 a.m. (Fri.) UEFA Championsh League  CBSSN

Nhl
7 p.m. Winnipeg at Columbus BSO, 93.1 FM
7 p.m. Vancouver at Pittsburgh NHLN
10 p.m. Toronto at Los Angeles TNT

tENNIS
2 p.m. WTT: New York vs. Springfield, Orange 
County vs. Chicago TENNIS

Pro Football HOF 
semifinalists 
announced
Associated Press 

Seven first-time eligible former players, including 
wide receivers Andre Johnson, Steve Smith and 
Anquan Boldin, are among 26 modern day semifi-
nalists for the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s class of 
2022.

Joining them as candidates for induction next 
year are outstanding kick returner Devin Hester; 
pass-rushing standouts Robert Mathis and DeMar-
cus Ware; and run-stuffing defensive tackle Vince 
Wilfork. Each last played in the 2016 season.

Other semifinalists include 17 former players who 
made it that far this year, plus running backs Eddie 
George, who retired following the 2004 season, and 
Ricky Watters, who retired in 2001, and made the 
list for a second time.

Repeaters from the ‘21 semifinals are cornerback 
Eric Allen, defensive end Jared Allen, offensive 
tackle Willie Anderson, CB Ronde Barber, OT Tony 
Boselli, safety LeRoy Butler, receiver Torry Holt, 
linebacker Sam Mills, DT Richard Seymour, WR-
special teamer Steve Tasker, running back Fred Tay-
lor, LB Zach Thomas, WRs Hines Ward and Reggie 
Wayne, LB Patrick Willis, S Darren Woodson, and 
DT Bryant Young.

Repeat finalists from 2021 who were not elected 
for that class include Barber, Boselli, Butler, Holt, 
Wayne, Jared Allen, Seymour, Thomas and Mills.

The 26 semifinalists will be reduced to 15 final-
ists before the final voting process in January. The 
inductees will be announced on Feb. 10 during NFL 
Honors, the prime-time awards show when The 
Associated Press reveals its individual award win-
ners for the 2021 NFL season, including Most Valu-
able Player and Coach of the Year.

Three finalists previous announced are Dick Ver-
meil in the coaching category, former referee and 
officiating executive Art McNally in the contributor 
category, and former Raiders receiver Cliff Branch 
in the senior category.

Inductions at the Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, 
will be in early August.

Tasker, considered the premier special teams 
player of his era, is a nine-time semifinalist. Holt, 
a playmaker for the Rams, has made the semifinals 
for the eighth time. Boselli, who starred for Jack-
sonville, is a seven-time semifinalist, while Ward, 
the dynamic Steelers wideout, makes it for the sixth 
time, as does Woodson, a hard-hitting defensive 
back with Dallas.

This is the fifth trip to the semifinals for Barber, 
a brilliant cover cornerback for Tampa Bay; Butler, 
a stalwart defender with Green Bay; the late Mills, 
a star in the USFL and then for New Orleans and 
Carolina in the NFL; and Seymour, a versatile defen-
sive lineman in New England and Oakland.

hunt, Conklin return to practice
BEREA, Ohio (AP) — The Cleveland Browns 

could have two key offensive players back for Sun-
day’s AFC North showdown against Baltimore.

Dynamic running back Kareem Hunt and two-
time All-Pro starting right tackle Jack Conklin 
were designated for return from injured reserve.

QUICk hItS

Coaching stability separates 
Big Ten from other conferences
by Steve Megargee
AP Sports Writer 

Minnesota’s P.J. Fleck 
sees the rampant coach-
ing turnover going on this 
season and feels grateful 
about his relative security.

“There are a lot of 
things going on around 
the country, coaches who 
had great years last year 
that don’t have jobs now 
a year later,” said Fleck, 
who owns a 33-23 record 
in five seasons coaching 
the Gophers.

Coaches across the Big 
Ten have reason to feel 
thankful on this holiday 
week.

The Big Ten is the 
only Power Five confer-
ence that hasn’t had at 
least one head coach-
ing change already this 
season. That follows an 
offseason in which only 
one Big Ten school fired a 
coach, with Illinois hiring 
Bret Bielema after Lovie 
Smith went 17-39 in 
five seasons. Penn State 
announced a 10-year deal 
for coach James Franklin.

“I think there’s a little 
bit of an old-school men-
tality from the adminis-
tration at a lot of these 
universities,” ESPN 
analyst and former Ohio 
State quarterback Kirk 
Herbstreit said. “I think 
that they pride them-
selves on prioritizing the 
importance of athletics. 
And they’re obviously 
very, very important, but 
people can roll their eyes 
all they want, but how 
a guy runs his program, 
is he graduating his 
players, are they good 
citizens, those things 
add up.”

Only three of the 14 Big 
Ten coaches (Bielema, 

Rutgers’ Greg Schiano 
and Michigan State’s Mel 
Tucker) are in their first 
or second season on the 
job. Rutgers fired Chris 
Ash four games into the 
2019 season and Mark 
Dantonio retired at Michi-
gan State in February 
2020.

“I just think that the 
intensity of social media, 
especially in that middle 
tier of the Big Ten, I just 
don’t think it’s as rabid as 
you might find in some 
other regions,” Herbstreit 
said. “Most notably the 
SEC, where it’s win a 
championship today. Win 
every game.”

Ten of the 14 Southeast-
ern Conference members 
have interim coaches, 
lame-duck coaches or 
coaches in their first or 
second seasons running 
their teams.

LSU announced last 
month that Ed Orgeron 

wouldn’t be back next 
year, even though he led 
the Tigers to a national 
championship two sea-
sons ago. Dan Mullen, 
who coached Florida to 
an SEC East title in 2020, 
was fired Sunday after 
losing six of his last nine 
games.

By contrast, Nebraska’s 
Scott Frost has produced 
a losing record each of his 
four seasons but will be 
back next year, though he 
took a pay cut and fired 
four assistants.

