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Before Denzel Burke emerged on the scene at Ohio
State, he made a similar swift fi�rst impression in high
school.

It was spring 2019 when a handful of players were
out in T-shirts and shorts for a workout at Saguaro High
School.

Burke had recently transferred to the football powerhouse in
Scottsdale, Arizona, but he wasn’t intimidated by matching up
against the program’s best players as they ran routes against
each other.

He remembers starting off� in coverage and breaking up a
pass. Then he switched to receiver and caught one.

When Sabercats coach Jason Mohns looks back on the ses-
sion, he sees it as an early glimpse of Burke’s competitiveness.
He was facing skill talent that included Kelee Ringo, a corner-
back who would end up at Georgia, and Matt Polk, a wide re-
ceiver who would head to Oklahoma State.

“There was no back-down from those guys,” Mohns said.
“There was no like, ‘I’m the new guy, and I’m just going to try to
fi�t in and blend in and not ruffl�e any feathers.’ He was going
right at those guys. It was awesome.”

Burke carried that mindset to Columbus, where he has be-
come a potential star and integral piece of the Buckeyes’ im-
proved defense this fall, stepping up as their top cover corner-
back.

Teams have tried testing the freshman, but he has held his
own and hasn’t allowed a touchdown. In recent weeks, he’s
contained receivers such as Purdue’s David Bell, a Biletnikoff�
Award fi�nalist, and Penn State’s Jahan Dotson.

When the Buckeyes routed Michigan State last weekend, he
broke up a pair of passes. He leads the team with 10 breakups.

A self-belief propelled him to this stage, a trait he feels he
must carry to excel at his spot in the secondary.

See BURKE, Page 5D

Joey Kaufman Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

Denzel Burke is
the fi�rst true

freshman to start
a season opener

on defense for
Ohio State since

1996, and he leads
the Buckeyes with
10 pass breakups.
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“We kept talking and talking, basically thinking about offering
the guy as a receiver and he goes, ‘Well, coach, I appreciate it,
but I’m going to be a DB.’ ”

Brian Hartline Ohio State wide receivers coach, on Denzel Burke

A receiver in high school, Burke has made
instant impact for Buckeyes as cornerback
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Let’s get something straight.
Mathematically speaking, No. 5
Michigan is not “due” to beat No.
2 Ohio State Saturday in Ann Ar-
bor. The odds do not favor the
Wolverines just because it is as-
sumed that at some point TTUN
has to end its eight-game losing
streak to the Buckeyes.

Technically, no. As with a coin
fl�ip, each Ohio State-Michigan
game is its own probability
event, with each school having a
50-50 chance of winning. All
things being equal.

Of course, all things are not
equal. For the bulk of the past
two decades the Buckeyes have
been better in almost every foot-
ball category, from recruiting to
coaching to scoreboard. Maybe
No. 5 Michigan has closed the
gap this season. Maybe not. I
know this: fi�lling a 10-inch crack
in the foundation so it’s only four
inches wide does not guarantee
the Big House won’t cave in un-
der more UM disappointment.

Don’t take my word for it.
Math isn’t exactly my thing. Lis-
ten to Jeff� Sagarin, the super
smart — I didn’t ask about his IQ,
but it has to be up there — creator
of the Sagarin ratings that for
decades have been used to rate

college teams.
Sagarin, who spent the 1970-

71 school year at Ohio State
crunching numbers and playing
pickup basketball on campus —
his blacktop claim to fame is tip-
ping a rebound over former Buck-
eyes guard Jim Cleamons on the
outdoor courts near OSU’s Taylor
Tower — may be a graduate of
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology but is no statistical stick-
in-the-mud.

Sure, the somewhat rumpled
native New Yorker is more com-
fortable discussing software
than outerwear, but he speaks
Everyman English as easily as he
does C++ programming.

See OLLER, Page 2D

Ohio State has too much
off�ensive fi�repower for UM 

Michigan head coach Jim
Harbaugh Jim Harbaugh is 0-5
vs. Ohio State as a coach. 
RICK OSENTOSKI/USA TODAY SPORTS

Rob Oller
Columnist

Columbus Dispatch

USA TODAY NETWORK

Today’s game
Kickoff: Noon, Michi-
gan Stadium, Ann Ar-

bor, Mich. 
Records: Ohio State
10-1 overall, 8-0 Big

Ten; Michigan 10-1, 7-1. 
Favorite: Ohio State by

81⁄�2 (odds by Tipico) 
Forecast: Partly cloudy,

high of 36. 
Last meeting: Ohio
State won 56-27 in

2019. Michigan leads
the series 58-52-6. 

TV: Ch. 28 (FOX) — Gus
Johnson (play by play),

Joel Klatt (analysis),
Jenny Taft (reporter). 
Radio: WBNS-FM/AM

(97.1/1460) - Paul Keels
(play by play), Jim La-
chey (analysis), Dom

Tiberi (sideline)

Inside
Buckeyes hoping to
continue dominance

over improved
Wolverines, 2D

OSU lineman learning
to speak different

languages, samba, 6D

Former LB Ryan Shazier
shares his miraculous

story, 8D
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Thursday,
Sept. 2

@Minnesota
WIN

45-31

Saturday,
Sept. 11
Oregon

LOSS
35-28

Saturday,
Sept. 18

Tulsa
WIN

41-20

Saturday,
Sept. 25

Akron
WIN
59-7

Saturday,
Nov. 27

@ Michigan
Noon
FOX

Saturday,
Nov. 20

Michigan St.
WIN
56-7

Saturday,
Nov. 13
Purdue

WIN
59-31

Saturday,
Nov. 6

@ Nebraska
WIN

26-17

Saturday,
Oct. 30

Penn State
WIN

33-24

Saturday,
Oct. 23

@ Indiana
WIN
54-7

Saturday,
Oct. 9

Maryland
WIN

66-17

Saturday,
Oct. 2

@ Rutgers
WIN

52-13

OHIO STATE 2021 REGULAR-SEASON SCHEDULE

So when I wanted to get to the bottom
of the “Michigan is due” mumbo-jumbo I
knew where to turn.

Mr. Fun-With-Numbers did not dis-
appoint. 

“Let’s say Barney Fife was to fi�ght
Sonny Liston back in the day and both
set up as they were,” Sagarin said. “I’m
not sure Barney’s time would ever
come.”

To be clear, Sagarin isn’t saying Mich-
igan’s time will never come; after all, he
ranks the Wolverines No. 4 behind No. 2
Ohio State. It is more that just because
UM has not won since 2011 does not
mean it stands any better statistical
probability of winning on Saturday than
next season. Or the next 100.

“People ask, ‘What if a coin came up
heads 100 times in a row? What is the
chance that on the next fl�ip it will come
up heads?’ The math answer is 50-50,”
Sagarin said. “But I would say that if it
happened in real life I would have the
coin checked out. It could have been en-
gineered to come up heads.”

In the same way, Ohio State’s pro-
gram has been engineered to beat Michi-
gan. The Buckeyes are 17-2 against their
biggest rival since 2001. That lopsided
record likely would be 18-2 except the
teams did not play last year due to Mich-
igan’s roster being decimated by CO-
VID-19.

Sagarin, who lives in Bloomington,
Indiana, and catches Hoosiers games
when he can, does not rely solely on
numbers when formulating his opinions
(but he is numbers-centric when com-
piling his ratings). He leans on the eye
test and his gut when discussing team
strengths and weaknesses in casual
conversation. 

And his eyes tell him Ohio State will
be hard to beat. He pointed out that
Michigan defeated Indiana 29-7 while
Ohio State thumped the Hoosiers 54-7.

“Michigan did not exactly crush Indi-
ana, and we have no off�ense,” he said.
“So by connective reasoning Ohio State

should bury Michigan, if you use that
small sample size. But Michigan is mov-
ing quietly along.”

My eyes see Ohio State winning 34-
24, but this could be Michigan’s year, not
because the Wolverines are due but be-
cause they are strong where the Buck-
eyes cannot aff�ord to be weak. Michigan
defensive ends Aiden Hutchinson and
David Ojabo are the best pair of edge
rushers Ohio State has seen, and if they
can pressure C.J. Stroud into hurrying
throws and throwing an interception or
two?

