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Big shot, hig finish for Grove

Fourth-quarter rally leads Bulldogs to championship game

By Jim Naveau
jnaveau@limanews

DAYTON — It was, to be hon-
est, the most exciting offensive
play Columbus Grove had come
up with in quite a while.

But it wasn’t the last one for
the Bulldogs in a 58-53 win over
New Boston Glenwood in their
Division IV boys basketball state
tournament semifinal on Friday.
Far from it.

Columbus Grove had tumbled
from a one-point halftime lead to
a 10-point deficit as the final sec-
onds of the third quarter ticked
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Richard Parrish | The Lima News
Columbus Grove’s Blake Reynolds goes up for a shot against New Boston
Glenwood’s Kyle Sexton during a Friday Division IV state semifinal game
at the University of Dayton Arena. See more state semifinal photos at
LimaScores.com.

off the scoreboard clock.

But one second before the
clock rolled over to 0:00, Gabe
Clement connected on a half-
court shot to bring the Bulldogs
within seven points going into
the final quarter.

From there, Columbus Grove
went on to hit 7 of its 8 shots in
the fourth quarter, including its
final seven in a row, to advance
to Sunday’s state championship
game against Botkins at the Uni-
versity of Dayton Arena.

While a direct line can’t be
drawn from the halfcourt shot to
everything good that happened
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for Columbus Grove in the final
quarter it certainly had a role.

“That made the game seem
more manageable at that time,”
Columbus Grove coach Chris
Sautter said.

And, no kidding, it was some-
thing the Bulldogs had practiced
in a leave no stone unturned
approach.

“We actually do that the day
before every game. We practice
halfcourt shots. Usually there is
a Gatorade riding on the line.
You just never know when you’ll

See GROVE | 4C

NOTEBOOK

D-1V title game
foes not complete
strangers

By Jim Naveau
jnaveau@limanews.com

DAYTON — They aren’t rivals. They didn’t play
each other during the regular season and they
don’t have a lot of common opponents.

But Columbus Grove and Botkins will know a
little about each other going into their Division IV
state championship game at 10:45 a.m. Sunday.

“We scrimmaged them last year. That was a
battle for sure,” Columbus Grove coach Chris Saut-
ter said after the Bulldogs defeated New Boston
Glenwood 58-53 on Friday in their state semifinal
game at the University of Dayton Arena.

“They’re pretty good. The two Pleiman kids
(Jacob and Carter Pleiman) are, what, 6-5, 6-6?
There’s another kid who is about 6-5. It all starts
with the point guard (Jayden Priddy-Powell). He’s
a great player, handles the ball well, is quick, has a
great pull-up jumper and can get to the rim and fin-
ish with either hand,” Sautter said.

Botkins (26-3) starts 6-6 junior Jacob Pleiman
(15.4 points a game), 5-10 point guard Jayden
Priddy-Powell (13.5), 6-5 Carter Pleiman (9.0),
5-11 Zane Paul (7.2) and 6-5 Denton Homan (1.6).

Columbus Grove (25-2) starts 6-4 Blake Reyn-
olds (15.9 points a game), 6-3 Tayt Birnesser

See STRANGERS | 4C

Oral Roberts shocks
Ohio State with OT
tournament victory

By Cliff Brunt
AP Sports Writer

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — Ohio State’s play-
ers were dancing around in the moments before
tipoff against Oral Roberts, relaxed and full of
swagger.

The Buckeyes aren’t dancing anymore. The 15th-
seeded Golden Eagles pulled off the first major
upset of the first NCAA Tournament in two years,
holding off second-seeded Ohio State 75-72 in
overtime on Friday.

“When they rank them, it was only just a number
at the end of the day,” said Kevin Obanor, who led
Oral Roberts with 30 points and 11 rebounds. “We
put our shoes on just as the other team puts their
shoes on. We just had the mindset of, ‘Show us that
you deserve to be No. 2,” and we came out with a
lot of confidence.”

Oral Roberts got poised, impeccable perfor-
mances from its two stars, Obanor and guard Max
Abmas, to become the ninth 15 seed to win a first-
round game and the first since Middle Tennessee
shocked Michigan State in 2016. Last year’s tour-
nament was called off because of the pandemic.

Obanor scored seven of Oral Roberts’ 11 points
in overtime, including two free throws with 13 sec-
onds left. Abmas, the nation’s leading scorer, had
29 points.

See OSU | 5C

Titans' season
ends in state
semifinals

By Jose Nogueras
jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com

DAYTON - Throughout
the postseason, Ottawa-
Glandorf has found
ways to win but against
Lutheran East, the
Titans fell short, 58-52,
in the Division III state
semifinal Friday night.

The loss ends O-G
season with a 20-5
mark. Lutheran East
advances to the state
title game against
Worthington Christian at
the University of Dayton
Sunday.

“Obviously I am very
proud of our guys and I
thought they executed
to a “T” tonight,” Titan
head coach Tyson
McGlaughlin said. “They
did everything I asked
them to within our game
plan. They took a couple
of gambles but you have
to give Lutheran East a
lot of credit.

“It was a tall task.

No pun intended. They
have all kinds of size and
athleticism and were
outmatched in some
areas. I am not ashamed
to say that because I

Photos by Richard Parrish | The lea News
Ottawa-Glandorf’s Owen Nichols puts up a shot against Lutheran East’s Jalin Billingsley during a Friday Division I state semifinal at the
University of Dayton Arena. See more state semifinal photos at LimaScores.com.

O-G falls short against Lutheran East

Ottawa-Glandorf’s Brennen Blevins puts up a shot against Lutheran
East’s Sirr Hughe.

mean it in with utmost
respect to both programs.
They found a way to get
the job done but I couldn’t
be prouder of the men in
my locker room because
they did things they were
taught. They had to beat
us. We weren’t going to
beat ourselves”

Going into the final
eight minutes, the Titans
were down 42-37 after a
tough third quarter that
saw the Falcons garner

the momentum to claim
the five-point advantage.
But the Titans began its
fourth quarter rally and
despite having trouble
early in the fourth quarter
that saw the Titans force
four turnovers and come
up with no points in
the first four minutes,
the persistent Titans
remained composed and
finally began to get the
necessary points to cut
into the Falcon lead.

And when Blevins hit a
reverse layup prayer and
was fouled, the Titans,
after the O-G senior
hit the free throw, were
within one 59-49, within
just under two minutes
left in the game.

But down the stretch,
Lutheran East held off
the Titans to secure the
victory.

Ottawa-Glandorf
Brennen Blevins, who
finished with a team-
high 23 points, was
limited eight points in
the final two quarters and
only two in the pivotal
third quarter. Blevins
rebounded in fourth
quarter to help with the
comeback with some big
buckets.

Lutheran head coach
Sam Leggins said they
really didn’t do anything
different defensively but
thought the Titans’ felt
the effects of the constant
pressure.

“I think they kind of
tired a little bit,” Leggins
said. “Anytime you
pressure a team full court
wears on you no matter
how much you prepare
for it but credit to them
I thought they handled it
better than I thought they
would.”