Big Ten network analyst 
and former Indiana coach 
Gerry DiNardo says the 
expectations are the same 
at any of the schools that 
have what he describes as 
“national championship or 
bust programs,” regard-
less of conference.

But there’s a big differ-
ence.

“In the Big Ten, there’s 
only one national champi-

onship or bust program,” 
DiNardo said in reference 
to Ohio State. “In the 
SEC, there’s probably 
five.”

In the Pac-12, three of 
the 14 member schools 
have fired their coaches 
since the start of this 
season ( Clay Helton at 
Southern California, Nick 
Rolovich at Washington 
State, Jimmy Lake at 
Washington).

Other Power Five pro-
grams to change coaches 
during the season include 
TCU, Texas Tech and Vir-
ginia Tech.

ESPN analyst and 
former Penn State quar-
terback Todd Blackledge 
is the son of Ron Black-
ledge, a longtime college 
and NFL assistant who 
was Kent State’s head 
coach from 1978-80. He 
sees a difference in the 
way Big Ten schools are 
handling things.

AP Photo
Nebraska head coach Scott Frost argues a call with linesman bruce keeling during the second half 
against Ohio State in an NCAA college football game, Nov. 6, 2021, at Memorial Stadium in lincoln, Neb. 
Ohio State defeated Nebraska 26-17.

Former MLB outfielder, manager Bill Virdon dies at 90
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Bill 

Virdon, the steady centerfielder 
who won the 1955 National League 
Rookie of the Year for St. Louis 
and guided the Houston Astros to 
three straight postseason appear-
ances as a manager, has died. He 
was 90.

Virdon died at the Lester E. Cox 
Medical Center in Springfield, 
Missouri according to Virdon’s 
wife Shirley. No cause of death was 
given.

Virdon was a career .267 hitter 
in 12 seasons with St. Louis and 
Pittsburgh, winning a World Series 
in 1960 with the Pirates and a Gold 
Glove in 1962. He retired for good 
in 1968 and went into coaching, 
going 995-921 during a 13-year 
managerial career that featured 
stints with Pittsburgh, the New 
York Yankees, Houston and Mon-
treal.

His greatest success came during 
an eight-year run with the Astros 

from 1975-82, when he led the 
franchise to its first two postseason 
appearances, both ending with 
five-game losses. Houston lost to 
Philadelphia in the 1980 NL Cham-
pionship Series and to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in an NL Division 
Series prompted by the 1981 play-
ers’ strike.

Virdon remains Houston’s career 
wins leader as a manager (544). He 
was voted NL Manager of the Year 
in 1980 after guiding the Astros to 
the NL West title, one they secured 
after defeating the Los Angeles 
Dodgers in a one-game playoff.

“His impact on the Astros orga-
nization will never be forgotten,” 
the Astros said in a statement. “He 
was respected throughout baseball 
for his intensity and knowledge of 
the game.”

Virdon was signed by the Yan-
kees in 1950 and traded to the St. 
Louis Cardinals in April 1954 in a 
deal that sent star outfielder Enos 

Slaughter to New York.
The left-handed-hitting Virdon 

reached the majors in 1955. Taking 
over for Hall of Famer Stan Musial 
in center, Virdon hit .281 with 17 
home runs and 68 RBIs while serv-
ing as one of the few bright spots 
for a team that finished next to last 
in the NL.

The Cardinals dealt Virdon 
to Pittsburgh in May 1955, and 
he flourished. By the time 1960 
arrived, the Pirates’ fortunes had 
turned thanks in part to an outfield 
that included Virdon in centerfield 
and Hall of Famer Roberto Clem-
ente in right.

Pittsburgh reached the 1960 
World Series and Virdon played a 
key role in the Pirates’ stunning 
upset of the Yankees. Virdon hit 
.241 in the seven-game series, 
including a pair of hits in Game 7. 
His sharp single to shortstop in the 
seventh inning helped the Pirates 
rally after falling behind 7-4.
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Braeden Goulet
Wapakoneta
6-1, 180 lbs., Sr., QB

Colin Metzger
Columbus Grove
5-9, 200 lbs., Sr., RB

Jackson Rohrs
Upper Scioto Valley
6-0. 180 lbs., Sr., RB

Terry Riley
Perry
5-10, 160 lbs., Sr., WR

Aiden Morris
Pandora-Gilboa
6-0, 160 lbs., So., WR

Maddix Crutchfield
Vam Wert
6-1, 210 lbs., Jr., TE

Tyler Leopold
Ottawa-Glandorf
6-5, 310 lbs., Sr., OL

Cullen Dunn
Van Wert
5-11, 225 lbs., Sr., OL

Trevor Houts
Wapakoneta
5-11, 225 lbs., Sr., OL

Jacob Lauk
Lima Central Catholic
6-2, 246 lbs. Jr., OL

Mitchell Douglas
Columbus Grove
6-0, 250 lbs., Sr., OL

Lucas Prichard
Bath
6-4, 255 lbs., Sr., DL

Dylan Giesige
St. Marys
6-3, 215 lbs., Sr. DL

Connor Gephart
Lima Central Catholic
6-0, 225 lbs., Sr., DL

Connor Sanders
Upper Scioto Valley
6-3, 225 lbs., Sr., DL

Anthony Mosely
Lima Senior
6-3, 220 lbs., Jr., DL

Myles Aldrich
Shawnee
6-0, 195 lbs., Sr., LB

Hunter Klett
Perry
6-10, 190 lbs., Sr., LB

AJ Schafer
Columbus Grove
6-0, 210 lbs. Jr., LB

Luke Kaufman
Columbus Grove
5-11, 157 lbs., Sr., DB

Isaiah Funches-Foster
Lima Senior
6-2, 175 lbs., Sr., DB

Nevin Robson
Hardin Northern
6-3, 190 lbs., Sr., DB

Jacob Hershberger
Allen East
5-11, 160 lbs., Jr., DB

Rece Verhoff
Columbus Grove
5-7, 150 lbs., Sr. K,P

Allen East — Carter Young
Bath — RJ Cortez
Bluffton — Aaron Tabler
Columbus Grove — Clay Bonnell, 