How does Michigan fl�ip the coin so a
win over Ohio State fi�nally lands right
side up? Not by betting the odds but by
creating its own breaks. 

Even then, however, one or two
Stroud turnovers won’t be enough to
keep OSU’s off�ense from scoring 30
points, which should be enough to win.
Where Michigan must make noise is on
off�ense. Quarterback Cade McNamara
reminds some UM old-timers of Tom
Brady in the way he runs the off�ense
without making mistakes (only two in-
terceptions to go with 14 touchdowns).
Expect Michigan to use backup quarter-
back J.J. McCarthy, a better runner than
McNamara, to keep Ohio State’s defense
honest.

Michigan fans say Jim Harbaugh is
re-energized and back to being the en-
thusiastic leader who went 20-6 his fi�rst
two seasons in Ann Arbor. Of course,
Captain Khaki couldn’t beat the Buck-
eyes then, either. But there’s a fi�rst time
for everything, non-mathematically
speaking.

roller@dispatch.com

Oller
Continued from Page 1D

Ohio State coach Ryan Day, right,
shakes hands with Michigan coach Jim
Harbaugh after the Buckeyes won
56-27 in 2019. KYLE ROBERTSON

Here is the scouting report for Satur-
day’s Ohio State-Michigan game:

The last meeting

In 2019, Ohio State took a 21-3 early
lead and rolled to a 56-27 victory in Ann
Arbor behind 211 rushing yards and four
touchdowns by running back J.K. Dob-
bins. Justin Fields threw for four touch-
downs and 302 yards, one of which came
after he suff�ered an injury scare. Michi-
gan quarterback Shea Patterson did his
best to keep the Wolverines in it by
throwing for 305 yards against a depleted
Buckeyes secondary.

It was the eighth consecutive victory
by Ohio State in the series. The OSU-
Michigan game last year was canceled
because of a COVID-19 outbreak among
the Wolverines.

State of the Buckeyes

Ohio State is coming off� its most com-
plete performance of the season, a 56-7
blowout of then-No. 7 Michigan State.
The Buckeyes scored touchdowns on
their fi�rst seven touchdowns to take a
49-0 halftime lead. OSU’s defense held
Heisman hopeful Kenneth Walker III to
only 25 rushing yards in six carries, aided
by the huge Buckeye lead that forced the
Spartans to throw. Backups played most
of the second half as starters got rest,
with their thoughts already looking
ahead to this game.

State of the Wolverines
Far better than most expected it to be

at this point. Michigan coach Jim Har-
baugh took a major pay cut to return and
revamped his coaching staff� in what was
considered a bit of a Hail Mary to save his

tenure. So far, it has worked. Michigan’s
only loss was a game it should have won.
The Wolverines squandered a 16-point
second-half lead against Michigan State
in their only loss. But they’ve regrouped
since then, going on the road to beat Penn
State and then routing Maryland last
week 59-18.

When the Buckeyes have the ball

Ohio State’s off�ense: The Buckeyes’
off�ense is back on a roll after having red-
zone issues against Penn State and Ne-
braska. Ohio State’s off�ense is dangerous
across the board. Freshman running
back TreVeyon Henderson is an explo-
sive runner who has gotten better at
fi�ghting for tough yardage. Miyan Wil-
liams is a nice complementary runner.
Ohio State’s passing game has looked un-
stoppable when it’s clicking. C.J. Stroud
is now the Heisman favorite, helped
greatly by having superb protection from
the off�ensive line and a trio of gifted re-

ceivers in Chris Olave, Garrett Wilson
and Jaxon Smith-Njigba.

Michigan’s defense: It starts with de-
fensive ends Aidan Hutchinson and Da-
vid Ojabo, who have been consistently
disruptive. But the rest of the defense has
been quite solid. The Wolverines rank
seventh nationally in scoring defense,
yielding 16.3 points per game and ninth in
total defense (306.6 yards per game). The
secondary features Daxton Hill and DJ
Turner, who’ll be tested by OSU’s passing
game.

When the Wolverines have the ball

Michigan’s off�ense: Quarterback
Cade McNamara started the season as a
game manager, but has gradually ex-
panded his game. J.J. McCarthy, a blue-
chip freshman, is not the passing threat
Stroud is, but that part of Michigan’s of-
fense isn’t the liability it was early in the
season. But Michigan’s bread and butter
is its run game. Hassan Haskins is a pow-

er back while Blake Corum, who is ex-
pected back after missing two games
with an injury, is more explosive. The
Wolverines don’t have a receiver on the
level of OSU’s. Cornelius Johnson is the
leading receiver with 34 catches for 539
yards and three touchdowns. But tight
end Erick All, running back Donovan Ed-
wards and receiver Andrel Anthony have
each had big games.

Ohio State’s defense: The Buckeyes
answered a shaky performance against
Purdue with a dominating one against
Michigan State. The defensive line, led by
Zach Harrison, Tyreke Smith and Haskell
Garrett, was continually disruptive, and
the pass defense was solid when Michi-
gan State was forced to throw. Ohio
State’s run defense will be challenged by
Haskins and possibly Corum. The Buck-
eyes are thin at linebacker and it’s a real
area of concern if Cody Simon, who was
injured last week, can’t play.

OSU player to watch and why

C.J. Stroud: This is his fi�rst Michigan
game and he’ll need to be the same un-
fl�appable quarterback he’s been all sea-
son. Michigan’s pass rush could be an is-
sue. If it is, Stroud will have to take shots
and keep delivering passes on time and
with accuracy. 

A big game against the Wolverines
could all but clinch the Heisman for the
redshirt freshman.

Michigan player to watch and why 

Aidan Hutchinson: He might be the
best player on the fi�eld, and the Wolver-
ines will need him and fellow defensive
end David Ajabo to harass Stroud to take
pressure off� the Wolverines’ secondary.
Hutchinson is the full package. He’s
quick and strong, but his best attribute
might be his relentlessness. Hutchinson
will move from side to side. He’ll be a big
challenge for OSU tackles Nicholas Petit-
Frere and Dawand Jones.

Buckeyes hoping to continue dominance 

Michigan is hoping defensive end Aidan Hutchinson can disrupt Ohio State
quarterback C.J. Stroud's passing ability. ANNTANINNA BIONDO/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Ohio State on 8-game
win streak vs. Michigan

Bill Rabinowitz
Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

Score early

Michigan is one of the Big Ten’s
slower-paced off�enses, built to grind
out yards on off�ense and chew up clock.
It ranks third in the conference in aver-
age time of possession (32 minutes per
game). If Ohio State gets ahead early,
it’ll put pressure on the Wolverines to
keep pace, pulling them away from
their preferred style of handing off� to
Hassan Haskins. A hot start last week
led Michigan State to turn away from
Kenneth Walker III, its Heisman Tro-
phy candidate running back, as it threw
the ball often. 

Protect C.J. Stroud

The Buckeyes’ off�ensive line has giv-
en quarterback C.J. Stroud a clean
pocket throughout this season. They’ve
allowed the second-fewest sacks in the
Big Ten and both of their starting tack-
les, Dawand Jones and Nicholas Petit-
Frere, have especially aff�orded him
protection, surrendering only three of
those sacks, according to Pro Football
Focus. Two weeks ago, they handled
Purdue’s standout pass rusher, George
Karlaftis. Now Michigan defensive end
Aidan Hutchinson brings another chal-
lenge.

Watch out for freshmen

Ohio State should keep eyes on a
pair of true freshmen and former
top-50 prospects on Saturday. J.J. Mc-
Carthy has been rotating in for quarter-
back Cade McNamara throughout the
season, while running back Donovan
Edwards had a breakout performance
at Maryland last week when he was
turned loose in the passing game. He
had 10 catches for 170 yards and a
touchdown, giving the Wolverines an
added threat.

Key matchup

Ryan Day vs. Mike Macdonald
Day had an edge against former

Michigan defensive coordinator Don
Brown as his off�ense scored a com-
bined 118 points against Brown’s de-
fense in the last two meetings. Day was
familiar with the veteran assistant.
They spent two seasons together at
Boston College in 2013 and 2014. But
the latest playing of The Game pits him
against Macdonald, an up-and-coming
assistant and former linebackers coach
for the Baltimore Ravens. Day said
Michigan’s defense is “signifi�cantly dif-
ferent” under Macdonald, who brings
an NFL fl�avor. Could it entangle the
Buckeyes?