Offensively, the Falcons’
outside shooting proved

See O-G | 5C
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ON THE AIR

TIME  EVENT TV/RADIO
AUTO RACING

10am. 12 Hours Of Sebring NBCSN

7p.m. 12 Hours Of Sebring NBCSN

10:30 p.m. AMA Supercross (taped) NBCSN

NASCAR

2:30 p.m. Truck Series: Fr8Auctions 200 FS1
5p.m. Xfinity Series: EchoPark 250 FS1
BOXING
3p.m. Artur Beterbiev vs. Adam Deines ESPN
BOYS HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
10a.m.  The Tournament Trail 93.1FM
1lam. Columbus St. Francis DeSales vs.
Dayton Chaminade Julienne 1150 AM,
99.7 FM*
2p.m. Shawnee vs.
Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary 1150 AM,
93.1FM,99.7 FM*
5p.m. Mentor vs. Centerville 1150 AM,
99.7 FM*
8 p.m. Cleveland St. Ignatius vs.
Westerville Central 1150 AM,
99.7 FM*
COLLEGE BASEBALL
Noon South Carolina at Vanderbilt SECN
7p.m. Florida St. at Miami ACCN
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
1:30p.m. Defiance vs. Hanover WOSN
4p.m. Jackson St. at Alabama St. ESPN2
5p.m. California Spring Game PAC-12N
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
2p.m. Syracuse at Duke ACCN
2p.m. Howard at Norfolk St. ESPNU
4p.m. Texas Southern at Alabama St. ESPNU
4:30 p.m. Syracuse at Duke ACCN
5:30 p.m. Missouri at Georgia SECN
COLLEGE WRESTLING
1lam. NCAA Championships ESPN2
7p.m. NCAA Championships ESPN
FISHING
8a.m. Bassmaster Elite Series FS1
GOLF
5:30a.m. EPGATour: Kenya Open GOLF
Ip.m. PGA Tour: Honda Classic GOLF
3p.m. PGA Tour: Honda Classic NBC
5:30 a.m. (Sun.) EPGA Tour: Kenya Open GOLF
HORSE RACING
6p.m. Louisiana Derby: Gr. Il Derby NBCSN
MEN'S COLLEGE BASKETBALL
Noon Georgetown vs. Colorado CBS
Noon Dayton vs. Memphis ESPN
12:30 p.m. UNC-Greensboro vs. Florida St. TRUTV
lIp.m. E. Washington vs. Kansas TBS
1:30 p.m.  St.Bonaventure vs. LSU TNT
3p.m. Texas Southern vs. Michigan CBS
3:20 p.m. UC Santa Barbara vs. Creighton TRUTV
3:50 p.m. lonavs. Alabama TBS
4:20 p.m. Drake vs. Southern Cal TNT
5p.m. Mississippi St. vs. Saint Louis ESPN
6:15p.m. Grand Canyon vs. lowa TBS
7p.m. Maryland vs. UConn CBS
7p.m. Ohio vs. Virginia TRUTV
7:15p.m.  Missourivs. Oklahoma TNT
9:10 p.m.  Norfolk St. vs. Gonzaga TBS
9:40 p.m. UCLAvs.BYU CBS
9:45p.m. Abilene Christian vs. Texas TRUTV
9:50 p.m. VCUvs. Oregon TNT
MEN'S COLLEGE GYMNASTICS
4 p.m. Nebraska at lowa BTN
MEN'’'S COLLEGE LACROSSE
Noon Holy Cross at Syracuse ACCN
MEN'S SOCCER
lp.m. Queretaro at Tijuana FS1
MLB SPRING TRAINING
1p.m. Boston vs. Atlanta MLBN
4 p.m. LA Dodgers vs. San Diego MLBN
NBA
8p.m. Golden State at Memphis NBATV
NFL
6a.m. Cleveland Browns Weekend 931FM
NHL
3p.m. Minnesota at Colorado NHLN
7p.m. Columbus at Carolina FSO
7p.m. Philadelphia at NY Islanders NHLN
RUGBY
10a.m. Italy at Scotland (taped) CNBC
lp.m. England at Ireland NBC
4p.m. 0Old Glory DC at NOLA Gold FS2
4 p.m. Wales at France NBCSN
8p.m. Seattle at Houston CBSSN
3a.m. (Sun.) Sharks at Raiders FS2
SKIING
1:30 a.m. (Sun.) FIS: Alpine World Cup Finals
(taped) NBCSN
TENNIS
7a.m. WTA & ATP coverage TENNIS
lam. Dubai-ATP Singles Final TENNIS
5p.m. Monterrey-WTA Semifinals TENNIS
8p.m. Acapulco-ATP Singles Final TENNIS
UFC FIGHT NIGHT
7p.m. Prelims: Undercard Bouts ESPN2
10 p.m. Derek Brunson vs. Kevin Holland ESPN
WOMEN'S COLLEGE GYMNASTICS
Ip.m. Big Ten Championships BTN
2 p.m. Big 12 Championships ESPN2
2p.m. Pac-12 Championship PAC-12N
3:30 p.m.  Southeastern Championship SECN
6:30 p.m. Big Ten Championships BTN
8 p.m. Southeastern Championship SECN
9p.m. Pac-12 Championship PAC-12N
WOMEN'’S COLLEGE HOCKEY
7:30 p.m. Wisconsin vs. Northeastern ESPNU
WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL
6p.m. Team Hunter vs. Team Larson FS2
SPORTS SHOWS
8a.m. Saturday Morning Sportsrap 93.1FM