Tadd Koch
Delphos Jefferson — Colin 

Bailey
Delphos St. John’s — Braysen 

Schulte, Ladon Elwer
Elida — Jayden Irons, Gunner 

Kuhn, Brady Kirk

Leipsic — Trent Siefker, Adrian 
Carrillo, Fabian Pena, Dillan 
Niese, Ethan Lammers, Brayden 
Casteel, Quin Schroeder

Lima Central Catholic — Travis 
Hoyles, Kaelan Howard, Evan 
Unruh, Gabe Cira, Quintel 
Peoples, Isaiah Sanders

Lima Senior — Diante Griffin, 
Cecil Benton

Ridgemont — Landon Newland

Upper Scioto Valley — Blaine 
Castle, Kevin Smith

Pandora-Gilboa — Carson 
Altman, Dillan Krohn, Elam 
Suter, Wyatt Russell

Crestview — Mason Penix, Landin 
Friemoth, Trevor Barton, Ayden 
Lichstensteiger

Hardin Northern — Kobee 
Hooker, Colby Curtis

Ottawa-Glandorf — Caleb 

Kuhlman, Landen Jordan, Cael 
Hoehn, Cy Rump

Perry — Demarion Gibson, Ryan 
Yingst

Shawnee — Carter Fay, Johnny 
Norris, Luke Cowan, Shandon 
Swell

Spencerville — Dylan Cook, 
Dustin Bohyer, Gunner Grigsby, 
Dale Smith, Sy Morris, Griffin 
Schwartz, Cade Elling

St. Marys — Brandon Bowers, 
Stash Patterson

Waynesfield-Goshen — Cooper 
Roberts, Ryder Siebeneck, 
Blake Barnes, Jayden Elliott

Van Wert — Connor Pratt, Turner 
Witten, Nate Jackson, Cooper 
Adams, Trey Laudick

Wapakoneta — Kaden Siefring, 
Connor Meckstroth, Jace 
Mullen

HONORABLE MENTION



Moyer said coming 
into the season he knew 
Goulet was going to be 
a big part of the Red-
skin offense.

“We saw some 
glimpses of it last year, 
but injuries set him 
back last year,” Moyer 
said. “He is a dual-
threat quarterback, 
and we knew he had 
the ability to run the 
ball and throw the ball. 
Where I think he took 
that step forward was 
that he became com-
fortable in the pocket, 
and as the season went 
on you could see the 
confidence growing and 
knowing when to step 
up in the pocket and 
when to take the ball 
down and take off.”

Goulet added that 
he describes himself as 
someone who leads by 
example and said he 
isn’t much of a talker 
but did speak up when 
the time called for it.

Moyer added that 
Goulet’s versatility was 

never in question, hav-
ing played receiver and 
tailback on offense, and 
it was a matter of gain-
ing experience.

“He is a special kid,” 
Moyer said. “He made 
some truly great choic-
es and decisions with 
the ball and was truly a 
special player for us.”

Moyer added that 
Goulet was a player 
who continued to grow 
throughout the season.

“He was our leader 
and young guys looked 
up to him. Guys knew 
Braeden had to make 
plays for us, but he also 
knows how important 
those guys around him 
were especially those 
guys up front and those 
guys outside. Jace Mul-
len was a great comple-
ment in the backfield 
this year,” Moyer said. 
“I think it all worked 
out for us in the end in 
terms of our improve-
ment on the offensive 
side of the ball.

“We had a good year 
on offense, and in previ-
ous years that has been 
a concern, but he truly 
is a special player and 
well-deserving of this 

award. He is one of the 
toughest players I have 
coached and in terms 
of his toughness that he 
provided at that posi-
tion.”

Because of his lim-
ited time last season 
behind center, Goulet 
added that he was still 
developing as a quarter-
back entering this year. 
The Redskins opened 
with a loss to Marion 
Local and then bounced 
back with a win over 
St. Marys in overtime. 
From there the team 
went 7-1 with its only 
loss a shootout against 
Van Wert.

Moyer points out 
those two regular-
season losses were to 
teams who made the 
playoffs and all the way 
to the regionals semifi-
nals.

Goulet said prepara-
tion was the key to win-
ning.

“We had great game 
plans every week,” 
Goulet said about hav-
ing a successful season. 
“Every week we went to 
a game knowing what 
was going on, and that 
just gave us a step for-

ward and ahead of what 
was going on.

“We watched lots of 
film and watch game 
after game after game 
and practice like we 
were going to play that 
team and be ready to 
play.”

One of the highlights 
for Goulet was the team 
capturing the WBL title 
after a tough season 
last year.

“It was awesome 
winning the league,” 
Goulet said. “It was 
our first goal, and we 
knew we did that, we 
were going to make the 
playoffs. It gave us an 
advantage going into 
the playoffs.”

Goulet may have been 
the driving force, but 
the modest senior said 
none of the postseason 
accolades would be pos-
sible without help.

“All the credit to my 
team and my coaches,” 
Goulet said. “My team-
mates are amazing, 
and the coaches led me 
every single day and 
wanted me to get bet-
ter. I can’t thank all my 
teammates and coaches 
enough.”
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Contact Melissa or Stephanie 
419.993.2222

JOBS
The Big Book of 

Whether you are looking to move to a new 
employer or a whole new career - this section 
will be a valuable asset to your search efforts!

EMPLOYERS ... contact us now!

Coming Sunday, 
December 26th

Deadline is Monday, 
December 20th

DISCOUNT EMPLOYMENT AD PRICING
FOR THIS DATE ONLY!

said. “You have to trust 
the coaches. You have 
to trust the kids next to 
you. In the previous year 
we played a 3-4, and we 
changed to a 4-3 and we 
changed some things in 
our coverage. When you 
make changes like that, 
you don’t know if the kids 
are going to buy in and 
they certainly they did.