Key stat

3: Consecutive top-10 matchups be-
tween Ohio State and Michigan, follow-
ing previous games in 2019 and 2018.

3 keys to Ohio State-Michigan game

Running back Hassan Haskins is a key
to Michigan’s ball-control offense.
KIRTHMON F. DOZIER / USA TODAY NETWORK

Joey Kaufman
Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK
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Considering everything that is on the
line with Ohio State’s visit to Michigan,
the Big House should be renamed the
Huge House. If the Buckeyes beat the
Wolverines for the ninth consecutive
time they will win the East and advance
to the Big Ten Championship game in In-
dianapolis. The same goes for UM if it
can fi�nally win The Game. Wisconsin
has the inside track to the West title but
Minnesota and Iowa remain possibili-
ties. Don’t be surprised if Penn State
wins at Michigan State, which is still
smarting from its blowout loss in Co-
lumbus. Then there is hard-luck Nebras-
ka, which just might be the best “At least
we kept it close” team in the nation. It’s
not much, Huskers fans, but better than
nothing. 

(Note: results from Friday’s game be-
tween Iowa and Nebraska are not in-
cluded in team records) 

1. Ohio State (10-1)
Last week: 1 
This week: at Michigan 
What to know: The Buckeyes needed

only two quarters to dismantle Michigan
State. They’ll need three to put the Wol-
verines on ice. Slackers.

2. Michigan (10-1)
Last week: 2 
This week: vs. Ohio State 
What to know: The Wolverines must

choose wisely — focus on stopping
OSU’s run game or passing attack? — if
they are to escape with the Holy Grail
that is a rare “W” in The Game.

3. Wisconsin (8-3)
Last week: 3 
This week: at Minnesota 
What to know: The fi�nal step in what

would be a remarkable season turn-
around comes against a Gophers’ de-
fense allowing an average of 17 points
over the past fi�ve games.

4. Penn State (7-4)
Last week: 6 
This week: at Michigan State 
What to know: Penn State smells

blood in the water after Sparty got cut to
pieces against Ohio State. Look for the
Nittany Lions to feast. 

5. Purdue (7-4)
Last week: 4 
This week: vs. Indiana 
What to know: Purdue can’t win the

West, but still can win bragging rights by
turning the Hoosier State into the Boiler-

maker State. 
6. Michigan State (9-2)
Last week: 5 
This week: vs. Penn State 
What to know: Mel Tucker is franti-

cally searching for the instruction man-
ual on how to better defend the pass. If
he can’t fi�nd it, the Spartans will stumble
for the second straight week.

7. Iowa (9-2)
Last week: 7 
This week: at Nebraska 
What to know: We’re not saying the

Hawkeyes are the Michigan State of the
West (i.e. overrated) but, well, I guess we
are saying that. 

8. Nebraska (3-8)
Last week: 8 
This week: vs. Iowa 
What to know: The 2021 Cornhusk-

ers will be remembered for keeping
games close.

9. Minnesota (7-4)
Last week: 9 
This week: vs. Wisconsin 
What to know: The Golden Gophers

row their boat off� a waterfall and go
down the drain against a tough-as-nails
Badgers defense. 

10. Rutgers (5-6)
Last week: 11 
This week: vs. Maryland 
What to know: The latest Battle of

the Big Ten Add-ons ends with the Scar-
let Knights showing Maryland who is
boss.

11. Illinois (4-7)
Last week: 10 
This week: vs. Northwestern 
What to know: The Fighting Illini

won’t go bowling this season but still roll
close to a perfect game — for them any-
way — against the woeful Wildcats.

12. Maryland (5-6)
Last week: 12 
This week: at Rutgers 
What to know: Someday the Terra-

pins will fi�nd a defense to go with what
most years starts out looking like a dy-
namic off�ense. But this is not that day.

13. Northwestern (3-8)
Last week: 13 
This week: at Illinois 
What to know: Ending the season

with six consecutive losses is a good way
to blow away fan support.

14. Indiana (2-9)
Last week: 14 
This week: vs. Purdue 
What to know: The Hoosiers are

about to go winless in the Big Ten.

FINAL BIG TEN POWER RANKINGS

Michigan’s chance for top spot
Rob Oller
Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

“The Game” is back on again, and the
Michigan Wolverines — to the surprise
of just about everyone but themselves,
perhaps — will host Ohio State at the Big
House on Saturday with a berth in the
Big Ten Championship Game on the line
and a gnawing hunger that’s impossible
to ignore.

“I think we’re ready,” Michigan quar-
terback Cade McNamara saidl. “I mean,
it’s hard not to think about that team
when you’re so close.”

And ready or not, here we go again,
with Michigan raising expectations to
where history says they should be head-
ing into the traditional Thanksgiving
weekend showdown with Ohio State.

“We want to win all the marbles,”
coach Jim Harbaugh said. “So we’re in
the position we want to be in. We’ve
been preparing for this, really, the entire
year. And now we bring that preparation
to life this week to play for it all.”

The way Harbaugh sees it, this oppor-
tunity was a long time coming. Not
based on his own history with the rival-
ry, fi�rst as a player and now as a coach
who’s 0-5 against the Buckeyes since re-
turning to Ann Arbor in 2015.

No, this is something the Wolverines’
rejuvenated leader has been talking
about since last winter, when he prom-
ised a comeback was in store for his
Michigan program and then went about
proving it in just about every way he
could. There was a new contract, full of
incentives that some took as insults.
There was a revamped staff�, which
brought an infusion of fresh ideas and

young energy. And back in July, when
Harbaugh talked about the challenge of
beating the Buckeyes and winning the
Big Ten, he used excited analogies that
careened from military propaganda to
mountaineering.

“We’re going to try to get to the top,”
he said back then. “We’re going to either
get there, or die trying.”

That their title hopes didn’t die with
that fourth-quarter collapse at Michigan
State a few weeks ago says something
about the Wolverines’ resolve. So does
the way they fi�nished off� their win
against Maryland last week, ending any
suspense with an explosion of big plays
late in the third quarter.

You could make the case that this is
the perfect scenario for the Wolverines.
Heading home to face Ohio State as a de-
cided underdog that has lost 15 of the
past 16 games in this rivalry. With an elu-
sive trip to Indianapolis and possibly a
College Football Playoff� spot on the line.

“Yeah, it feels good,” said McNamara.
“This team’s right where we want to be.
We were hoping, and now we’ve got the
opportunity.” 

Harbaugh has Wolverines
playing for ‘all the marbles’

Jim Harbaugh: “We’re in the position
we want to be in.”
KYLE ROBERTSON/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

John Niyo Detroit News

Bill Rabinowitz

Ohio State beat writer
The Columbus Dispatch
Ohio State 38, Michigan 24
If the Buckeyes play the way they did
last week, they'll win easily. But Michi-
gan is more talented than Michigan
State, and the Wolverines are highly,
highly motivated. This would be the
signature win in Jim Harbaugh's tenure.
Michigan will want to shorten the game
with its run game, but Ohio State's pass-
ing game is much more potent than
Michigan's. A huge key will be the OSUs
offensive line's ability to control star
defensive ends Aidan Hutchinson and
David Obajo. 

Joey Kaufman

Ohio State beat writer
The Columbus Dispatch
Ohio State 38, Michigan 27 
The X-factor in this matchup is new
Michigan defensive coordinator Mike
Macdonald, who was a part of Jim Har-
baugh’s coaching staff overhaul last
winter and has fixed a lot of issues for
the Wolverines on that side of the ball.
Ryan Day torched his predecessor Don
Brown in the past two meetings in 2019
and 2018, scoring a combined 118
points. Will it take longer for Day to feel
out Macdonald, who had been in the
NFL with the Baltimore Ravens for most
of his career? 

Rob Oller

Sports columnist
The Columbus Dispatch
Ohio State 34, Michigan 24
Pretty simple, really. The Wolverines
need to play flawlessly on both sides of
the ball and force the Buckeyes into
making mistakes. Michigan's defense
has the means to make life difficult for
C.J. Stroud, but I don't see that happen-
ing to the point of the Heisman hopeful
making enough errors to undermine
OSU's high-octane offense. Defensively,
the Buckeyes will be tested by a UM
offense that is both tough and talented.
But if Michigan State could beat its rival,
Ohio State certainly can, too. The win-
ning streak reaches nine. 