* Games will air on Spectrum News 1 and online at

ohsaa.boxcast.com

Local sports online
limascores.com

UPCOMING GAMES

SUNDAY MONDAY  WEDNESDAY TODAY MONDAY THURSDAY
Toronto Sacramento at Chicago at Carolina Carolina Carolina
7p.m. (FSO) 7:30 p.m. 8 p.m. (FSO) 7p.m.(FSO)  7p.m.(FSO)  7p.m.(FSO)
(FSO)
CLEVELAND COLUMBUS
CAVALIERS BLUE JACKETS
A APRIL17 SEPT.2 SEPT.11 SATURDAY SUNDAY
o = Springgame  at Minnesota Oregon Milwaukee at Chicago
‘ TBA TBA TBA (exh.) Cubs
' v 9:05p.m. 4:05p.m.
—_— ™ -
OHIO STATE CINCINNATI
FOOTBALL REDS
SATURDAY ~ SUNDAY SATURDAY  SUNDAY
at Chicago Texas (exh.) Pittsburgh at
White Sox 4:05p.m. (exh.) Philadelphia
(exh.) (STO) 1:05 p.m. 1:05p.m.
4:05 p.m. (exh.)
CLEVELAND DETROIT
INDIANS TIGERS
Shots: Baldwin Wallace 14, Ohio North- ~ Saves: Antonio Strassioto (A) 2, Mark  Steve Stricker 6671—137 -3
ern 20. McMillan (UNOH) 1. Adam Hadwin 72-65—137 -3
Saves: Baldwin Wallac 7, Ohio Northern Records: Aquinas 5-2-0 (4-2-0 WHAC);  Jimmy Walker 69-68—137 -3
Boys Basketball 5, UNOH 6-0-0 (5-0-0 WHAC). Lucas Glover 71-66—137 -3
OHSAA State Tournament Records: Baldwin Wallace 0-1-1 (0-1-1 From Wednesday Adam Schenk 72-66—138 -2
State Semifinals 0AC), Ohio Northern 0-1-1 (0-1-1 OAC). Colleges Keegan Bradley 69-69—138 -2
Division Il Women's Soccer Men’s Soccer Keith Mitchell 69-69—138 -2
Cle. Hts. Lutheran E. 58, Ottawa-  Ohio Northern 1, Baldwin Wallace 0 Earlham 3, Bluffton O Rickie Fowler 70-68—138 -2
Glandorf 52 Goals: Siena Ward. At Bluffton Brian Gay 7167 —138 -2
Worthington Christian 47, Cin. Taft 45 Shots on goal: Ohio Northern 8, Baldwin ~ Goals: Luc Cesar 3. William McGirt 69-69—138 -2
Division IV Wallace 1. Shots on goal: Earlham 9: Bluffton 7. Sepp Straka 6870 —138 -2
Botkins 44, Richmond Hts. 40 Saves: Kristy Catrine (ONU) 1, Lyndsey ~_Saves:Tyler Smith (E) 7, Tanner Newport  Chase Koepka 69-69—138 -2
Columbus Grove 58, New Boston Glen-  Valentine (BW) 7. (B) 6. John Huh 68-70—138 -2
wood 53 Records: Ohio Northern 2-0 (2-0 OAC), _ Records: Earlham 2-3-0 (HCAC 2-3-0);  Brendan Steele 73-65—138 -2
Baldwin Wallace -1 (-1 OAC). Bluffton 1-3-1 (HCAC 1-3-1). Matthew NeSmith ~ 70-68—138 -2
Girls Basketball Women's Soccer Tyler McCumber 70-69—-139 -1
All-District 8 Bluffton 1, Earlham 1 Chris Kirk 6871—-139 -1
Division I-lI-ll At Earlham BronsonBurgoon 6970 —139 -1
High Schools Player of the Year: Ruby Bolon (Bath). Goals: Caroline Schutz (B), Nicole Bur-  Alex Noren 71-68—139 -1
Boys Basketball Coach of the Year: Greg Mauk (Bath). kett (E). Lucas Herbert 70-69—139 -1
State Semifinals Assistant Coach of the Year (All Divi-  Shotsongoal: Bluffton10; Earlham3.  Charl Schwartzel ~ 70-69—139 -1
Division Il sions): Scott Maag (Ottawa-Glandorf). Saves: Sienna Sullivan (B) 2; Maria  D.J.Trahan 6871—139 -1
Lutheran East 58, Ottawa-Glandorf 52 First Team: Emma Leis (Spencerville),  Young (E)9. Phil Mickelson 7168 —139 -1
Score by quarters: Erin Kaufman (Ottawa-Glandorf), Kaylee ~ Records:Bluffton 0-4-1; Earham 1-3-1.  CT.Pan 67-72—139 -1
LE 10 17 17 14 -58 Brodine (Findlay), Kelsey Erford (Ottawa- . Men’s Lacrosse Nate Lashley 6871—139 -1
0-G 12 14 1 15 -52 Glandorf), Lauren Gerken (Liberty-Ben- Capital 10, Ohio Northern 9 Jhonattan Vegas 71-68—139 -1
LUTHERAN EAST ton), Riley Rismiller (Coldwater), Rupy ~_ AtOhioNorthern Erik van Rooyen 7070—-140 E
Collin Albert 11, Jalin Billingsley 10, Sirr  Bolon (Bath). Capital scoreby quarter: 2 2 33-10  Tom Lewis 74-66—140 E
Highes 9, Jalen Knott 13, Jared lary 4, BJ  Second Team: Casey Minnig (Wapako- ONUscorebyquarter: -~ 23 '13-9  Roger Sloan 71-69—140 E
Busbee 11.19-13-58 neta), Chandler Clark (Bath), Chloee Glenn ~ Goals: Jake Belt (C) 1, Evan Frund (C) 6, Mackenzie Hughes ~ 6872 —140 E
OTTAWA-GLANDORF (Ottawa-Glandorf), Kendall Dieringer (St. Jack Scharner (C)1, CjHughes (C) 1, Bren-  Vincent Whaley 73-67—-140 E
Carter Schimmoeller 4, Brennen Blevins ~ Marys), Maddie Renner (Bath), Nakiya Sig- ~ den Pelton (C) 1; Mason Schmeling (ONU)  Satoshi Kodaira 7071—-141 +1
23, Will Kaufman 5, Owen Nichols 15, Colin ~ man (Lima Senior), Zoe Best (Shawnee). 1. Riley O'Neal (ONU) 1, Pat Berthelsen-  Stephen Stallings, Jr. 7170 —141 +1
White 3, Theo Maag 2. 18-11-52 Division IV Leon (ONU) 4, Kevin Giles (ONU) 1, Christ  Jim Herman 7071—-141 +1
3-pt field goals: LE-Sirr Hughes 1, Jalen Player of the Year: lvy Wolf (Minster). Cranston (ONU) 1, Nick Gosnell (ONU) 1. Ryan Armour 7071—-141 +1
Knott 3, BJ Busbee 3;0-G-BrennenBlevins ~ Coaches of the Year: Mike Wiss (Min- ~ Multiple Assists: Nathan Montgomery  Pat Perez 72-69—141 +1
4, 0wen Nichols 1. ster), Tim Hegemier (New Knoxville). (C) 2, Jack Scharner (C) 2, Cj Hughes (C)  Ted Potter, Jr. 7071141 +1
Division IV First Team: Abi Lammers (Miller City), ~3.Ben Gawronski (ONU)2. ~ Talor Gooch 72-69—141 +1
Columbus Grove 58, Glenwood 53 Grace Klausing (Kalida), lvy Wolf (Min- Saves:Ben Houser (C)16; Cole Zaferakis ~ Mark Hubbard 6873—141 +1
at University of Dayton Arena ster), Janae Hoying (Minster), Kenzie King  (ONU)1L. Beau Hossler 71-70—141 +1
Score by quarters: (Columbus Grove), Malorie Schroeder ~ Shots: Capital 37, ONU 54. Kiradech Aphibarnrat  70-71—141 +1
Glenwood 12 14 18 9 - 53  (McComb), Melanie Koenig (Delphos St.  Records: ONU3-L; Capital 3-1 Chase Seiffert 67-74—141 +1
CG 18 9 10 21 -58 John's), Nicole Knippen (Ottoville), Paige Women'’s Lacrosse Failed to make the cut
GLENWOOD Gaynier (Delphos St. John's), Zoe Ch- Capital 21, Ohio Northern 9 Tyler Duncan 74-68—142 +2
Kyle Sexton 14, Devon Jones 12, Tanner  isholm (Cory-Rawson). At Capital ) Russell Knox 70-72-142 +2
Voiers 9, Chase Clark 7, Brady Voiers 6,  Second Team: Bailey Gregory (Crest-  Halftime score: ONU 4 Capital13. ~ Jim Furyk 70-72—142 +2
Grady Jackson 5. 22-6-53 view), Cali Gregory (Crestview), Elizabeth ~ Goals: Sydney Kilgore (ONU) 3, Annie  Troy Merritt 74-68—142 +2
COLUMBUS GROVE Sheckelhoff (Leipsic), Ellie Gabel (New —McArn (ONU) 3, Meredith Miller (ONU) 2, Nick Taylor 7270 —142 +2
Blake Reynolds 22, Tayt Birnesser 14, Knoxville), Gabrielle Stober (Parkway), Kaitlin Thomson (ONU) 1, Brianna Rampi  Byeong Hun An 7270 —142 +2
Gabe Clement 12, Ethan Halker 6, Trey  Heidi Rethman (Marion Local), Morgan  (C) 2, Kat Walton (C) 6, Brooke Delara (C)  Wyndham Clark 7072 —142 +2
Sautter 2, Jacksen Schroeder 2.22-7-58 = Leffel (New Knoxville), Natalie Koenig (Mill- 2, Luci Kanowsky (C) 5, Dana Stover (C) 3, Xinjun Zhang 7171142 +2
3-pt field goals: GlenTanner Voiers er City), Olivia Cunningham (Crestview), ~SkylaCaito (C) 3. ) Richy Werenski 69-73—142 +2
1, Kyle Sexton 1, Chase Clark 1; CG-Tayt ~ Sammy Hoelscher (Marion Local). Multiple Assists: Sydney Kilgore (ONU)  Anirban Lahiri 7270 —142 +2
Birnesser 4, Gabe Clement 2, Blake Reyn- District 8 All-Star Games 2, Kat Walton (C) 2, Brooke Delara (C)6. ~ Seung-Yul Noh 7072 —142 +2
olds 1. at Elida Fieldhouse Saves: Molly Dixson (ONU) 5, Bee Kuehn  Luke Donald 76-67 —143 +3