“It was the right move 
that we needed to do, 
and we had a long talk 
with our defensive staff 
this year. We didn’t feel 
like what we were doing 
was working last year, 
so we decided to change 
some things. I think those 
guys did a great job to 
get those kids to buy in. 
I think this is one of the 
best defenses in Grove’s 
history in talking to peo-
ple around here.”

Even with an outstand-
ing defense and offense 
led by running back Colin 
Metzger, Schafer was 
still concerned about the 
NWC due to how well 
most of the teams did 
in their nonconference 
games. Add the fact that 
the Bulldogs had a big 
target on their back being 
defending conference 
champs, the Bulldogs’ 
head coach knew it was 
not going to be easy to 
capture another crown.

“It was a really good 
year for the NWC espe-
cially in the first three 
weeks, and with that 
being said I didn’t know 
what was going to happen 
in the league,” Schafer 
said. “We told the kids 
every game matters, and 
you never know when 
somebody is going to 
knock you off.”

The Bulldogs were up 
to the task and dominated 
most of their NWC oppo-
nents except for Leipsic, 
which jumped on Colum-
bus Grove early before the 

Bulldogs made a come-
back that saw them over-
come a 21-point deficit.

Schafer said that game 
was one of his favorites 
because of how the team 
battled back. He added 
it was a challenge to go 
unbeaten in the league 
because most people 
thought the winner of the 
NWC would have at least 
one or two lossses. That 
has been the case for a 
number of years, exclud-
ing last year in the short-
ened season.

In addition to win-
ning it without a loss, it 
marked the fourth-straight 
NWC title. This is the 
first time in school history 
and only the second time 
in conference history. 
Delphos Jefferson was the 
other to win four consecu-
tive titles.

“For us to win it out-
right in back to back years 
is pretty special,” Schafer 
added. “It has never been 
done in school history 
(winning four-straight 
NWC championships), 
and that is pretty big. You 
look at the rich tradition 
Columbus Grove has. 
That pretty special.”

Even though the Bull-
dogs did not reach the 
same heights as last year 
in the playoffs, Schafer 
said this year was refresh-
ing.

“It was refreshing to 
be honest, and that is not 
the word you were prob-
ably expecting,” he said. 
“Coming off the COVID 
year, a lot of people 
thought that it was one 
of your favorite years and 
best years, but I was so 
exhausted that year with 
all the extra stuff. I don’t 
think I really could enjoy 
it.

“I enjoyed it afterwards, 
but going through it was 
miserable and hard on 
head coaches. But this 
year, I had fun. It was fun 
to be with the kids and 
refreshing to be normal, 
and I actually felt like I 
enjoyed it this year.”

strengths are finding 
the football and getting 
off blocks.

“I try to pay sideline 
to sideline, and any 
time I can get my eyes 
on the ball I am going,” 
Aldrich said.

Opponents found that 
out the hard way during 
the regular season, as 
Aldrich was the driving 
force behind Shawnee’s 
defense that helped the 
Indians to a winning 
season and their first 
playoff win in school 
history. The Indians 
were ranked third over-
all in the WBL in total 
team defense, yielding 
an average of 234.6 
yards a game.

In six of their seven 
wins, the Indians held 
opponents to single 
digits.

“The first thing is we 
couldn’t play that type 
of scheme we play if 
you don’t have that guy 
in the middle that can 
do multiple things,” 
Cooper said. “He had 
to drop to help us cover 
and play some zone. He 
had to be able to pick 
up guys out of the back-
field. He had to be able 
to blitz and put some 
powerful pressure, and 
other times he just had 
to sit in there and read. 
Even though we were 
outnumbered in the 
box, he had to be the 
guy that found the ball 
and made tackles, and 
I think he did all those 
things really well.”

Aldrich, true to his 

nature, said he gives 
credit to his coaches 
and teammates for this 
year’s success.

“I got to credit Mike 
Lewis, our defensive 
coordinator, for trusting 
me, and I have to credit 
our defensive linemen 
Shannon Swell, Carter 
Fey and Johnny Norris, 
for really opening it up 
for me so I could make 
tackles.”

Aldrich, who led 
by example, said he 
wanted to influence his 
teammates by how he 
performed on the field.

Insane was the one 
word Aldrich used to 
describe the season. He 
even pointed out that 
he had no idea that he 
could play this well, and 
it was an eye-opener 
even for him.

“I want to take my 

talents to the next 
level,” said Aldrich, 
who is looking to play 
at the Division III level. 
“My eyes are really still 
open, and I am talking 
to some coaches.”

Even though he is 
being recognized for 
his talent on the field, 
Aldrich remains dedi-
cated to winning and 
said all the individual 
accomplishments and 
accolades take a back 
seat to victories.

“Winning the acco-
lades are not as big as 
winning our first playoff 
game,” Aldrich said. “I 
am more of a win type 
of guy. I don’t care how 
much influence I have 
as long as I win the 
game. Winning those 
accolades are amazing, 
but I credited all those 
to others.”

From page 1B

Aldrich

From page 1B

Goulet

From page 1B

Schafer

Jackson says 
expects to play 
this weekend

OWINGS MILLS, Md. 
(AP) — Lamar Jackson 
insists this is different 
than last week’s false start.

Jackson said Wednes-
day he’s feeling better 
and fully expects to play 
Sunday night for the 
Baltimore Ravens against 
Cleveland. He was also at 
practice, three days after 
missing a victory at Chi-
cago because of an illness.

Jackson missed practice 
Wednesday and Thursday 
last week, then seemed 
OK when he practiced 
Friday and said he was 
feeling better. But he was 
added to the injury report 
Saturday and wasn’t able 
to play in the game.

Now Jackson says he 
thinks he’s back to nor-
mal.