Michael Cohen

Michigan beat writer
Detroit Free Press
Ohio State 33, Michigan 26
For as good as Mike Macdonald's de-
fense was at containing Penn State's
star receiver Jahan Dotson, trying to
stop Ohio State's three-headed monster
is something entirely different. Pass
rushers Aidan Hutchinson and David
Ojabo will keep Michigan in it with time-
ly pressures and sacks, but the down-
field passing of quarterback C.J. Stroud
is too much to overcome. Another win
for the Buckeyes in a game that comes
down to the wire. 

PREDICTIONS FOR OHIO STATE VS. MICHIGAN

2021 Big Ten standings
East W L PF PA W L PF PA
Ohio State 8 0391 147 10 1 519 209 
Michigan 7 1 265 145 10 1 406 179 
Michigan St. 6 2 225 219 9 2 353 281 
Penn State 4 4 178 121 7 4288 171 
Maryland 2 6 158 333 5 6287 373 
Rutgers 2 6 107 221 5 6230 255 
Indiana 0 8 87 272 2 9200 355
West W L PF PA W L PF PA
Iowa 6 2 199 148 9 2 280 186 
Wisconsin 6 2 230 112 8 3 297 174 
Minnesota 5 3 219 166 7 4 290 206 
Purdue 5 3 194 191 7 4 286 239 
Illinois 3 5 127 156 4 7 195 249 
Nebraska 1 7 218 211 3 8 314 244 
N’western 1 7 103 259 3 8 185 301

Friday’s game
Iowa (17) at Nebraska, 1:30 p.m.
Saturday’s games
Ohio State (2) at Michigan (6), noon
Maryland at Rutgers, noon
Penn State at Michigan St. (12), 3:30 p.m.
Indiana at Purdue, 3:30 p.m.
Northwestern at Illinois, 3:30 p.m.

Wisconsin (18) at Minnesota, 4 p.m.
2021 Big Ten football stats

PASSING YARDS 
Player Yards
C.J. Stroud, OSU 3,468
Taulia Tagovailoa, MD 3,283
Aidan O’Connell, PUR 2,900
Adrian Martinez, NEB 2,863
Payton Thorne, MSU 2,618

PASSING TOUCHDOWNS 
Player TDs
C.J. Stroud, OSU 36
Taulia Tagovailoa, MD 21
Payton Thorne, MSU 22
Aidan O’Connell, PUR 19
Sean Clifford, PSU 17

RUSHING YARDS 
Player Yards
Kenneth Walker III, MSU 1,498
Treveyon Henderson, OSU 1,098
Hassan Haskins, UM 1,063
Braelon Allen, WIS 1,062
Tyler Goodson, IOWA 945

RECEIVING YARDS 
Player Yards
David Bell, PUR 1,207
Jaxon Smith-Njigba, OSU 1,132
Jahan Dotson, PSU 1,045
Garrett Wilson, OSU 939
Jayden Reed, MSU 857
Chris Olave, OSU 848

SCORING 
Player;Pts Points
Kenneth Walker III, MSU 108
Noah Ruggles, OSU 113
Jake Moody, UM 110
TreVeyon Henderson, OSU 102
Mitchell Fineran, PUR 88

BIG TEN STANDINGS, SCHEDULES, STATISTICS

Coach: Jim Harbaugh
Seventh season: 59-23
College career: 117-50

Projected depth chart 
Source: www.mgoblue.com/www.ourlads.com
Offense
Coordinator: Josh Gattis
POS NO. PLAYER HT WT YR
LT 76 Ryan Hayes 6-7 307 Sr.

52 Karsen Barnhart 6-4 307 Jr.
LG 77 Trevor Keegan 6-6 324 Jr.

52 Karsen Barnhart 6-4 307 Jr.
C 68 Andrew Vastardis 6-3 294 Gr.

51 Greg Crippen 6-4 290 Fr.
RG 65 Zak Zinter 6-6 320 So.

66 Chuck Filiaga 6-6 337 Gr.
RT 71 Andrew Stueber 6-7 338 Gr.

53 Trente Jones 6-4 307 Jr.
TE 83 Erick All 6-4 245 Jr.

84 Joel Honigford 6-6 257 Sr.
TE 86 Luke Schoomnmaker 6-5 250 Sr.

89 Carter Selzer 6-8 242 Sr.
WR 14 Roman Wilson 6-0 180 So.

85 Daylen Baldwin 6-2 219 Sr.
WR 6 Cornelius Johnson 6-3 211 Jr.

1 Andrel Anthony 6-2 185 Fr.
QB 12 Cade McNamara 6-1 212 Jr.

9 J.J. McCarty 6-3 197 Fr.
RB 25 Hassan Haskins 6-1 220 Sr.

7 Donovan Edwards 6-0 202 Fr.

Defense
Coordinator: Mike MacDonald
POS NO. PLAYER HT WT YR
DE 97 Aidan Hutchinson 6-6 265 Sr.

90 Mike Morris 6-6 278 Jr.
NT 15 Christopher Hinton 6-4 310 Jr.

95 Donovan Jeter 6-3 325 Gr.
DT 58 Mazi Smith 6-3 326 Jr.

96 Julius Welschof 6-6 288 Sr.
END 55 David Ojabo 6-5 250 Jr.

91 Taylor Upshaw 6-4 291 Gr.
LB 12 Josh Ross 6-2 224 Gr.

23 Michael Barrett 6-0 227 Sr.
LB 25 Junior Colson 6-2 225 Fr.

41 Nikhai Hill-Green 6-1 220 So.
CB 5 DJ Turner 6-0 181 Jr.

18 Keshaun Harris 5-11 186 Jr.
SS 2 Brad Hawkins 6-1 221 Gr.

7 Makari Paige 6-3 192 So.
FS 19 Rod Moore 6-0 173 Fr.

6 R.J. Moten 6-0 221 So.
CB 4 Vincent Gray 6-2 192 Sr.

1 Ja’Den McBurrows 5-11 197 Fr.
NB 30 Daxton Hill 6-0 192 Jr.

23 Michael Barrett 6-0 227 Sr

Special teams
POS NO. PLAYER HT WT YR
K 13 Jake Moody 6-1 211 Sr.