All-District 8 Division I-1I-1ll ©)4. ) Austin Cook 74-69—143 +3
Division I-II-ll 6:30 p.m. Monday Shots: ONU 13; Capital 17. Patton Kizzire 7172—143 43
Player of the Year: George Mangas  East Roster: Chandler Clark (Bath), Es-  Records: ONU 4-4; Capital 5-1. David Hearn 7370—143 +3
(Shawnee). ther Bolon (Bath), Jenna Manns (Kenton), From Tuesday Henrik Norlander 71-72—143 +3
Coach of the Year: Mark Triplett (Shaw-  Kaylee Brodine (Findlay), Kaylin Hildreth Colleges Matt Wallace 74-69 —143 +3
nee). (Kenton), Lauren Smith (Liberty-Benton), Volleyball Kelly Kraft 71-72—143 +3
Assistant Coach of the Year (All Divi- Lily Floyd (Perry), Lindsey Smith (Ken- Ohio Northern 3, Baldwin Wallace 0 Cameron Percy 69-74—143 +3
sions): Nick Bertke (Shawnee). ton), Makenzie Bays (Kenton), Ruby Bolon At Baldwin Wallace Patrick Rodgers 70-73—143 +3
First Team: AJ Adams (Findlay), Bren-  (Bath). Scores: 25-21, 25-20, 25-13. lan Poulter 71-72—143 +3
nen Blevins (Ottawa-Glandorf), George East Alternate: Laney Harpel (Kenton). ONU Leaders: Sydney Eggleton 8 kills, Ryan Moore 72-72—144 +4
Mangas (Shawnee), Khalil Luster (Lima East Coach: Greg Mauk (Bath). Hope Williamson 7 kills, Ava Ehlinger 7 kills, ~ Bo Hoag 71-73—144 +4
Senior), Owen Nichols (Ottawa-Glandorf), West Roster: Anna Siefker (Ottawa- Kiki Carle 29 assists, Hannah Irmer 14 digs,  Rhein Gibson 74-70 —144 +4
Owen Treece (Van Wert), Tyson Elwer Glandorf), Casey Minnig (Wapakoneta), —Grace Irmer 10 digs. Adam Long 68-76 — 144 +4
(Shawnee). Cheyanne Bean (Lima Senior), Emma Leis Baldwin Wallace Leaders: Ivy Earl 8 kills, ~ Dylan Frittelli 75-69 —144 +4
Second Team: Austin Parks (St. Marys),  (Spencerville), Gillian Goecke (Spencer-  Cecelia Stebel 11kills, Kathleen Egan25as-  Michael Kim 74-710 —144 +4
Camren Miles (Lima Senior), Jarin Bertke ville), Jaylyn Rickard (Van Wert), Kelsey  sists &11digs, Sarah Reinhard 11 digs. Luke List 7569 —144 +4
(Shawnee), Jourdyn Rawlings (Lima Se-  Erford (Ottawa-Glandorf), Kiley Tennant Records: ONU 3-0 (OAC 3-0); BW 2-1  Kris Ventura 73-71—144 +4
nior), Max Roth (Findlay), Noah Ambos  (St. Marys), Nakiya Sigman (Lima Senior), ~ (OAC 2-1). Scott Stallings 74-71—145 +5
(Wapakoneta), Rossy Moore (LCC). Samya Wright (Lima Senior). Kyoung-Hoon Lee 72-73—-145 +5
Division IV West Alternates: Haley Felver (St. Scott Brown 71-74 —145 +5
Player of the Year: Kalen Etzler (Crest-  Marys), Allison Schaufelberger (Van Wert), Joseph Bramlett 66-79 —145 +5
view). Carly Smith (Van Wert). Men's Results Rafael Campos 70-75—145 +5
Coaches of the Year: Mike McClurg (Min- West Coach: Troy Yant (Ottawa- TOURNAMENTS K.J. Choi 7372145 +5
ster), Chris Sautter (Columbus Grove). Glandorf). NCAA Tournament Doug Ghim 72-73—145 +5
First Team: Alex Eyink (Marion Lo- Division IV First Round Chez Reavie 70-75—145 +5
cal), Blake Reynolds (Columbus Grove), Will follow Division I-II-IIl game Monday Arkansas 85. Colaate 68 Rafa Cabrera Bello 75-71—146 +6
Brayden Knight (Perry), Dylan Hughes East Roster: Elizabeth ~Sheckelhoff Bavlor 79 Hértfogd 55 Maverick McNealy 7670 —146 +6
(Parkway), Joshua Thorbahn (Ottoville),  (Leipsic), Erin Downing (Columbus Grove), Flo¥ida 2% Virginia Tech 70.0T Tom Hoge 74-72—146 +6
Justin Nixon (Minster), Kalen Etzler (Crest-  Grace Klausing (Kalida), Laykin Garmatter Houston 87 Cfgeveland St 56 Marcelo Rozo 77-69—146 +6
view), Landon Newland (Ridgemont), Luke  (Bluffton), Malorie Schroeder (McComb), lliinois 78. Drexel 49 : Zach Zaback 77-69—146 +6
Erhart (Kalida), Tayt Birnesser (Columbus ~ Samantha Burnett (Arcadia), Natalie Koe- Lovola Chi 71 Georaia Tech 60 Vaughn Taylor 7770 =147 +7
Grove). nig (Miller City), Olivia Miehls (McComb), YO < 1CZBQ T HEIETR €E Robby Shelton 7ATI3-1U7 +7
Second Team: Bryan Falk (Minster), Col- ~ Reagan Pratt (Arcadia), Zoe Chisholm Oral Roberts %5 Ohio St.72. 0T Vijay Singh 74-73—147 +7
lin Overholt (Lincolnview), Conner Sanders ~ (Cory-Rawson). Oklahoma St. 69, Liberty 60 Chesson Hadley 7473 =147 +7
(Upper Scioto Valley), Creed Jessee (Lin- East Alternates: Maddie Grappy (Hardin North Texas 78. Purdue %9 oT JT.Poston 7473147 +7
colnview), Logan Lefeld (St. Henry), Mason ~ Northern). Oregon St. 70, Tennessee 56 Brandon Wu 74-73 =147 +7
Brandt (Leipsic), Mitchell Coleman (Conti- East Coaches: Brian Schroeder (Colum- Texégs Tech 65. Utah St. 53 Lee Westwood 70-78 —148 +8
nental), Nevin Robson (Hardin Northern),  bus Grove)/Wells Falne (Cory-Rawson). UNIT Hudson Swafford 72-76 — 148 +8
Reece Busse (New Bremen), Ryan Suever West Roster: Alana Pohlman (Marion First Round Graeme McDowell ~ 79-69—148 +8
(Ottoville). Local), Alli Vaughn (Fort Recovery), Bailey Colorado State 75, Buffalo 73 Ryo Ishikawa 78-70—148 +8
District 8 All-Star Games Gregory (Crestview), Heidi Rethman (Mari- Women's Results Michael Gligic 72-76 —148 +8
At Elida Fieldhouse on Local), lvy Wolf (Minster), Janae Hoying WNIT J.J. Spaun 74-75—149 +9
Division I-1I-1lI (Minster), Olivia Cunningham (Crestview), First Round Alan Morin 75-74—149 +9
6:30 p.m. Tuesday Morgan Leffel (New Knoxville), Nicole Knip- Delaware 77 Fordham 49 Sebastian Cappelen 7574 —149 +9
East Roster: AJ Adams (Findlay), Ben  pen (Ottoville), Paige Gaynier (Delphos St. Clemson 65. Ohio 60 Hunter Mahan 77-72—=149 +9
Spiess (Liberty-Benton), Brennen Blevins ~ John's). Florida 66. Charlotte 65 Villanova 78 Hank Lebioda 75-74—149 +9
(Ottawa-Glandorf), Dylan Ankney (Find- West Alternates: Olivia Cunningham UMass51 " Erik Compton 70-79—-149 +9
lay), Jayden Cornell (Kenton), Josh Reindel ~ (Crestview), Paige Fortkamp (Fort Recov- Rice 48, Arizona St. 36 Padraig Harrington ~ 72-78 —150 +10
(Liberty-Benton), Jourdyn Rawlings (Lima ery), Kierra Wendel (Fort Recovery). Fresno St. 78, Missouri 75 Jamie Lovemark 78-72—150 +10
Senior), Owen Nichols (Ottawa-Glandorf), West Coaches: Holly Gann (Fort Recov- Saint Louis 74 DePaul 72 Rob Oppenheim 75-75—150 +10
Travis Bullock (Lima Senior), LeTrey Wil-  ery)/Beth Strelb (Marion Local). Nebraska 72 Ternessee-Martin 46 Brian Stuard 79-72—151 +11
liams (St. Marys). Colleges Colorado 68, Lovisiana-Lafavette 45 Peter Malnati 75-76 —151 +11
East Coach: Tyson McGlaughlin (Ottawa- Volleyball M(') e, 6,4osu ISIafnad 4asaye ) Bo Van Pelt 7o 75— 1L 1
Glandorf). UNOH 3, University of Michigan- N 'Si'hss'p’?' '78”[]) ort 56 Grayson Murray 76-75—151 +11
West Roster: Caden Vermillion (Shaw- Dearborn 2 Cor_ ﬁtm %MB ,I_ayé)n 65 Andrew Landry 7973 —152 +12
nee), Garett Siefring (Wapakoneta), Game Scores: 20-25, 25-16, 25-14, 22- Sr_el%Lon_ N Swplngl 7£een Sung Kang 76-76 —152 +12
George Mangas (Shawnee), Jadin Davis  25,15-13. aint Louls /4, Verau Wesley Bryan 74-78 —152 +12
(St. Marys), Jann Bertke (Shawnee), Noah UM-Dearborn Leaders: Gina Giaco- Henrik Stenson 78-75—153 +13
Ambos (Wapakoneta), Owen Treece (Van  mini 15 kills; Regan Sliwinski 7 kills; Brooke Rory Sabbatini 79-74—153 +13