“I want to get out there 
and just go. I don’t want 
to limit myself or have 
coach limit me or any-
thing like that,” Jackson 
said. “I want to grind 
with my guys, because I 
haven’t in a whole week.”

Last week, Jackson said 
his illness may have been 
a cold, but that was before 
he took another turn for 
the worse and missed the 
game.

“I have no clue. I just 
got fatigued, had some 
little chills, was out of it,” 
Jackson said Wednesday.

Baltimore (7-3) plays 

only its second AFC 
North game of the season 
this weekend. The Ravens 
lead the division, but are 
only 1 1/2 games ahead of 
the last-place Browns.

The Ravens managed to 
beat the Bears 16-13 while 
Jackson was out — with 
backup Tyler Huntley 
guiding the team to a dra-
matic winning touchdown 
in the final minute.

“When he did that last 
drive, I felt like I wasn’t 
sick anymore,” Jackson 
said.

Huntley went 26 of 
36 for 219 yards with an 
interception. The Ravens 
were able to control the 
ball for 38:50, but that 
was against a Chicago 
team that is well under 
.500. And even against 
the Bears, Baltimore was 
outgained on the day and 
averaged only 3.9 yards 
per play.

This week, Jackson is 
not only trying to come 
back from his illness, but 
he’s also trying to rebound 
from perhaps Baltimore’s 
worst performance of the 
season — a 22-10 loss 
at Miami on Nov. 11, 
the most recent game he 
played in. The Ravens had 
a hard time dealing with 
the Dolphins’ blitzing, so 
that might be a strategy 
they see from Cleveland 
this weekend.
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Treatment Plans Built
To Fit Your Needs

Expertise In a Broad
Range of Care

Your Local Orthopaedic
Experts!

Conveniently located at
 I-75 & St. Route 65

801 Medical Drive, Suite A
Lima, OH 45804

Schedule Your Consultation TODAY!
 (419) 222-6622      OrthoOhio.com 
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  Largest Fireplace & Stove Display With Over 
  300 Units Including Over 80 Live Burn Models

CELINA
5217 Tama Road - (419) 363-2230

LIMA
4147 Elida Road - (419) 224-4656

www.kernsfi replaceandspa.com
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Lima Central Catholic
Division: III
Coach: Frank Kill (12th 

season)
2020-21 overall record: 

12-11
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 57-52 to Bath in sec-
tional finals.

Returning 2020-21 var-
sity letter winners: Evan 
Unruh (Sr.), Meshaud 
Moore (Sr.), Demarr Fos-
ter (Soph.), Billy Bourk 
(Soph.), Carson Parker 
(Soph.)

Others that may make 
varsity roster: Seth Mike-
sell (Sr.), Ethan Franhous-
er (Jr.), Payne Cutlip (Jr.), 
Michael Taflinger (Jr.), Sal 
Guagenti (Jr.)

Coach’s analysis: With 
the success of the football 
team, it is unknown right 
now how the T-Birds will 
play. Key injuries to Evan 
Unruh, Meshaud Moore, 
Carson Parker and Demarr 
Foster will determine 
how the chemistry will be 
formed. Having five key 
returners from last year 
and with some newcomers 
off the bench, the T-Birds 
should be very success-
ful. Having the summer 
to build on gives Coach 
Kill a lot of confidence by 
the end of the season the 
T-Birds should look good. 
They play very unselfish 
and share the ball. Coach 
Kill hopes the transition 
offense flows and their 
full court defense can 
cause problems for oppos-
ing teams. Rebounding 
must be key this year. The 
size of Moore and Bourk 
should help around the 
rim. Losing Rossy Moore 
to graduation, the T-Birds 
must find that high energy 
scorer who can get to the 
rim. The schedule for the 
T-Birds will be tougher 
than ever, but hopefully 
they will be battle tested 
for March.

MAC
Coldwater

Division: III
Coach: Nick Fisher 

(sixth season)
2020-21 overall record: 

13-12
2020-21 league record: 

4-5 (sixth)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 56-53 in overtime to 
Ottawa-Glandorf in dis-
trict semifinals.

Returning 2020-21 var-
sity letter winners: Tyler 
Schwieterman (Sr.), Kevin 
Fisher (Sr.), Jesse Meyer 
(Sr.), Marcel Blasingame 
(Jr.)

Others that may make 
varsity roster: Rece 
Mescher (Sr.), Evan Har-
lamert (Jr.), Blade Busch-
ur (Jr.), Justin Kaup (Jr.), 
Curtis Duerr (Jr.), Luke 
Schwieterman (Soph), 
Jace Wood (Soph.), John 
Muhlenkamp (Jr.)

Coach’s analysis: Cavs 

will be young and looking 
to gain experience early, 
which may be tough with 
a probable late start due to 
football and the playoffs

Delphos St. John’s
Division: IV
Coach: Aaron Elwer 

(15th season)
2020-21 overall record: 

7-16
2020-21 league record: 

0-9 (tenth)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 51-37 to Crestview in 
sectional finals.

Returning 2020-21 var-
sity letter winners: Landon 
Elwer (Sr.), JJ Bonifas 
(Sr.), Brady Kerner (Sr.), 
Landen Grothaus (Jr.), 
Nolan Schwinnen (Jr.), 
Austin Moenter (Soph.)

Others on varsity roster: 
Ethan Druckemiller (Jr.), 
Aaron Moenter (Soph.), 
Jack Gerker (Jr.), Joel 
Schrader (Soph.)

Coach’s analysis: We are 
excited about the experi-
ence that we have return-
ing from last year. It is 
early in our preseason but 
we have had a great mind-
set and keep improving 
each day. Our experience 
along with the addition 
of some underclassmen 
makes us feel as if we 
have a great mix to have 
a successful season. We 
will ask our players to play 
with great confidence and 
toughness. If we can be 
consistent in these two 
areas, we will compete at a 
high level each game.

Fort Recovery
Division: IV
Coach: Jim Melton 

(third season)
2020-21 overall record: 

12-12
2020-21 league record: 

5-4 (fifth)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 59-38 to St. Henry in 
sectional finals.