19 Tommy Doman 6-5 190 Fr.
P 91 Brad Robbins 6-1 203 Gr.

19 Tommy Doman 6-5 190 Fr.
LS 49 William Wagner 6-1 247 Jr.

45 Greg Tarr 6-2 207 So.
H 91 Brad Robbins 6-1 203 Gr.
KR 2 Blake Corum 5-8 200 So.

14 Roman Wilson 6-0 180 So.
PR 3 A.J. Henning 5-10 185 So.

5 D.J. Turner 6-0 181 Jr.

Michigan statistics
SCORING 1 2 3 4
Michigan 68 131 119 88
Opponents 16 44 55 64

Michigan total: 406/ Avg.: 36.9
Opp total: 179/ Avg.: 16.3
PER-GAME AVERAGES
Rushing 218.4
Passing 229.5
vs. rush 128.3
vs. pass 178.4
INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
Rushing: Hassan Haskins, 216 att, 1,063 yds (4.9 avg) 13 TD; Blake
Corum, 129 att, 778 yds (6.0 avg) 10 TD; Donovan Edwards, 27 att,
149 yds (5.5 avg) 2 TD; A.J. Henning, 5 att, 119 yds (17.0 avg) 1 TD;
J.J. McCarthy, 17 att, 65 yds (3.8 avg) 2 TD
Passing: Cade McNamara, 170 of 265 (64.2 pct) 2,142 yds, 14 TD, 2
INT; J.J. McCarthy, 25 of 38 (65.8 pct) 348 yds, 4 TD, 1 INT
Receiving: Cornelius Johnson, 34 rec, 539 yds (15.9 avg) 3 TD;
Erick All, 31 rec, 324 yds (10.5 avg) 1 TD; Roman Wilson, 20 rec, 241
yds (12.1 avg) 2 TD; Blake Corum, 20 rec, 137 yds (6.9 avg) 1 TD;
Mike Sainristil, 19 rec, 267 yds (14.1 avg) 2 TD; Daylen Baldwin, 16
rec, 250 yds (15.6 avg) 2 TD; Luke Schoomaker, 13 rec, 101 yds (7.8
avg) 3 TD; Donovan Edwards, 12 rec, 184 yds (15.3 avg) 1 TD;
Hassan Haskins, 11 rec, 89 yds (8.1 avg); Andrel Anthony, 9 rec,
202 yds (22.4 avg) 2 TD
Kick scoring: Jake Moody, 22-24 FG, 44-44 XP, 110 pts
Tackles: Josh Ross, 80 total (41 solo); Daxton Hill, 53 (33); Junior
Colson, 51 (23); Aidan Hutchinson, 47 (27); Nikhai Hill-Green, 43
(32); Brad Hawkins, 40 (28); Vincent Gray, 30 (22); David Ojabo,
30 (20); Mazi Smith, 30 (13); R.J. Moten, 28 (23); Christopher
Hinton, 27 (16); Gemon Green, 23 (14); DJ Turner, 19 (13); Rod
Moore, 19 (12); Donovan Jeter, 19 (10)
Interceptions-yds: DJ Turner, 2-23; Daxton Hill, 2-3; Gemon
Green, 1-27; Mike Morris 1-5; R.J. Moten, 1-0
Sacks: David Ojabo, 10-73; Aidan Hutchinson, 10-49; Taylor
Upshaw, 2.5-11; four with 1
Punting: Brad Robbins, 36 att, 45.9 avg

MEET THE WOLVERINES

Coach: Ryan Day
Third full season, 33-3 overall

Projected OSU depth chart
Offense
Coordinator: Kevin Wilson
POS NO. PLAYER HT WT YR
LT 78 Nicholas Petit-Frere 6-5 315 Jr.

70 Josh Fryar 6-6 315 Fr.
LG 75 Thayer Munford 6-6 320 Sr.

55 Matthew Jones 6-4 310 Jr.
C 53 Luke Wypler 6-3 300 So.

76 Harry Miller 6-4 315 Jr.
RG 77 Paris Johnson Sr. 6-6 315 So.

74 Donovan Jackson 6-4 300 Fr.
RT 79 Dawand Jones 6-8 360 Jr.

66 Enokk Vimahi 6-4 305 So.
TE 88 Jeremy Ruckert 6-5 250 Sr.

16 Cade Stover 6-4 255 So.
WRX 5 Garrett Wilson 6-0 192 Jr.

4 Julian Fleming 6-2 205 So.
WRZ 2 Chris Olave 6-1 188 Sr.

10 Jayden Ballard 6-2 195 Fr.
WRSL 11 Jaxon Smith-Njigba 6-0 198 So.

18 Marvin Harrison Jr. 6-3 205 Fr.
12 Emeka Egbuka 6-1 205 Fr.

QB 7 C.J. Stroud 6-3 218 Fr.
6 Kyle McCord 6-3 215 Fr.

RB 32 TreVeyon Henderson 5-11 215 Fr.
28 Miyan Williams 5-8 225 Fr.
33 Master Teague III 5-11 225 Jr.

Defense
Coordinator: Kerry Coombs
POS NO. PLAYER HT WT YR
DE 9 Zach Harrison 6-6 272 Jr.

44 J.T. Tuimoloau 6-4 275 Fr.
33 Jack Sawyer 6-4 250 Fr.

DT 92 Haskell Garrett 6-2 300 Sr.
6 Taron Vincent 6-2 305 Jr.
91 Tyleik Williams 6-3 315 Fr.

NT 52 Antwuan Jackson 6-2 300 Gr.
86 Jerron Cage 6-2 305 Sr.
58 Ty Hamilton 6-3 290 Fr.

DE 11 Tyreke Smith 6-3 265 Sr.
8 J. Jean-Baptiste 6-5 255 Jr.

LB 22 Steele Chambers 6-1 225 So.
3 Teradja Mitchell 6-2 239 Sr.

LB 30 Cody Simon 6-2 233 So.
35 Tommy Eichenberg 6-2 235 So.

BULL 14 Ronnie Hickman 6-1 205 So.
15 Craig Young 6-3 223 So.

CB 29 Denzel Burke 6-1 192 Fr.
16 Ryan Watts 6-3 205 So.

S 17 Bryson Shaw 6-0 195 So.
12 Lathan Ransom 6-1 195 So.

S 5 Marcus Williamson 5-10 185 Sr.
10 Cameron Martinez 5-10 192 Fr.

CB 7 Sevyn Banks 6-1 200 Sr.
26 Cameron Brown 6-0 190 Jr.

Special teams
POS NO. PLAYER HT WT YR
K 95 Noah Ruggles 6-2 190 Gr.

98 Jake Seibert 6-1 200 So.
P 29 Jesse Mirco 6-4 220 Fr.

96 Michael O’Shaughnessy 6-3 208 Jr.
LS 42 Bradley Robinson 6-1 230 Sr. 
H 29 Jesse Mirco 6-4 220 Fr.
KR 12 Emeka Egbuka 6-1 205 Fr.

32 TreVeyon Henderson 5-11 215 Fr.
PR 11 Jaxon Smith-Njigba 6-0 198 So.

5 Garrett Wilson 6-0 192 Jr.

Ohio State statistics
SCORING
Ohio State 121 199 114 85
Opponents 40 61 70 38
OSU total: 519/ Avg.: 47.2
Opp total: 209/ Avg.: 19.0
PER-GAME AVERAGES
Rushing: 197.6
Passing: 362.3
vs. rush: 102.3
vs. pass: 252.1
INDIVIDUAL LEADERS
Rushing: TreVeyon Henderson, 149 att, 1,091 yds (7.3 avg) 14 TD;
Miyan Williams, 62 att, 471 yds (7.6 avg) 2 TD; Master Teague III,
67 att, 355 yds (5.3 avg) 4 TD; Marcus Crowley, 20 att, 103 yds (5.2
avg); Evan Pryor, 21 att, 98 yds (4.7 avg) 1 TD
Passing: C.J. Stroud, 246 of 346 (71.1 pct) 3,468 yds, 36 TD, 5 int;
Kyle McCord, 25-38 (65.8 pct) 416 yds, 2 TD, 2 int; Jack Miller, 7 of
14 (50.0 pct) 101 yds
Receiving: Jaxon Smith-Njigba, 69 rec, 1,132 yds (16.4 avg) 6 TD;
Garrett Wilson, 60 rec, 939 yds (15.7 avg) 11 TD; Chris Olave, 58
rec, 848 yds (14.6 avg) 13 TD; Jeremy Ruckert, 23 rec, 284 yds
(12.3 avg) 3 TD; TreVeyon Henderson 18 rec, 231 yds (12.8 avg) 3
TD; Miyan Williams, 8 rec, 68 yds (8.5 avg); Julian Fleming, 7 rec,
51 yds (7.3 avg) 1 TD
Kick scoring: Noah Ruggles, 16-17 FG, 65-65 XP (113 pts)
Tackles: Ronnie Hickman, 85 tackles (49 solo); Cody Simon, 47
(19); Teradja Mitchell, 44 (20); Bryson Shaw, 44 (24); Tommy
Eichenberg, 42 (20); Steele Chambers, 36 (20); Lathan Ransom,
33 (19); Denzel Burke 29 (22); Zach Harrison, 28 (21); Marcus
Williamson, 25 (16)
Interceptions-yds: Ronnie Hickman, 2-65, 1 TD; Ryan Watts, 2-18;
Craig Young, 1-70, 1 TD; Cameron Martinez, 1-61, 1 TD; Cameon
Brown, 1-25; Cody Simon, 1-24; Denzel Burke, 1-23, 1 TD; Tommy
Eichenberg, 1-0; Steele Chambers, 1-0
Sacks-yds lost: Haskell Garrett, 5.5-31; Tyleik Williams, 5-43; Zach
Harrison, 4-17; Jack Sawyer, 3-24; Tyreke Smith, 3-19; J.T.
Tuimoloau, 2.5-24; Antwuan Jackson, 2.5-16; Ty Hamilton, 2-7
Punting: Jesse Micro, 25 att, 42.0 avg

MEET THE BUCKEYES
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“You have to,” Burke said, “and if you
don’t, you’ll be torn up out there.”