Wert), Rossy Moore (LCC), Tyler Long
(Elida), Tyson Elwer (Shawnee).
West Coach: Mark Triplett (Shawnee).
Division IV All-Star Game

Will follow D-I-1I-1ll game Tuesday

East Roster: Blake Reynolds (Columbus
Grove), Brandon Hull (Arlington), Bryce
Gast (Arlington), Gabe Clement (Colum-
bus Grove), Grant Bacon (Cory-Rawson),
Jaden Siefker (Leipsic), Jeffrey Simpson
(Perry), Joey Bonham (Vanlue), Micah
Cook (Ada), Tayt Birnesser (Columbus
Grove).

East Alternates: Owen Wetherill (Hardin
Northern), Zayler Thornton (Arlington).

East Coaches: Chris Sautter (Columbus
Grove)/Matt Tabler (Perry).

West Roster: Alex Eyink (Marion Lo-
cal), Bryan Falk (Minster), Collin Overholt
(Lincolnview), Dylan Hughes (Parkway),
Joshua Thorbahn (Ottoville), Justin Nixon
(Minster), Kalen Etzler (Crestview), Mat-
thew Kahny (Delphos St. John's), Mitchell
Coleman (Continental), Ryan Suever (Ot-
toville).

West Alternates: Creed Jessee (Lincoln-
view), Logan Lefeld (St. Henry), Evan Hoer-
sten (Fort Jennings).

West Coaches: Doug Hughes (Park-
way)/Keith Utendorf (Ottoville).

From Thursday
Colleges
Men’s Soccer

Ohio Northern 1, Baldwin Wallace 1

Goals: Nick Surowicz (BW), Seth Gund-
lach (ONU).

Wetherill 6 kills; Sabrina Giacomini 15 as-
sists; Regan Rose 11 assists, 10 digs; Del-
aney Smith 12 digs.

UNOH Leaders: Aaliyah Alexis 15 Kkills;
Jessica Schaad 14 kills; Hanna Miller 43
assists; Aubree Ricketts 15 digs; Dunja
Madjarvic 12 digs.

Records: UM-Dearborn 0-1; UNOH 3-15.
UNOH 3, University of Michigan-
Dearborn 2

Game Scores: 25-10, 24-26, 25-15,18-25,
15-9.

UM-Dearborn Leaders: Gina Giacomini
10 kills; Regan Sliwinski 9 kills; Sabrina Gia-
comini 17 assists; Regan Rose 13 assists;
Kenzie Mertz 19 digs.

UNOH Leaders: Aaliyah Alexis 18 kills;
Jessica Schaad 13 kills; Amber Cottrill 13
kills; Hanna Miller 42 assists; Hanna Miller
15 digs; Hope Fetherolf 10 digs.

Records: UM-Dearborn 0-2; UNOH 4-15.

Muskingum 3, Ohio Northern1

Game Scores: 25-17,22-25, 26-24, 25-18.

Ohio Northern Leaders: Melina Woods 10
kills; Sydney Eggleton 9 kills; Kiki Carle 31
assists; Hannah Irmer 17 digs; Hannah Hall
16 digs; Grace Irmer 13 digs.

Muskingum Leaders: Maddie McGee 13
kills; Brooke Fatheree 11 kills, 21 digs; Khloe
Taylor 10 kills; Erin Dickson 18 assists;
Emma Conrad 18 assists; Gracie Collins
15digs.

Men'’s Soccer
UNOH 1, Aquinas 0
Goals: Lucas Vasquez.
Shots on goal: Aquinas 2, UNOH 5.

PGA Tour
The Honda Classic
Friday
At PGA National Champions Course
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
Purse: $7 million
Yardage: 7,048; Par: 72
Second Round

Aaron Wise 64-64 —128 -12
Brandon Hagy 69-62—131 -9
Matt Jones 6170—131 9
Sam Ryder 69-63—132 -8
Denny McCarthy 68-65—133 -7
Scott Harrington 66-67 —133 -7
Shane Lowry 67-66—133 -7
Russell Henley 64-69—133 -7
Camilo Villegas 69-65—134 -6
Stewart Cink 71-64—-135 -5
Brice Garnett 71-64—135 -5
Harry Higgs 68-67—135 -5
Cameron Tringale 67-68—135 -5
Zach Johnson 67-68—135 -5
Robert Streb 69-66—135 -5
Will Gordon 67-69—136 -4
Kevin Streelman 69-67—-136 -4
Sungjae Im 68-68—136 -4
J.B.Holmes 69-67—136 -4
Adam Scott 69-67—136 -4
Joaquin Niemann 69-67—-136 -4
Jason Dufner 68-68 —136 -4
Kevin Chappell 66-70—136 -4
Harold Varner Il 71-65—-136 -4
Cameron Davis 66-71—137 -3
Michael Thompson ~ 71-66 —137 -3

77-76 — 153 +13
72-85—157 +17
81-79 —160 +20

Martin Kaymer
Martin Trainer
Kamaiu Johnson

Friday’s Transactions
BASEBALL
Major League Baseball
American League

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Optioned OF
Daniel Johnson to Columbus (Triple-A
Midwest).