Returning 2020-21 var-

sity letter winners: Owen 
Jutte (Sr.), Caleb Evers 
(Sr.), Cale Rammel (Jr.)

Others that may make 
varsity roster: Daniel 
Patch (Jr.), Logan Homan 
(Sr.), Landon Post (Jr.), 
Wyatt Grover (Jr.), Ross 
Pearson (Jr.)

Coach’s analysis: We are 
excited for the upcoming 
season. Many opportuni-
ties for multiple players 
to contribute in a positive 
way. We graduated six 
seniors last season, there-
fore several roles will need 
to be filled. We’ve had a 
great offseason and look 
forward to the season get-
ting started.

Marion Local
Division: IV
Coach: Kurt Goette-

moeller (11th season)
2020-21 overall record: 

14-10
2020-21 league record: 

6-3 (tied for third)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 63-55 in overtime to 
New Bremen in sectional 
finals.

Returning 2020-21 var-
sity letter winners: Brady 
Ronnebaum (Sr.), Alex 
Knapke (Sr.), Peyton Otte 
(Sr.), Tate Hess (Jr.)

Others on varsity roster: 
Jadyn Mescher (Jr.), Hud-
son Rose (Sr.), Chris Hart-
ings (Sr.), Jack Knapke 
(Soph.), Luke Pohlman 
(Jr.), Brandon Eyink (Jr.), 
Aidan Eifert (Jr.), Austin 
Niekamp (Fr.)

Coach’s analysis: We 
have a nice blend of expe-
rienced varsity players 
along with some promis-
ing newcomers. We will 
have a bigger squad than 
the past few seasons but 
as always, our ability to 
defend and rebound will 
determine our success 
this season. We need our 
seniors to lead and unify 
our team if we hope to be 
playing our best in Febru-

ary and March.

Minster
Division: IV
Coach: Michael McClurg 

(sixth season)
2020-21 overall record: 

20-4
2020-21 league record: 

9-0 (first)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 40-39 to New Bremen 
in district semifinals.

Returning 2020-21 var-
sity letter winners: Zach 
Fortman (Sr.), Johnny 
Nixon (Sr.), Austin Well-
man (Sr.)

Others on varsity roster: 
Brogan Stephey (Fr.), 
Noah Piipari (Jr.), Devan 
Wuebker (Jr.), James Nie-
meyer (Fr.), Logan Kohne 
(Jr.), Conner Gehret (Jr.)

Coach’s analysis: We 
are going to be young and 
inexperienced but we feel 
like we have a group that 
can compete at a high level 
in February.

New Bremen
Division: IV
Coach: Cory Stephens 

(third season)
2020-21 overall record: 

19-9
2020-21 league record: 

6-3 (tied for third)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 50-48 to Columbus 
Grove in regional finals.

Returning 2020-21 var-
sity letter winners: Nick 
Alig (Sr.), Trevor Bergman 
(Sr.), Reece Busse (Sr.), 
Nathan Rindler (Sr.), 
David Homan (Jr.)

Others on varsity roster: 
Aaron Thieman (Soph.), 
Grant Wilker (Sr.), Ben 
Wells (Sr.), Tate Roetger-
man (Sr.), Colten Muether 
(Sr.), Dylan Bambauer (Jr.)

Coach’s analysis: Our 
goal for this season is no 
different from our goals 

in years past. We want to 
compete and get better 
each day. If we do this, 
it will lead us to play our 
best basketball in March.

New Knoxville
Division: IV
Coach: Carson Manger 

(first season)
2020-21 overall record: 

5-17
2020-21 league record: 

1-8 (ninth)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 65-61 to Fort Recov-
ery in sectional semifinals.

Returning 2020-21 var-
sity letter winners: Carson 
Bierlien (Sr.), Max Hen-
schen (Sr.), Ryan Osborne 
(Sr.), Jay Waterman 
(Soph.)

Others that may make 
varsity roster include: 
Parker Banner (Sr.), Ash-
ton McMurry (Jr.), Jay 
Schroeder, Andrew Leffel 
(Soph.), Tyler Lammers 
(Soph.)

Coach’s analysis: Being 
my first year as head coach 
with this group and the 
third coach in four years, 
it is not easy on these boys 
to constantly be learning 
a new system. From last 
season to the start of this 
season, we have seen some 
great improvements in 
guys’ abilities to handle 
and take care of the ball. 
Practices are focused on 
competing and getting one 
percent better each day 
and the end of season will 
take of itself.

Parkway
Division: IV
Coach: Doug Hughes 

(12th season)
2020-21 overall record: 

10-13
2020-21 league record: 

3-6 (tied for seventh)
2021 postseason fin-

ish: Lost 58-54 in double 
overtime to Ridgemont in 
sectional semifinals.

Returning 2020-21 
varsity letter winners: 
Caden Slusher (Sr.), Gabe 
Schaaf (Sr.), Jacob Rogers 
(Sr.), Riley Samples (Sr.), 
Fletcher Smith (Soph.), 
Trent Rollins (Soph.)

Others on varsity 
roster: Aiden Anderson 
(Sr.), Grant Bollenbacher 
(Sr.), Roman Leszinske 
(Jr.), Chase Heitkamp 
(Sr.), Eddie Nichols (Jr.), 
Landen May (Soph.), 
Devon Crouch (Soph.)

Coach’s analysis: In 
order for us to be success-
ful, we must be able to 
defend, rebound, and take 
care of the basketball. Our 
players have worked hard 
in the offseason to make 
this another memorable 
year. I really like this team. 
They work hard each day 
in practice and understand 
our core values of unity, 
enthusiasm and toughness.

St. Henry
Division: IV
Coach: Eric Rosenbeck 

(13th season)
2020-21 overall record: 

18-8
2020-21 league record: 

8-1 (second)
2021 postseason finish: 

Lost 47-41 to New Bremen 
in district finals.