Burke’s confi�dence comes despite
limited playing time at cornerback. In
high school, he more often lined up at
wide receiver.

His prep career began as a defensive
back as a freshman at Brophy Prep in
Phoenix, but he moved to the off�ensive
side of the ball the following season.

After transferring to Saguaro, he re-
mained at receiver as a junior. The team
had entrenched starters at cornerback in
seniors Jacobe Covington and Ringo.
Covington was also a blue-chip recruit
and later signed with Washington.

“We really had more of a need on of-
fense,” Mohns said.

His 12 receptions for 313 yards and
four touchdowns helped him draw inter-
est from schools, including Ohio State.

Wide receivers coach Brian Hartline
was the fi�rst assistant from the Buck-
eyes’ coaching staff� to approach him fol-
lowing the season in 2019.

“We kept talking and talking,” Har-
tline recalled, “basically thinking about
off�ering the guy as a receiver and he
goes, ‘Well, coach, I appreciate it, but I’m
going to be a DB.’ ”

Hartline then set him up with defen-
sive coordinator Kerry Coombs, and he
committed by spring 2020.

Though expecting to be at cornerback
as a senior, he suff�ered a torn shoulder
labrum in the fi�rst game and missed the
rest of the season. 

“When you got it, you got it,” said Bry-
ant Westbrook, a former NFL corner-
back for six seasons and the defensive
backs coach at Saguaro. “You don’t need
25 games.”

Westbrook said Burke’s natural talent
was evident in practices. While he was
primarily a receiver in 2019, he split time
between the positions during the week
and showed a technique that was “im-
maculate,” as Westbrook described it.
He was smooth and fl�uid as he would
backpedal to cover a receiver.

“I think that’s one of the reasons why
he’s excelling,” Westbrook said, “be-
cause his technique is so good.”

Burke thrived in those practices. They
gave him opportunities against team-
mates who were as talented as anyone
he would face on Friday nights.

“Saguaro kind of gave me my edge,”
he said. “I didn’t really have that leaving
Brophy. It just gave me a little feeling of

what college would be like. You have to
go there and compete and nothing will
be given to you.”

Since middle school, Burke also spent
a lot of time with private trainers. His fa-
ther, Zafi�ro, who played baseball grow-
ing up in Panama, wanted to ensure his
son had opportunities to develop in a
sport he had never taken up.

Among those he worked out with
were MarTay Jenkins, a former Arizona
Cardinals wide receiver, and Will Sulli-
van, who has trained several NFL receiv-
ers and defensive backs, including for-
mer All-Pro cornerback Darrelle Revis.

“That was the key,” Zafi�ro said. “We
spent more time training than actually
playing the game.”

Burke has started since the season
opener at Minnesota, the Buckeyes’ fi�rst
true freshman to do so on defense since
linebacker Andy Katzenmoyer in 1996.

His readiness became a pleasant sur-
prise for Ohio State, which was without
banged-up veterans Sevyn Banks and
Cameron Brown at the onset.

“We knew he was talented,” coach
Ryan Day said, “but didn’t know he’d be
able to make the impact that he’s had so
far.”

A revelation in the secondary, he’s
played the second-most snaps for the
Buckeyes’ defense this season behind
Ronnie Hickman, according to Pro Foot-
ball Focus.

Burke admired wide receivers grow-
ing up. DeSean Jackson was once his fa-
vorite NFL player, but this side of the ball
is where he saw himself after high
school.

His size played a role. He’s listed at 6
feet 1 and 192 pounds, a frame that is
more fi�tted for corner at the college or
professional level.

“I think kids look at projecting to Sun-
day, not just projecting to Saturday,”
Mohns said. “If you’re 6-foot-4 and long
and all that, it’s like, ‘Hey, I’m going to
keep playing off�ense and make a lot of
money.’ But if you’re 6 foot, you’re like,
‘I’m going to have a better chance to take
this thing to the highest level if I play de-
fense.’ I think it was a little bit of that.”

But Burke has also always loved a
challenge. He views cornerback as the
“hardest position” in the sport, often iso-
lated against a top receiver. 

He embraces it. You can’t hide.
“I just feel like I have way more fun

out there,” he said, “just locking the re-
ceiver down.”

Joey Kaufman covers Ohio State foot-
ball for The Columbus Dispatch. Contact
him at jkaufman@dispatch.com or on
Twitter @joeyrkaufman.

Ohio State cornerback Denzel Burke, right, runs through the end zone past
Rutgers running back Isaih Pacheco (1) for a touchdown after an interception
on Oct. 2 in Piscataway, N.J. JOSHUA A. BICKEL/COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Burke
Continued from Page 1D
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Thinking Ahead To 2022 And
Complete Home Organization!

From shoe collections and new home offices to pantry and
garage storage, we help provide beautiful organizational solutions.

• Custom designed around your needs
• Options to match your style & budget
• Built locally
• Professional installation

*Terms and Conditions: Discount applies to any complete custom Closet, Garage, or Home Office unit. Not valid with any other offer.
Free installation with any complete unit order of $600 or more with incoming order at the time of purchase only. Expires 11/30/21.

12-Month Financing Available (OAC)

Serving Columbus since 2002
columbus.closetsbydesign.com

Call 740-239-2348
to schedule a free in-home consultation.

+ ADDITIONAL 15% OFF ANY
ORDER OF $1,000 OR MORE

+ ADDITIONAL 15% OFF ANY
ORDER OF $700 - $999

40% OFF

30% OFF

FREE INSTALLATION*
on orders $600 or more

BUCKEYEXTRA

You’ve got a story that a lot of people
have heard about. What’s something
people don’t know about you? 

I guess, besides the things that most
people do know, I’m studying to learn
more Mandarin right now. And I’m start-
ing to actually pick up some Portuguese. 

So have you ever been able to use
Mandarin, or your newfound knowl-
edge of Portuguese in conversation? 

A little bit. I would say I used my Chi-
nese a lot on campus when I fi�rst got here,
like when I fi�rst enrolled, before COVID.
Because I know Ohio State has a Chinese
group on campus, even though I knew
where to go, I would ask for directions, or
I would ask where I can get some food at
on campus. And to see their faces, they
would be shaken to see a 6-7 Black male
talking to them in Chinese. It kind of
caught them off� guard. But it was cool,
and it was really nice. I made a lot of
friends that way, too. It was also a good
opportunity for me to learn because it’s
easier to learn in person than online.
Like, I’m learning some Portuguese on-
line and in person from people who know
Portuguese. It’s just so much easier to
have that conversation. 

Your name is Paris. Your father’s
name is Paris. Are you guys named af-
ter the city? 

No, no. Well, it’s funny I’m telling you
this story, because I just asked my Mom
about it the other day for clarifi�cation.
But she told me — I don’t even know if I
should be telling this story. OK, I’m just
going to tell it. So my dad’s mom appar-
ently met some guy named Paris and she
thought he was cute. So when she had a
son, she named him Paris. Apparently,
it’s a common name in Chicago, and I
guess that’s how my dad got his name be-
cause there was some other guy named
Paris in Chicago that she liked and just
liked the name, too. 

Which is funny because you’re obvi-
ously not Paris Johnson III, so this cute
guy you’re named after was not grand-
pa. 

Yeah, yeah, yeah.
You run a charity. Have you been

able to balance what you’ve wanted to
do with that with the time constraints
you’re under as a student athlete? 

Yes, I have. And a lot of that is because
of the help that my mom has been able to
give me. Because of the schedule and the
constraints that I have, trying to balance
the classroom and the fi�eld, she’s been a
huge help. And I would say the things I
have wanted to accomplish during the
season? I feel like we defi�nitely have met
our goals, and so far, going into Christ-
mas, we have continued our plans as we
wanted them.

That includes a Christmas toy drive,

correct?
Yes.
Are you a journalism major?
Yup, journalism.
I heard a story about you covering a

baseball game. Do you know how to
score a baseball game now? 

Yeah, so honestly, I played T-ball
growing up, and I went to baseball games
in person, but I was never fond of watch-
ing games on TV. I felt they moved too
slow. And I feel like when you play T-ball
the rules are kind of diff�erent from real
baseball. 