MINNESOTA TWINS — Optioned RHP
Shaun Anderson and LHP Devin Smeltzer
to alternate training site.

NEW YORK YANKEES — Optioned RHPs
Albert Abreau and Brooks Kriske and INFs
Thairo Estrada and Mike Ford to Scran-
ton/Wilkes-Barre (Triple-A Northeast).

National League

CHICAGO CUBS — Optioned RHP
James Norwood and LHPs Kyle Ryan and
Justin Steele to lowa (Triple-A Midwest)
and LHP Brailyn Marquez to Tennessee
(Double-A South). Reassigned RHP Joe
Biagini, C Jose Lobaton and OFs Michael
Hermosillo, Nick Martini and lan Miller to
minor league camp.

NEW YORK METS — Optioned RHP
Yennsy Diaz, C Patrick Mazeika and LHP
Daniel Zamora to Syracuse (Triple-A
Northeast). Reassigned OF Johneshwy
Fargas, INFs Jake Hager and Wilfredo
Tovarand C David Rodriguez.
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State semifinals

-
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Photos by Richard Parrish | The Lima News
Columbus Grove players celebrate after defeating New Boston Glenwood in a Friday Division IV state semifinal at the University of Dayton Arena. See more state semifinal
photos at LimaScores.com.

| 4 - THA

Ottawa-Glandorf’s Owen Nichols puts up a shot against Lutheran East’s Jalin Billingsley during a Friday Division lll ~ Columbus Grove’s Gabe Clement sinks a 3-pointer from halfcourt at the end of the
state semifinal at the University of Dayton Arena. third quarter.

Ottawa-Glandorf’s Owen Nichols goes up for a shot against Lutheran  Columbus Grove’s Gabe Clement puts up a shot against New  Ottawa-Glandorf’s Eli Schmenk puts up a shot against Lutheran
East’s Jared Lary. Boston Glenwood’s Chase Clark. East’s Jalin Billingsley.
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Photos by Rlchard Parrlsh | The Lima News
Columbus Grove players cheer on their teammates during a Friday
Division IV state semifinal against New Boston Glenwood at the
University of Dayton Arena.

Grove

From page 1C

need to hit one,” Sautter
said.

Blake Reynolds (22
points, 6 rebounds, 8
assists), Tayt Birnesser
(14 points) and Clement
(12 points) led Columbus
Grove (25-2). Kyle Sex-
ton, a 6-5 post player, led
Glenwood (24-3) with 14
points, nine rebounds and
four assists.

Reynolds, who is
Columbus Grove’s career
scoring leader, and
Birnesser, who is No. 2 on
that list, combined for 19
of the Bulldogs’ 21 points
in the fourth quarter.

Columbus Grove
jumped out to an 18-12
lead after one quarter. But
for most of the second
and third quarters Glen-
wood was more often the
aggressor.

“I thought we did a nice
job in the first quarter and
then for about the next
2 1/2 quarters it seemed

Transmission,

like we forgot to score or
forgot how to score. They
mixed things up defen-
sively and challenged
shots at the rim,” Sautter
said.

“When they got it to 10
points a lot of that was
winning 50-50 balls and
getting offensive rebounds
and for a stretch we
weren’t very good defen-
sively. They were kicking
our tails on the glass and
on 50-50 balls. But give
our kids credit. We hung
in there defensively and
made the plays down the
stretch like you'd expect.”

Strangers

“If I were coaching any- Columbus Grove's Trey Sautter puts up a shot against New Boston

body else I'd be concerne
but with the experience
we have and the situations
we've been in we've won
51 games the last two
years, 70 games the last
three years, I just have a
lot of faith in these guys
they’ll find ways to get
wins and they have,” he
said.

Clement said the play-
ers were thinking the
same way. “I was just say-
ing to everyone that we’re

Inc.

FULL SERVICE FACILITY‘~
+*0il Changes & Tire Rotation =Water Pumps

«Brakes & Tune-Ups
*Engine Replacement

*Tire Sales & Repair
+Trans Rebuild & Replacement

d Glenwood'’s Devon Jones.

fine. I trust these guys, we
trust each other so we’re
fine.”

Columbus Grove was
still searching for a way
to win with 3:53 left in
the game, though when it
was down by five points,
51-46.

That’s when Birnesser
hit back-to-back threes in
the span of 57 seconds
to bring the Bulldogs
back to within one point

Lo ==

419.453.3620 640 E MAIN ST-OTTOVILLE

e
._v__:*_

_‘ -

ST

AR P

\SHIPSHEWAN AU

O zmgw

GIFT FOOD AND: CRAI‘-"‘I" SHOW?>

Comm to Lima, Ohlo

Saturday, Mar. 20"‘
- Children 12 and under FREE, all others $5.00,
2 day ticket $8.00 « FREE Parking!

« JEWELRY ¢ CRAFTS » TOYS o
CLOTHING ¢ NEW MERCHANDISE
+FOODS & MORE =

| BN

Mar. 21°10-5

P
é !s#:pmmam' =

O e Rosd™

/

—

“Allen County Fairgrounds
GIFT, FOOD Aun»gnar'r swow 2750 Harding HWY, Lima, O/ljl/

/Eer/l‘h‘bre information, call (269) 979-8888

3"-------------------

”~

at 53-52. Those were
the first points he had
scored since hitting two
threes and a pair of free
throws early in the first
quarter.

“They were guarding
me pretty well and I don’t
think I was as aggressive
as I could have been. But
I just kind of waited and
got open there at the end
and Blake found me and I
just knocked them down,”
Birnesser said.

“Tayt does what Tayt
does — steps up and hits
big shots,” Sautter said.

Columbus Grove went
ahead for the first time
since early in the third
quarter on a bucket by
Reynolds to make it 54-53
with 1:47 left in the game.
Reynolds scored again
and Clement scored on
a lay-up in the final sec-
onds.

Glenwood coach Adam
Cox said, “They made
some big shots. No. 3
(Birnesser) made those
two threes that gave them
some momentum. We had
done such a good job on
him from the end of the
first quarter to the fourth
quarter. He hit those two
big threes that took it
from seven points to one
point in two possessions.

“They played a great
fourth quarter. They
dialed it up when they
needed to,” he said.

Glenwood played the
final 4:23 of the game
without the player it
needed most when Sexton
fouled out.

“It took the wind out of
us,” Cox said. “I thought
we were going to pull it
out without Kyle. Kyle
picking up that fifth foul
was definitely big. I think
if we'd had Kyle we win
that game.”

Reach Jim Naveau at 567-242-0414.

Spring/Summer 2021
WEST CENTRAL OHIO
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The West Central Ohio Medical Directory provides a one stop
reference of the region’s medical community. This full color
directory will be distributed throughout the area and published
on LimaOhio.com this spring!

Need to update your listing or place an ad?

From page 1C

(15.1), 6-0 Gabe Clement (10.7), 6-2 Trey Saut-
ter (8.8) and 6-1 Ethan Halker (5.1).

Botkins coach Sean Powell and his players said
intimidation and awe were never a factor in the
Trojans’ 44-40 win over Richmond Heights in
their semifinal.

The Trojans’ win puts them into a boys basket-
ball state championship game for the first time.
The school’s only other state tournament trip in
1994 ended in the semifinals. Columbus Grove
was state runner-up in 2006.

Botkins came into Friday’s game with the bet-
ter record but Richmond Heights arrived with
more hype.

The Spartans’ 6-7 junior forward Josiah Harris
has an offer from Ohio State and their schedule
included games against D-I powers Cleveland St.
Ignatius and Lakewood St. Edward and Division
II Akron St. Vincent-St. Mary.