Returning 2020-21 varsi-
ty letter winners: Bennett 
Gels (Sr.), Jaden Lange 
(Sr.), Seth Heitkamp (Sr.), 
Sam Koesters (Sr.), Luge 
Gels (Sr.), Shane Franck 
(Sr.)

Incoming prospects: 
Clayton Everman, Evan 
Bowers, John Hartings, 
Luke Beyke, Dustin 
Quinter

Coach’s analysis: We 
have an opportunity to 
have a memorable season 
if we can improve our 
discipline, mental tough-
ness, team toughness and 
consistency in all aspects 
of the game of basketball. 
Our seniors will have to 
provide the consistency, 
maturity and leadership 
needed for us to achieve 
our goals. We need to be 
ready to play all 22 games 
to the very best of our 
ability in order to be suc-
cessful.

Lima Central Catholic’s Billy Bourk puts up a shot against Brady 
Kerner of Delphos St. John’s last season. Both return for their 
respective squads.

Photos by Richard Parrish | The Lima News
Lima Central Catholic’s Evan Unruh goes up for a shot against 
Perry’s Will Knight last season. Unruh is having to deal with an 
injury suffered during the football season.

Lima Central Catholic, MAC previews
BoyS 
PREviEWS

Monday: Northwest 
Conference

Tuesday: Putnam 
County League

Wednesday: Lima 
Senior and area 
Northwest Central 
Conference teams

Today: Lima Central 
Catholic and area 
Midwest Athletic 
Conference teams

Friday: Area Western 
Buckeye League teams
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VANCE STREET APTS
Independent Sr. Living

137 Vance St. Bluffton, OH 45817

Accepting applications  
for Eff & 1bd apts

24hr. Emergency Maintenance 
On-Site Mgrs

On-site Laundry  
community rooms on every floor

Sunroom & more

Income Guidelines Apply
Call 419-358-7795 10-4 M-F

EHO

ELDER 
VICTIM 
ADVOCATE

Full-time, 40-hour a week, position to provide direct victim services 
to elders in Allen County.  Duties: advocate for elder violent and 
property crime victims with safety planning; trauma-responsive 
crisis counseling; justice system advocacy; spiritual advocacy; and 
emergency financial assistance.  Conduct case management, including 
partner-agency referrals.  Assist with volunteer recruitment and 
management.  Monitor and advocate for cases with the justice system 
and through Sexual Assault-Multidisciplinary Action Response 
Team (SAMART).  Collaborate with community partners at the 
Allen County Elder Justice Interdisciplinary Team meetings. Raise 
awareness about elder abuse through partner and public education, 
outreach events and social media.  Completion of a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Social Work is preferred or other degrees providing eligibility for 
Licensure. Competitive pay and benefits.

Send resume, 3 personal and 3 professional references to Elysia 
Bush, Elder Victim Ministry Director, Crime Victim Services, 
330 N. Elizabeth St., 2nd Fl., Lima, Ohio, 45801 or 
ebush@CrimeVictimServices.org by Tuesday, Nov. 30.
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Head Outside Grounds Maintenance
Start Date: January 3, 2022 

(possibly earlier)

Job Duties: Responsible for all things outdoors...this includes 
but is not limited to grass, landscape, snow removal,

 athletic facilities, outside building repair/maintenance, etc.

Application Deadline: November 28, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.

Please refer to the Elida Local Schools Website 
for more information.

announcEmEnts

Lost & Found

FOUND: Tackle Box found
Tuesday at the East side Res-

ervoir. CALL 419-303-2404.

Personals

Widowed white male 73
years old, wants to meet
single white female 70 to
75 years old for compan-
ionship possibly more.
Smoker, non drinker, no
drugs. Write to: Sam Hall,
2274 N. Glenwood Ave.,
Lima, Ohio 45805. Will an-
swer all responses with
phone number and ex-
change photo.

employment

Help Wanted General

OH-70263618L

11/22/21, 12:03 PM Mail - Stevenson, Stephanie - Outlook

https://outlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQkADRlNmFkNjdmLWFkY2QtNDRhNC1iNWI2LTYxMzUzZGY1MmIyMAAQAPIAW1%2FbuMVKrlmqyM8pJ… 1/1

NOW HIRING!

Now accepting applications for 
an experienced meat cutter at 
our Cable Rd location in Lima, 
Ohio. 3+ yrs. retail journeyman 

meat cutter experience required. 
Full-time, quality benefits 
package, competitive pay. 

Journeyman Meat Cutter

Contact Ed Green at 419-957-6975 
or send your resume to careers@

freshencounter.com.

real estate

Houses For Sale

WE BUY HOUSES!
Cash! Fast Closing! Vision
1 Homes. 567-331-HOME
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Real estate foR Rent

Apartments/Townhouses

Accessible ground floor 2 & 3 
bedrooms in Lima. $480-$490. 

Call 419-225-6487
www.webbapartments.com

$590 - $600
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Houses For Rent

RENT TO OWN: 4 Bedroom,
2,173 sq. ft. Many Updates!
Full basement! $7-$10k down,
required. 331 W. O'Connor.
$1,475/mth. 419-230-5797

Houses For Rent

720 1/2 N. Jamison Apt..$425

Call 419-225-2919
www.lima-properties.com

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Shawnee,
very nice Ranch! Many Up-
dates! Garage! $1,800/mth.