Yeah.
So I have a mentor, Mike Garafolo, and

he suggested to me that I should work a
live event. The last opportunity I had to
do that was cover a baseball game, and
he told me I should do it. And I was like,
‘Cool.’ I was trying to act cool. And I was

like, ‘Oh, yeah, no problem.’ Realize I don’t
know a thing about baseball at all. My
cousin is Barry Larkin. You know, he’s a
big name in the baseball world. Can’t tell
you anything about baseball.

So before that game, I’m watching
some clips, and trying to read some arti-
cles on the structure and how people
keep score, and I was looking up all the
terminology. So I’m trying to compare it
to football as much as I can. But I got in
there, I felt like I was not prepared at all. I
got up there in the booth ... I’m taking
notes. I took four pages of notes. I took all
the notes. I took so many notes the whole
game. ... So I’m going home and all my
friends are, ‘Hey, you want to hang out?’
And I’m like, ‘No, I have pressing busi-
ness.’ This has to be submitted before 8.
The game ended at 6. I have two hours ...
But honestly, it was a fun experience, and
I was proud of myself because I went in
without a lot of knowledge about it, but I
came out and it was published, and a lot
of people said they liked my work, and I
used terminology the right way. And
when I sent it in to the (editors) to tighten
it up and everything, I expected it would
look totally diff�erent from the version I
submitted, but it was almost the same.

I hear you. Editors can be brutal. 
Oh, yeah. Sometimes kind of scary.

You see those lines, you’re like, “Oh, I
thought that was a good part.”

Nice save. Is there anything you
don’t do well? 

I can’t speak Spanish. Oh, I can’t play
basketball. Ew, you do not want to put a
basketball in my hand at all. I know I’m
really tall. Cannot play basketball. I can’t
really dance, but I’m learning how to do
the salsa, how to samba. I’m learning
how to do a little bit of that, but regular
dancing? Can’t do that. I’m the type that’s
just like bobbing my head. 

Where are you learning how to salsa
and samba? 

Well, this past summer when I had
some free time, I went down to Cincin-
nati. They have some Salsa in the Park
right by the fountain. So I was down
there. I was getting it on. It was fun. I’m
pretty good at it. I’m pretty good at it now.

GET TO KNOW PARIS JOHNSON

Big OL learning to speak diff�erent languages, samba
Johnson also involved 
in running a charity

Lori Schmidt
Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

Ohio offensive lineman Paris Johnson Jr. (77) was the No. 1 prospect in the state
of Ohio in the 2020 recruiting class. ADAM CAIRNS/COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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WILCOX 3 piece sectional with chaise in Beige Tweed patterned
upholstery with decorative pillows GET THEWILCOX OTTOMAN FREE!

save
58%

BUY THE WILCOX 3 PIECE CHAISE SECTIONAL,
GET THE OTTOMAN FREE!

FREEBIE Wilcox
Ottoman

$2,19888

Fast, Free Delivery¥

With qualifying purchases. See below for details.

1000’s of In-Stock
Items Available for

GET PRE-APPROVED FOR FINANCING NOW
SCAN NOW! Open your phone’s camera and scan the code!

Tap notification to open link!

FURNITURE • MATTRESS

™

Shop for MORE! MorrisAtHome.com
MORE STYLE,MORE QUALITY,MORE SAVINGS! style | selection | value

see everything on sale atmylocalhomestore.com

FIND YOUR STORE: morrisathome.com/locations FIND YOUR STORE: mylocalhomestore.com/store-locations

FIND YOUR STORE
morrisathome.com/locations

Better Savings. Better Brands. Better Ways to Experience Better Sleep.
BetterSleepShops.com

øNo Interest for 50 Months: A 10% deposit is required at time of purchase. A deposit is required on special orders. See store for details. Prior purchases excluded. No interest will be charged, and equal monthly payments are required on promo purchase until it is paid in full. These payments equal the total promo purchase amount divided
by the number of months in the promo period and rounded up to the next whole dollar. These payments may be higher than the payments that would be required if this purchase was a non-promo purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promo purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%. Minimum interest charge is
$2. Existing cardholders: See your credit card agreement terms. Subject to credit approval. ¤84 Months No Interest: On Tempur-Pedic and Beautyrest Black® Hybrid mattress purchases. A deposit is required on special orders. See store for details. Prior purchases excluded. No interest will be charged, and equal monthly payments
are required on promo purchase until it is paid in full. These payments equal the total promo purchase amount divided by the number of months in the promo period and rounded up to the next whole dollar. These payments may be higher than the payments that would be required if this purchase was a non-promo purchase. Regular
account terms apply to non-promo purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%. Minimum interest charge is $2. Existing cardholders: See your credit card agreement terms. Subject to credit approval. *The monthly payment shown equals the purchase price (excluding taxes & delivery) divided by the number of months in
the promotion period. It is rounded to the next highest whole dollar. It is only good for the financing shown. If you make these payments by the due date each month, you should pay off this purchase within the promo period, if it is the only balance you are paying off. If you have other balances on your account, this payment will be
added to any other minimum monthly payments. ¥Free Doorstep Delivery: Valid on furniture purchases of $899 or more. Free delivery with any mattress purchase. Available on qualifying merchandise in our local delivery area, on regular delivery days. See store for details. ºMarket Price is the regular price or original price for the
item or comparable item at another retail store. Cozzia Massage Chairs are priced at special manufacturer minimum prices, no additional discounts may be taken. Due to manufacturer restrictions, Stearns & Foster, Beautyrest Harmony Lux, Beautyrest Black Hybrid, Bedgear, Foundations and adjustable bases. Product Availability:
Due to early print deadlines and supply chain challenges, all offers are subject to availability, quantities may be limited, and delivery subject to delay. Photos for illustration purposes only. NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. ©2021 Morris Furniture Co.11.27.21 COL Buckeye Extra

BLACK FRIDAY Sale

I N - STOCK

limited quantity

save

58%

SATURDAY 9AM-9PM | SUNDAY 10AM-9PM | MONDAY 10AM-8PM

GOING ON NOW!

IN-STOCK ITEMS GOING FAST!
Shop early & get it in your home for the holidays!

Buy an item, get a companion item FREE! Some exclusions apply.

HOT BUYS &
DOORBUSTERS

Limited quantities. While supplies last.

On purchases of $2,499 or more with
your More for You credit card made

11/26/21 -11/29/21. 50 equal monthly
payments required.

Ø

& MORE
STOREWIDE!

ºMarket Price

FREEBIES
MONTHS NO INTEREST

%
OFFº

PLUS PLUS

PLUS

up to

FURNITURE • MATTRESS

™FAMILY OF

BRANDS

TAMBO comfortable 2 piece dual
reclining sectional in pewter or brown
upholstery + FREEBIE RECLINER.

ºMarket Price
$4,59999

$1,89888
final price

buy this sectional,
get this recliner free

recliner
freebie

ºMarket Price $5,29999

On Tempur-Pedic and Beautyrest Black Hybrid mattress purchases
with your More for You credit card made 11/23/21-11/30/21.
Equal monthly payments required for 84 months. See inside

spread for details.

84 Months
INTEREST FREE FINANCING
on Tempur-Pedic & Beautyrest Black® Hybrid

¤
SAVE UP TO SAVE UP TO

ON ADJUSTABLE
MATTRESS SETS

ON BEAUTYREST
BLACK® & BLACK
HYBRID® MATTRESSES

$500 $400

*See inside spread for details. *See inside spread for details.

Adapt Medium or
Medium Hybrid Queen

X Class Medium
Hybrid Queen

$25/month* or $2,099
with 84 months financing.*

$29/month* or $2,399
with 84 months financing.*

2 COLORS

TA
re
upholst

$
final

freebie

GIVE THE GIFT OF SLEEP TO A CHILD IN NEED THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
With every mattress set purchase made in the Better Sleep Shop at Morris Home and Ashley HomeStore, a donation is made to a local
organization focused on providing children in need with necessities like toiletries, books, blankets and most importantly—beds.