But Botkins led at halftime and survived going
scoreless for 10 minutes in the second half to get
the win.

“They have offers and big names but at the
end of the day it’s just basketball,” Botkins
coach Sean Powell said. “It’s how five guys work
together, how five guys rebound. We felt like we
were a better defensive team, a better rebound-
ing team and we were going to take good care of
the ball against their pressure.”

Powell, who has a 53-22 record in three sea-
sons at Botkins, is a former Shawnee standout
who scored more than 1,000 points in his career
and was an assistant coach at Shawnee and
Perry before getting his first head coach’s job
three years ago.

Jayden Priddy-Powell, who led Botkins with 19
points said, “We believe in ourselves. Coach says
we should tell ourselves we're the best of the
best. Don’t ever think we’re going to be behind
in the game. Always imagine you’re one up in
the game.”

Jameson Meyer, who hit two huge 3-pointers
in less than a minute in the fourth quarter said,
“If we do what we can do we can play with any-
body as long as we do what we can do.”

Priddy-Powell also said playing in the Shelby
County League helped prepare Botkins for a
game against a team accustomed to playing a
physical style.

“In Shelby County we kind of play football and
basketball. It’s real physical,” he said.

Quote of the day:

“It feels pretty good. I'm just glad I made it
past the second quarter in this game.” — Colum-
bus Grove senior guard Gabe Clement when
asked to compare playing in a state basketball
semifinal with playing in a football state semi-
final. He was injured in the second quarter of
Grove’s state semifinal football game against
Coldwater.

Runner-up quote of the day:

“Did that really just go in?” — New Boston
Glenwood coach Adam Cox on Clement’s half-
court shot at the end of the third quarter of his
team’s state semifinal against Columbus Grove.

They got back:

Columbus Grove was one of nine teams in this
year’s boys state basketball tournament who
were in regionals last season when the tourna-
ments were halted because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Three of the four teams in the Division I tour-
nament — Mentor, Centerville and Westerville
Central — were regional qualifiers last year.

Division II also has three state qualifiers who
were in regionals in 2020 — Shawnee, Akron St.
Vincent-St. Mary and Columbus DeSales.

Ottawa-Glandorf is the only Division III team
among last year’s regional qualifiers who made
it all the way to the final four this year. And in
Division IV, Columbus Grove and Richmond
Heights, reached the state tournament a year
after the plug was pulled on their regionals.

Seven of the teams in last week’s girls state
tournament were already in Columbus or on
their way to it for last year’s state tournament
when the OHSAA called it off.
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DOW zeroes in on area where CWD found

Now that there are two
confirmed cases of CWD
in Ohio’s wild deer herd,

the next step for the Divi-

sion of Wildlife (DOW)
is trying to zero in on
the area where both were

killed and also the popula-

tion that exists there.
Both deer, a mature
buck and a mature doe,
were taken within a
10-mile radius of where
the buck was killed in
Wyandot County. The
buck was harvested on

private property while the
doe was taken on the Kill-

deer Plains Wildlife Area
near Harpster.

The DOW plans contin-

ued surveillance in that

specific area and plans on

thinning the herd in the
Killdeer Plains Wildlife
Area. By reducing the
deer density there, the
wildlife agency hopes

it can remove deer that
have CWD. Citing a need
for more tissue samples,
the DOW is using this
science-based method for
that purpose. The agency
wants to accomplish this
before spring fawning
season. The DOW had

allowed additional deer to

be killed on the area after

the first deer was found to

have CWD.

The deer taken
during this opera-
tion will be held
in cold storage.
Following testing,
those that do not
have CWD will
be processed with

local food pantries Guest

being the recipients .| mnist

of that meat.

CWD is a fatal
neurological disease that
affects white-tailed deer
and other similar species,
including mule deer, elk,
and moose. According to
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention,
there is no strong evi-
dence that CWD is trans-
missible to humans.

* % %

Lima area bass pro Kyle
Weisenburger had a cou-
ple of up and down tour-
naments during March.

After dealing with more
cold and frozen weather
and breaking ice to fish
the first day of the Lake of
the Ozarks event in Osage
Beach, Missouri, in the
Plains Division of the Toy-
ota Series, the Columbus
Grove angler wound up
29th and in the money.

He actually managed
to get a limit in the last
hour the opening day and
sat in 21st place with 12

Al Smith

pounds, 8 ounces.
He had four keep-
ers the second day
4 that weighed 7
pounds, 4 ounces
+ and wound up

1 with 19 pounds, 12
ounces for his two
days.

“After the week
of practice I had, I
will call that week
a success,” Weisenburger
said.

That finish made him
decide he would fish the
other two tourneys in the
Plains Division. His next
tourney in the division is
April 8-10 on Grand Lake
in Grove, Oklahoma. The
final tourney in that divi-
sion is May 6-8 on Lake
Dardanelle in Russellville,
Arkansas. The top 25
anglers in each division of
the Toyota qualify for the
season-ending champion-
ship.

Weisenburger was not
near as successful the
following week on Lewis
Smith Lake in Cullman,
Alabama, on the Tackle
Warehouse Pro Circuit.

He would up 129th
in the event and caught
five bass that weighed
8 pounds, 14 ounces.

His first day total was 3
pounds, 11 ounces on two

keepers and his second
day total was 5 pounds, 3
ounces on three keepers.

“This past tournament
definitely did not go as
well as I had hoped and
really set me back in the
points race (122nd). It’s
time to regroup and get
the train rolling on a hot
streak,” Weisenburger
said.

* % %

Lawmakers have identi-
fied symbols to represent
the state since the early
19th century since Ohio
became a state in 1803.
Over the next two cen-
turies a dozen natural
animals, plants, etc. have
been among these sym-
bols. Some of them are:

Quite likely the most
recognizable is the north-
ern cardinal. The cardinal
is the state bird in seven
states. The male is easily
recognizable by its red
color. It is a year-round
resident of the state and
has a beautiful song that
it starts singing in the
spring shortly before the
sun rises. It was adopted
as the state bird in 1933.

Another easily recog-
nized state symbol is
the white-tailed deer.
Although is was extir-
pated from the state in

the early 20th century,
the population came back
as deer were brought into
the state or either made
their way from Michigan
or Pennsylvania. Deer
now populate every

part of Ohio, including
suburbs and cities. A

fun fact shows the state
tree - the buckeye - is
named because its nut
resembles a male deer or
a buck’s eye. The white-
tailed deer was adopted
in 1988.

The buckeye tree was
adopted as the state tree
in 1953. Ohioans referred
to themselves as Buckeyes
at least a century before
that. The tree grows in
conditions many other
trees won't and survives
in an array of weather
conditions. It’s wood does
not burn well and its nut
is toxic.

The state frog is a bull-
frog, which is known by
its deep croak that con-
nects male bullfrogs with
their own chorus line. It
legs make great table fare
although it is not easy to
catch. It was adopted in
2010.

The Black Racer is
the state snake, which
was adopted in in 1995.
It can grow to five feet

long and has sharp teeth
which inflict a painful
bite. It can climb as high
as 10 feet into trees. It is
found mainly in eastern
Ohio.

The state amphibian is
the spotted salamander
which was adopted in
2010. It is nocturnal, mov-
ing under the cover of
night. It spends most of
its time underground.

The state insect is
the ladybug, which was
pushed for by school
children in Toledo. It was
adopted in 1975. It's a
favored insect because it
is not harmful and eats
other insects. It also trav-
eled into space as part of
a NASA experiment.

The state wild flower
is the large-flowered tril-
lium, which was adopted
in 1986. It is a perennial
that can bloom for up to
25 years. The flower is a
favorite of white-tailed
deer, which eat it like
children would candy.