2820 W. Market St.

Call 419-230-5797

AnimAls

Pets

Aussie pup , Blue Merle,
Tri colored, Friendly, Up to
Date on shots.
Call 937-464-2148
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Classifieds
BUY
SELL
RENT
HIRE

Reach 47,200 readers daily!   www.limaohio.com Deadlines:
Display Ads:

Monday Thursday - 11am
Tuesday Friday - 11 am

Wednesday Friday - 4 pm
Thursday Monday - 4 pm

Friday Tuesday - 4 pm
Saturday Weds. - 4 pm

Sunday Thursday - 4 pm
Classified Line Ads:

Sat., Sun., & Mon. - 4 pm
Tues., Weds., Thurs., Fri., - 

3pm the day before

Our Classified Sales Reps are Ready to Assist You!
Phone: 419-993-2222     Email: classifieds@limanews.com

Wheel Deal*
Used cars priced $1999 or less

Run FREE for two weeks!
*Wheel Deal is private party only, no dealer ads accepted *Exclusions apply

FREE Private Party Ads

Run up to 4 lines free on private party merchandise
priced at $200 or less for 3 days. Additional lines $1.00 each.

on merchandise under $200**

Cowboys, Raiders seek lost momentum in Thanksgiving meeting
By Schuyler Dixon
AP Sports Writer 

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
The Dallas Cowboys and Las 
Vegas Raiders have one victory 
between them in November and 
one more chance do something 
about it before the playoff push 
time also known as December.

Just so happens they’re play-
ing each other on Thanksgiving.

So forget about Dallas 
receiver Amari Cooper playing 
his former team for the first 
time Thursday — a positive 
COVID-19 test and his vaccina-
tion status took care of that. 
And interim coach Rich Bisac-
cia probably won’t spend much 
time thinking about his return 
to the place he left to join the 
Raiders three years ago.

The NFC East-leading Cow-
boys (7-3) want to bounce 
back at home coming off a 
poor offensive showing, just as 
they did a week and a half ago 
against Atlanta. The Raiders 
(5-5) need to end a three-game 
losing streak that cost them 
first place in the AFC West.

“I don’t know the right word-
ing for it, but there’s definitely 
a feeling of, ‘Enough is enough. 
We’ve got to win,’” Las Vegas 
quarterback Derek Carr said. 
“It’s a big game because it’s 
the next game. But what an 
opportunity for us to get back 
on track on the road in a hostile 
environment against a really 
good football team.”

Dallas fell behind by 30 
against double-digit underdog 
Denver in a 30-16 loss before 
routing the Falcons 43-3. Now 
the Cowboys are coming off 
a 19-9 loss to Kansas City in 
which the NFL’s No. 1 offense, 
with sub-par showings from 

quarterback Dak Prescott and 
the running game, didn’t score 
a touchdown.

The expected return of left 
tackle Tyron Smith, who missed 
three games with an ankle 
injury, could be the boost the 
Cowboys need.

“As we head into the latter 
part of the season, we got to 
start getting this thing back 
rolling,” said running back Eze-
kiel Elliott, who took another 
shot against the Chiefs to a 
right knee that’s been bother-
ing him for weeks. “It’s time we 
start firing on all cylinders.”

THIRD-DOWN DOLDRUMS 
The common theme in the 

Raiders’ losing streak has been 
poor play on third down on 
both sides of the ball. Over the 
past three weeks, Las Vegas 

ranks last in the NFL with a 
21.4% third-down conversion 
rate on offense and 31st on 
defense, allowing 53.5%. The 
Raiders had 14 straight unsuc-
cessful third downs on offense 
the past two games between 
converting their first try against 
Kansas City and their last 
against Cincinnati.

“I put it all on me. I got to be 
better,” said Carr, whose team 
was outscored 73-27 in the loss-
es to the Chiefs and Bengals. “If 
I’m better, we’re all better. That 
way we’re not down multiple 
scores late in games.”

MISSING COOPER 
Cooper, acquired from the 

Raiders for a first-round pick 
midseason in 2018, is Dallas’ 
most reliable receiver but now 
will miss a second consecutive 

game because NFL protocols 
require unvaccinated players to 
be sidelined at least 10 days. 
Owner and general manager 
Jerry Jones, while calling Coo-
per “one of the highest character 
guys you will ever be around,” 
wasn’t pleased about it.

“It said it early,” Jones said 
on his radio show this week. 
“You check ‘me’ at the door in a 
football team. That has nothing 
to do with the issues of mask-
ing, not masking, getting vac-
cinated, not getting vaccinated. 
The facts are it is a ‘we’ thing 
when you walk into the locker 
room, and anybody is being 
counted on to pull his weight.”

BISACCIA HOMECOMING 
Bisaccia, who took over when 

Jon Gruden resigned after old 
emails with racist, misogynistic 

and homophobic comments sur-
faced, had his second-longest 
NFL tenure with the Cowboys 
from 2013-17. He led special 
teams then as well. Bisaccia’s 
longest stint was nine seasons 
with Tampa Bay (2002-10).

REMEMBERING MARKUS PAUL 
Thanksgiving week was dif-

ficult for the Cowboys a year 
ago. Strength and conditioning 
coach Markus Paul collapsed 
in the weight room and died at 
a hospital a day later, about 24 
hours before the Cowboys lost to 
Washington 41-16. Coach Mike 
McCarthy led a discussion of 
Paul in a team meeting Tuesday.

“From my perspective, we 
want to make sure his legacy 
carries on. It’s important to all 
of us,” McCarthy said. “We have 
84 players in the locker room, 
and 40 of the players were not 
here last year. Clearly I was talk-
ing more to the new players just 
to understand who he was and 
what he’s meant to us.”

FLAG DAY 
After committing 14 false 

starts the first nine games, Las 
Vegas was clean on offense 
against the Bengals with the 
only penalty on that unit com-
ing when Josh Jacobs was 
flagged for unnecessary rough-
ness after an interception. 
But the defense had three key 
penalties that helped extend 
drives that led to scores for the 
Bengals, including one for lin-
ing up in the neutral zone and 
two personal fouls.

“It was concentration penal-
ties, it was alignment penalties, 
apparently it was just a cornu-
copia of penalties,” Bisaccia 
said. “We just didn’t do a very 
good job.”

AP Photo
Las Vegas Raiders defensive end Yannick Ngakoue (91) sacks Cincinnati Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow (9) during the first 
half of an NFL football game, Sunday in Las Vegas.
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