MADE IN THE USA

IN
STOCK
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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates as of November 1, 2021. A $1,000 loan will be 12 monthly payments of $87.01. A $3,000 loan will be 24 monthly payments of $136.55. A $5,000 loan will be 36 monthly payments of $160.13. Only
one Holiday Loan per member. Members with existing Holiday Loans are eligible and will need to combine their existing Holiday Loan into the new loan. No Payment for 60 days. Rates, terms, and conditions are subject to change and
may vary based on creditworthiness, and qualifications. All loans subject to approval. Membership eligibility requirements apply. BMI FCU is open to everyone who lives, works, worships or attends school in Franklin, Licking, Fairfield,
Pickaway, Madison, Union, Delaware or Morrow County. Federally Insured by NCUA. BMI FCU may amend, suspend, or discontinue this offer at any time without notice. Offer ends January 31, 2022.

Join the
Fan Favorite
and Earn a

$150 Cash Bonus*

Get Started today at www.bmifcu.org | 614.707.4000

Pick the loan that's right for you. Apply online at www.bmifcu.org

for 24 months

7.99% APR*

$3,000
for 12 months

6.99% APR*

$1,000 $5,000
for 36 months

8.99% APR*

2Enter promo code NEWCHK21 when applying online or mention when applying in person. Cash bonus of $150 will be deposited in the member’s savings account within 10 business days after all qualifications have been met. The following
requirements must be met in the first 90 days after the account is opened: Open and deposit $20.00 into a new free checking account. Make a minimum of 30 Visa® debit card transactions of at least $5/each in the first 90 days. Member
must sign up for electronic statements. Cash bonusmay be considered income and reported on 1099-MISC or 1099-INT. Offer not valid on Starting Over Checking, Platinum checking, or Business accounts. This offer is not available to existing
members, those with fiduciary accounts, those who have closed an account within 12 months, or have a negative balance. Checking account must remain open for a minimum of 6 months or the bonus will be debited from the account at
closing. Offer cannot be combined with other checking offers. Membership eligibility and account requirements apply. +Visa Card Alerts are provided at no additional cost from BMI FCU. Message and Data rates may apply. MyCardRules is
a mobile application developed and maintained by Jack Henry and Associates for financial institutions that use JHA Card Processing Solutions™ card processing. BMI FCU is open to everyone who lives, works, worships or attends school
in Franklin, Licking, Fairfield, Pickaway, Madison, Union, Delaware or Morrow County. Federally Insured by NCUA. BMI FCU may amend, suspend, or discontinue this offer at any time without notice. Offer ends December 31, 2021.

BMI Federal Credit Union® has Everything You Need in One Convenient Place
√ Free Checking with NO Monthly Fees

& NO Minimum Balance Requirements

√ Free Online and Mobile Banking

√ Free Bill Pay

√ Free Account Alerts

√ Free Card Alerts+ with MyCardRules™

√ Free Remote Deposit Capture

√ Free My Finance Tool (your digital budget and spending tool)

BUCKEYEXTRA

Charles Dickens described a reformed
Ebenezer Scrooge as someone who
“knew how to keep Christmas well, if any
man alive possessed the knowledge.” 

The same can be said about former
Ohio State linebacker Ryan Shazier and
Thanksgiving — a holiday he observes
practically every day of the year.

The pinned tweet on his Twitter feed
is a video announcing his retirement
from football accompanied by two sim-
ple words of text: “Thank You.” 

When asked what he wants Ohio State
fans to know about him, he says, “I just
want to say thank you so much.” 

He’s even grateful for things that most
people take for granted, as the title of his
soon-to-be-released book refl�ects. 

“Walking Miracle” comes out on Nov.
30. 

But Shazier considered sharing his
story long before he played for the Steel-
ers and a tackle of Bengals wide receiver
Josh Malone on Dec. 14, 2017, nearly cost
him the use of his legs. 

“When I was younger, I always
thought my story was worth being in a
book because I grew up with something
most people don’t really have, and then I
went through a bit of adversity just to
make it to the NFL level,” he said. 

Shazier was diagnosed with alopecia
when he was 5 years old. The autoim-
mune disorder caused his hair to fall out,
and he was teased by his classmates. 

“That’s a just challenge in itself, just
looking diff�erent and people picking on
you,” he said. “But then, I had scoliosis
when I was in high school, so there was a
possibility that I would not even be able
to make it to the NFL, or even make it to
college football.”

Obviously, scoliosis, a curvature of the
spine, did not keep him from playing col-
lege ball. He spent three years at Ohio
State, during which he racked up 317
tackles and 15 sacks before declaring for
the 2014 NFL draft.

The Steelers took him with the No. 15

overall pick. 
It’s possible, though, that he got an

even louder round of applause at the 2018
draft when he announced Pittsburgh’s
fi�rst-round selection. His gait as he
stepped to the podium was stiff�, it’s true.
But it was the fi�rst time most NFL fans
had seen him walk since a simple tackle
left him without feeling in his legs. 

“I’m blessed to be able to walk again,”
Shazier said. “It would have been awe-
some to play football again, but I feel like
God just wanted me to do something big-
ger with my life.” 

Shazier established The Ryan Shazier
Fund for Spinal Rehabilitation with the
organization’s stated mission of giving
“those with spinal cord injuries and their
caregivers the support, resources and
funding they need to live independent
and meaningful lives.”

“I thought it was important to give
back the resources that I was blessed
with to overcome what I have overcome,”
said Shazier, “so I wanted to be able to
provide that for others.” 

But to be able to accomplish what he
did, he needed more than just the help he
received. He needed the right mindset.
And that’s what he wants the message of
his story to be. 

“That’s defi�nitely something I want
people to get from this book because
there are so many people who go through
adversity,” he said. “And a lot of times
people allow that adversity to defi�ne
them. And it should defi�ne you, but you
should allow it to defi�ne your purpose.

“You just look back at what you’ve
been through before and say, ‘Hey, I’ve
been through this. I overcame this. I got
better through this. That means I can
overcome anything.’ “

That attitude has endeared Shazier to
numerous Ohioans, despite the fact that
the former Steelers linebacker still calls
Pittsburgh home. He returns to Colum-
bus occasionally. He tried to attend Ohio
State’s game against Michigan State, but
was waylaid by his 7-year-old son, Ryan
Jr.’s birthday party. (He also has a 2-year-
old boy, Lyon.) And on the day his book

will be released he’s holding two separate
book signings in Columbus.

But Pennsylvania is where his founda-
tion is based. It’s where he hosts an NFL
podcast and a program on Twitch. It’s
also where he and his dad, Vernon, run
the logistics company they opened this
year, Shay Trucking. 

He admits wondering how much of
this he would be doing if it weren’t for the
tackle that ended his career. However,
the conclusion he’s reached is that he’s
better off� where he is now.

“My mindset since I’ve had my injury
is just thinking about how you can con-
tinue to help people and try to allow peo-
ple to get back onto their feet like I was
able to,” he said. “Playing football, I might
have been able to pay for somebody to get
back on their feet ... or I might have been
able to pay for somebody’s rehab, or pay
for somebody’s this or that. But money
doesn’t mean everything. Sometimes
you have to be more involved and actu-
ally touch people, and I think that’s what
God wanted me to able to do.” 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? RYAN SHAZIER

Former linebacker shares his miraculous story
Lori Schmidt
Columbus Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

Ryan Shazier (2) spent three years at Ohio State, during which he racked �up 317
tackles and 15 sacks �before declaring for the 2014 NFL draft. Right: The cover of
Shazier’s new book. ADAM CAIRNS/COLUMBUS DISPATCH, PROVIDED BY RYAN SHAZIER
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CFBank. NMLS 409132. All loans are subject to credit approval. Terms, fees, and conditions may apply. Rates are subject to change at any time. Rates, terms and conditions may
vary based on creditworthiness, qualifications, and collateral conditions.

®

®

®

Call us at 877-889-1199 or
visit us online at www.cf.bank

Contact us today for any of your personal or commercial financing needs!

TRUSTED FOR OVER 125 YEARS

“Over the years, I have worked with several banks and finance companies. CF in my opin-
ion is the best... By the way - loved CF’s portal for the refi process - very easy to use and
share the info requested”  review

— happy mortgage client

“On the topic of customer service, I couldn’t be more pleased - We’ve been really pleased to
have a ‘small town’, if you will, experience; backed with a big city banking capacity with CF.”

— Rhea Cunnigham, CFO/Director of HR – Feazel Inc.

RESIDENTIAL LENDING

COMMERCIAL FINANCING

Scan the code to hear from more of our happy commercial clients:

We are truly grateful for
all our terrific clients!
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