Ohio does not have a
state fish. Species have
been proposed, but a con-
sensus of which one has
never been reached.

Al Smith is a freelance outdoor
writer. You may contact him at
flyfishman7@hotmail.com and
follow him on Twitter @alsmithFL

AREA ROUNDUP

Jose Nogueras | The Lima News

Lima Family YMCA Barracudas who qualified for the Great Lakes YMCA Zones Swimming Championship
are, from left, front row, Angela Fronzaglia, Kari Diller, Madelyn Sterrett, Levin Essinger, middle row,
Kaitie Phillips, Mason Latham, Aidan Latham, June Essinger, Lily Baumgartner, CeCe Schaff, Thomas
Koh, back row, Coach Jeff Bowlus, Coach April Dorman, Daniel Koh, Coach JT OK, Jackson Bowlus, Aiden
OK, Andrew Baldauf, Mason Shank, Colton Clark, Niel OK, Xavier Diller, Allison Diller, Arleigh Amspoker
and Morgan Schimmoeller. Qualifiers not present include Addilynn Baldauf, Abby Beck, Grace Beck,
John Briggs, Paige Cole, Luke Marshall, Carlie Oldfield, Karlyn Rex and Allyson Sharp.

31 Lima YMCA swimmers
qualify for five-state competition

By Staff Reports

sports@limanews.com

The Lima Family
YMCA Barracudas had
31 swimmers qualify
for this weekend’s
Great Lakes YMCA
Zones Championship
at Bowling Green State
University.

The championship is
held every year for the
top YMCA swimmers
from Indiana, Kentucky,
Ohio, Michigan and West
Virginia.

The Zone qualifying
times are based on the
top times of the region
from the previous year.
Competitors often
represent the top 10
percent of the fastest
swimmers in their
state age group. Due to
COVID-19 restrictions,
swimmers are limited to
five events at this year’s
championship.

“We are proud of
our Lima Barracuda
swimmers who have
trained hard and earned
their spot to compete,”
coach April Dorman

said in a news release.
“This season was one
of our largest qualifying
teams. Our swim team
is unstoppable, or I
should say unsinkable.
Our coaching staff is
confident that they will
do their best and are
wishing all teams at the
zone championships good
luck.”

Basketball
All-District 8 selections

Shawnee’s Goerge
Mangas (player of the
year), Mark Triplett
(coach of the year) and
Nick Bertke (assistant
of the year) received top
honors in Divisions I,

II and III. Crestview’s
Kalen Etzler (player of
the year) and Minster’s
Mike McClurg and
Columbus Grove’s Chris
Sautter (coaches of the
year) received top D-IV
recognition.

Joining Mangas on the
D-I-II-II first team were
AJ Adams (Findlay),
Brennen Blevins (Ottawa-
Glandorf), Khalil
Luster (Lima Senior),

Owen Nichols (Ottawa-
Glandorf), Owen Treece
(Van Wert) and Tyson
Elwer (Shawnee).
Joining Etzler on the
D-IV first team were
Alex Eyink (Marion
Local), Blake Reynolds
(Columbus Grove),
Brayden Knight (Perry),
Dylan Hughes (Parkway),
Joshua Thorbahn
(Ottoville), Justin Nixon
(Minster), Landon
Newland (Ridgemont),
Luke Erhart (Kalida) and
Tayt Birnesser (Columbus
Grove).

All-star games

ELIDA — The District
8 All-Star Games will
be held next week at the
Elida Fieldhouse. The
Division I-II-III game will
start at 6:30 p.m. Monday
followed by the D-IV girls
game.

The boys Division I-II-
III game will be at 6:30
p.m. Tuesday followed by
the D-IV boys game. Go
to 2C to view the rosters.

Reach The Lima News sports
department at 567-242-0451.

QUICK HITS

a tumultuous 2020.

Spring workouts were cut short last
March when the coronavirus spread
across the country. The Buckeyes
practiced three times before spring
break and didn’t return to the field
as a group until the fall ahead of a
delayed and abbreviated season that
saw them eventually lose to Alabama
in the national championship game.

Although Ohio State’s football activ-
ities were paused last week because
of an uptick in positive tests, the first
of 15 workouts began on schedule Fri-
day and will culminate in the annual
spring game on April 17, which may
or may not have fans involved. The

Ohio State opens spring practice

COLUMBUS (AP) — Ohio State on
Friday opened what coach Ryan Day
hopes will be an uninterrupted spring
practice as he seeks a new starting
quarterback and some normalcy after

event in normal years typically draws
a big crowd — nearly 100,000 in 2015
— but it’s also critical for coaches in
evaluating young players under game-
like conditions.

Bengals cut Atkins

COLUMBUS (AP) — The Cincinna-
ti Bengals addressed two of their prob-
lem areas — offensive and defensive
lines — through free agency and bid
farewell to longtime star Geno Atkins.

Cincinnati bolstered its offensive line,
which was a glaring weakness in a 4-11-
1 season in 2020, with the signing of
ex-Vikings tackle Riley Reiff as the team
seeks better protection for quarterback
Joe Burrow. The Bengals also are
expected to add an offensive lineman
early in the NFL draft next month, per-
haps with the No. 5 overall pick.

0-G

had 11 points, and Jalen
Knott who scored 13
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favor after Ottawa-
Glandorf, using a box
and 1 type defense to

But BJ Busbee, who

to tip the scales in their

shut down 6-foot-8 Jalin
Billingsley to 10 points.

points, combined to go
8 of 14 from behind the
3-point arc.

As a team, Lutheran
East was 7 of 14 from
treyland.

Titan Owen Nichols
finished with 15 points
and admitted he got
tired towards the end of

the game after having
the unenviable task of
covering Billingsley in
the Titans’ zone defense
that was effective for
much of the game.
Unfortunately for O-G,
the Falcons perimeter
shooting proved to be
too much.

Reach Jose Nogueras at 567-242-
0468.

OSuU

ment win since 1974.
The Golden Eagles’
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“Their two players

them, their coaches,

gram, their university
a lot of credit for this

Chris Holtmann said.
“We had no illusions

that obviously concerned
us were terrific, so give

their players, their pro-

win,” Ohio State coach

roster is full of lightly
recruited players who
found their way to the
small, private Christian

champions bowed their
heads in a prayer circle
after their victory over
the Big Ten power.

“I know growing
up, all my life, I was
always like the under-

school in Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma. The Summit League

that this was going to be
by any stretch anything
other than a really chal-
lenging game, and it
obviously was that from
the very jump.”

Ohio State could have
tied it in the closing
seconds of overtime,
but Duane Washington
Jr.’s open 3-pointer from
straight away bounced
off the side of the rim,
and Oral Roberts cel-
ebrated its first tourna-

dog,” Obanor said.
“The school is not a big
school. Just to prove
people wrong, it’s a
blessing just to have
people that are really
committed and believe
that we’re the better
team.”

The Golden Eagles
(17-10) will play
seventh-seeded Florida
in the South Region on
Sunday.

E.J. Liddell had 23

points and 14 rebounds
to lead the Buckeyes
(21-10). Washington
had 18 points and 10
rebounds but made just
7 of 21 shots.

Oral Roberts scored
the game’s first seven
points, including a
3-pointer by Abmas
from the logo that drew
a collective “Ooooh!”
from the socially dis-
tanced crowd.

The Buckeyes led by
eight before the Golden
Eagles rallied. Abmas
hit a 3-pointer with
about five minutes left
in the first half to give
Oral Roberts a 26-25
lead, prompting a chant
of “O-R-U!” He hit
another 3 moments later
to force an Ohio State
timeout. He made 5 of
7 3-pointers in the first
half and had 18 points at
the break as the Golden
Eagles led 36-33.
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